
1 

 

FRIENDS OF THE  

ELSIE QUIRK LIBRARY  
Newsletter · Volume 19 · Number 1  Winter / Spring 2021 

www.friendsofelsiequirk.org 

The health of our civilization, the depth of our awareness about the underpinnings of our 

culture and our concern for the future can all be tested by how well we support our libraries.   

~Carl Sagan 

Whatever the cost of our libraries, the price is 

cheap compared to that of an ignorant 

nation.   ~ Walter Cronkite  

Civilized nations build libraries; lands that 

have lost their soul close them down.   

~Toby Forward  

Join or Renew Your Membership to the Friends of the Elsie Quirk Library! 

Love Your Library! 
 

During the month of February, “Love Your Library” celebrates the importance of all libraries, from 

public and private libraries in our communities, to libraries in our schools and universities, to the 
largest library in the United States, the National Library of Congress.  Englewood is blessed to have 
the first and, many would argue, the best library in Sarasota County.  During this difficult past year, 

the Elsie Quirk Library has reached out to the Englewood community with innovative programs and 
services.  It has remained a safe and welcoming place, free and open to all, supported in part by the 

Friends of the Elsie Quirk Library.   
 

 Welcome to Your Library!  
 

The American Library Association (ALA) chose the 2021 theme “Welcome to Your Library”  for its 
celebration of National Library Week, April 4-10.  For over 60 years, the ALA has highlighted the 

essential role libraries, librarians, and library staff have played in serving their communities.  This year, 

“Welcome to Your Library” takes on a new meaning as ALA seeks to expand the idea that a library 

can extend beyond its four walls.  In our own community, the Elsie Quirk Library now offers virtual 
programs and outdoor events such as the ‘story trails in the park’  program.  

 

Support the Friends of the Elsie Quirk Library!  

 

For almost 60 years, the Friends of the Elsie Quirk Library has played a vital role in supporting the 
library as it changes and responds to the needs of Englewood and its residents.  The Friends not only 

supports library programs and events but also funds and maintains the Garden, the Bookstore, and the 

Friends’ scholarships.  To become part of this mission during “Love Your Library Month”, please join 
or renew your membership to the Friends!   

LOVE YOUR LIBRARY MONTH!  
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ELSIE QUIRK LIBRARY 

 Hours:  

 Monday · 10 am - 6pm 

 Tuesday · 10 am - 6 pm 

 Wednesday · 10 am - 6 pm 

 Thursday · 10 am - 6 pm 

 Friday · 10 am - 5 pm 

 Saturday · 10 am - 5 pm  
 

100 West Dearborn Street 

Englewood, FL 34223 

Becky Dubowik, President 
Maria Elisabeth McIntyre, Vice President  
John Ruthman, Treasurer 
Sandy Perron, Secretary  
John Dubowik 
Paul Hyatt 
Julianna McIntyre  
Tom Swepston  

 
BOOKSTORE MANAGER  
Camille Thinnes  

 
GARDEN MANAGER  
Jim Pollard 

 
LIBRARY MANAGEMENT 
Zina Jayne,  Library Manager  
Michele Strickland, Assistant Manager 

 
NEWSLETTER & WEBSITE 
Maria Elisabeth McIntyre,  Editor  &
 Newsletter Layout and Design  
Rough & Ready,  Website Manager  
Venice Print Center, Print Edition  
 

If you would like to share your news with 
us, call our editor at 941-475-3599 or our 
president at 941-473-3515 or email at  
beckydubowik@gmail.com  
 

Visit Our Website @ 
www.friendsofelsiequirk.org 
 

And like us on facebook  
@ElsieQuirkLibraryFriends  

Message From the President  
Becky Dubowik 

A non-profit 501(c)3 tax exempt organization 

Friends of the Elsie Quirk 

Library Board of Directors 

Love you Library Month - Love your Elsie Quirk Library! 

The Board of the Friends of Elsie Quirk Library loves being a part of a warm, 
welcoming library in our community. The staff at Elsie Quirk didn’t skip a 
beat when reopening was allowed and patrons could still find resources, safe 
curb side pickups, virtual programs and activity grab bags. I hope you agree 
that Elsie Quirk Library is loved by many and it is at this time – we rely on our 
patrons to help us continue to provide all the services that you expect and 
love.  

Love of our Friends  

Consider renewing your annual Friends membership or becoming a Friend of 
Elsie Quirk Library. It is with your financial support that the Friends of Elsie 
Quirk can continue to provide the library with many items not supported by 
county tax dollars. Please find the Friends membership card printed on the 
back page of this newsletter. You can make a difference!  

Love of our Volunteers  

Giving of time and talent to a worthy cause is rewarding to your heart and 
soul. Being part of a great volunteer team provides purpose and positivity. 
When the library is back to being fully operational, there are volunteers 
working behind the scenes, on the library floor, at the Bookstore and in the 
garden. Consider being a volunteer!  

Love of our Friends Board  

The volunteer Friends Board has recently had some changes in officers. John 
Dubowik, past President and Tom Swepston, past Vice President, will remain 
on the board as Board Members – for that we are thankful. Stacy Heider, past 
Treasurer will be leaving the board – we are so thankful to have had her 
financial talent that took us to a new level and her work did not go unnoticed 
or underappreciated. These three individuals have shown their love of Elsie 
Quirk with their long time dedication, determination and providing their 
many talents to constantly strive to make Elsie Quirk the best it can be. Thank 
You!  

The board elected the following officers who have been board members and 
will try to fill the shoes of those before us. We are a team that loves the library, 
helping each other, helping Elsie Quirk and ultimately helping you, our 
patrons. If you would like to consider being a board member, please reach out 
to me and happy to discuss further!  

Becky Dubowik – President  

Maria Elisabeth McIntyre – Vice President  

John Ruthman – Treasurer  

Sandy Perron - Secretary  

Have a Great Day at the Library!  

~Becky Dubowik  
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Friends of the Elsie Quirk Library Bookstore  
 

The Friends Bookstore is CLOSED due to the pandemic. NO DONATIONS 
can be accepted at this time.  Please Stay Safe!  

 

 

February may be Love Your Library month, but all of us here at the Elsie Quirk Library want 
Englewood to know that your library loves you! We are grateful to serve such engaged, lively, 
interesting, gracious, broad, humorous, thoughtful, and curious patrons. We show our love by 
working hard to provide the community with everything you deserve from a public library.  
 
Need a good read, or something to watch? Come in and check out a book or movie, call us for a 
curbside pick-up, or use our apps to download or stream library materials without even leaving 
your home!  
 
Looking for access to accurate information? We are here to help you find the facts you seek, just 
ask and we will help you navigate our many resources!   
 
Feeling like a little whimsy would lighten your day, or looking to learn a new skill? Our staff puts 
together imaginative to-go programs guaranteed to make you smile and spark your curiosity!  
 
Looking for safe, virtual entertainment, inspiration, or instruction? We’ve got an abundance! Not 
sure how to access it? Your library can help, in person, by phone, or by Zoom!  
 
In need of some warm community connection, a friendly face, a place to ask a nagging question, or 
a little quiet contemplation in a lovely reading garden? Elsie Quirk is here for you! 
 
So, there’s no need to wait for Valentine’s Day—your library is a love poem to each and every 
patron, each and every day!  

MANAGER’S REPORT 
Zina Jayne - Library Manager 
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In the Friends Golden Reading Garden is the metal sculpture Gliding Grace by the local Englewood artist 
Dan Swails, donated in 2017 by Albert and Miriam Vinck.  If you look closely, you will see that within its 
tail fin is a pair of scissors and within its body are screws, bolts, and nuts.  Made from discarded pieces of 
metal, this sculpture has a fluidity and grace that belies its hard and heavy origin.  Dan Swails’ artistic 
vision enables him to give life to what many of us would see as rubbish.  Gardens too have hidden artistic 
dimensions.  For many native plants, winter is the quiet season,  a season to contemplate the coming 
warmth, rain, and tropical finery.   Yet swimming beneath the surface, there is hidden beauty within a 
garden dreaming of summer.      

 

Discussion Groups 
While Covid-19 has formally halted the The Great 

Books Discussions Group, The Reading Discussion Group, 

and the Short Story Group, moderator George 

Mahoney is maintaining the tradition with informal, 
socially distanced garden readings.  In addition, a 
Zoom group has been organized to reach out to 

former and new participants until meetings at the 
Elsie Quirk Library can once again safely resume. If 
you are interested, reach out to George Mahoney at 

mahoney74@verizon.net.   

The Garden Committee  
Do you need volunteer hours? Do you enjoy 

volunteering in a location where books, art, and 
gardens co-mingle? Join the fun and lively Garden 

Committee which meets the first and third Tuesday 
of the month from 10am-noon at the Elsie Quirk 

Library!  While a green thumb is always appreciated, 
it is not a requirement!   

Please contact Jim Pollard (master gardener) at  

941-473-1360 or jimpollard721@yahoo.com.   

Gliding Grace  by Dan Swails  
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Youth and Teen News 
TEEN NEWS 
George Barnhouse  

Teen Librarian 

YOUTH NEWS 
Cristina Walton     &   George Barnhouse  

             Library Professional         Youth Librarian   

Youth Services  

Programs for Youth  
 

Youth programming is currently online and in-
person.  Look for new programs and updates on the 
Sarasota County Library website at scgov.net.  
To-go craft bags and early literacy kits are available 
in the Youth Department.  Take one home and have 
fun while learning!    

Story Trails in the Park! 
February 18  &  March 18  

3:00 p.m. - 4:30 p.m. 
 

Join in an expanded story walk in the park!  ‘Story 
Trails’ meets on the third Thursday of the month at 
Englewood Park,  101 Orange Street.  Read a story 
while participating in fun movement activities with 
Youth Library staff at Englewood Park, located a 
few short blocks from the library!  

Storytime in the Park!   
Celebrate Sarasota County’s Centennial 

Thursday, March 11,  
10:45 a.m.  

 

Join Sarasota County Parks specialist Nathalie 
along with Elsie Quirk’s Cris and George for an  
 in-person outdoor storytime at the Lemon Bay 
Park and Environmental Center, 570 Bay Park Blvd, 
Englewood.  Come celebrate Sarasota County’s 
Centennial with stories of local wildlife and the 
founding of the park!  
 

Programs for Teens 
 

Teen programming is currently online!  Check out 
the ‘On Demand Calendar Events and Videos’ at 

scgovlibrary.librarymarket.com  
Look for new programs and updates on the 
Sarasota County Library website at scgov.net.   
To-go craft bags are available in the Teen Section 

of the library!  
 

Virtual TAB! 
County-Wide Teen Advisory Board! 

Earn volunteer hours by participating in Virtual 
TAB!  Meetings are on the 2nd Saturday of  each 
month, 3:00-4:30p.m.  Register online.  

 

Teen Volunteers 
In need of volunteer hours for Bright Futures or 
scholarships?  Speak to Youth/Teen Librarian 
George Barnhouse to find out about opportunities!   
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Live Virtual Zoom Event!  

Adult Craft and Chat!  
Join fellow patrons and librarians for a live Zoom 
crafting event where a  new craft will be featured 

each month!  Pick up the to-go craft kit at the Elsie 
Quirk Library and join fellow patrons and librarians 

for the live Zoom crafting event where you learn how 
to do the craft, chat with fellow crafters, and share 

your finished work!  Register online - scgov.net/
library.  Check the calendar for changing crafts and 

dates!  

 

Friday, February 19 - 11 a.m. - 12 p.m. 
Craft a no-sew hand sanitizer pouch!  Learn an easy 
way to keep a hand sanitizer bottle attached to your 

purse, backpack, or bag with this fun craft!     

 
 

 

 
 
 

 

A Zoom book discussion, with a side of 
culinary advice!  

Book discussion ~ 11 a.m. / Culinary Q&A ~ 12 noon  
Registration is required - scgov.net/library 

 

2/10 ~ The Lemon Grove, - Ali Hosseini  
3/3 ~ Feast of Sorrow, - Crystal King  
4/7 ~ Dirt, - Bill Buford  
5/5 ~ Burning Down George Orwell’s House,  
  - Andrew Ervin  
6/2 ~ Franchise:  The Golden Arches in Black America,  
  - Marcia Chatelain  
7/7 ~ The Book of Unholy Mischief,  - Elle Newmark  
8/4 ~ Soy Sauce for Beginners,  - Kirsten Chin  
9/1 ~ Oranges Are Not the Only Fruit,   
  - Jeanette Winterson  
10/6 ~ Crescent,  - Diana Abu-Jaber  
11/3 ~ The Kitchen Daughter,  Jael McHenry  
12/1 ~ Notes From a Young Black Chef,  
  - Kwame Onwuachi  

 

Lemon Bay Fest!  

February 6-13 

Englewood History with Zest!  
 

Saturday, February 6  

~ Still Life Cracker Fair:  Photo Display - all week 

~ Lemon Bay FestQuest:  Photo Scavanger Hunt - 

all week  

~ Memory Garden - all week 

~ Lemon Bay Dessert Submission -  

recipe due 2/13 

~ Stories of Florida - Con Sabor? -  

Carrie Ayvar- on demand -bit.ly/LBF2021   

 

Monday, February 8  

~ The Hermitage - Whitney Historic District -  

Dr. Steven Koski - on demand - bit.ly/LBF2021  

 

Tuesday, February 9  

~ Weeki Wachee:  City of Mermaids -  

Lu Vickers - on demand - bit.ly/LBF2021  

 

Wednesday, February 10  

~ The Little Town That Unity Built -  

Dr. Martha Bireda - on demand - bit.ly/LBF2021  

  

Thursday, February 11  

~ Ecology of Englewood - Zoom with  

Dr. Katherine Clements - 11 a.m. - registration 

required -bit.ly/LBF2021  

 

Friday, February 12  

~ Local Poems and History - Carol Mahler - on 

demand bit.lyLBF2021  

~ Drive in Movie - Cracker:  The Last Cowboys of 

Florida - 6:30 p.m. - Dearborn Street Plaza  

 

Saturday, February 13  

~ Drive In Movie - Patrick Smith’s Florida:  A 

Sense of Place  - 6:30 p.m. - Dearborn Street Plaza  

The Elsie Quirk  
Sumptuous Bookclub  
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Patron: 
John & Jackie Ruthman  

 

Benefactor:  
John & Becky Dubowik  

Sandy Perron  
 

Contributor:  
Virginia Albanese  

Cheryl Clougher & Jody Heuer  

Paul Hyatt  

Wilma Katz  

Mary McDowell & Harry Barnes  

Anonymous  
 

Sponsor:  
Anonymous  

Family:  
John Amalfitano & Catherine Fisher  

Maria Elisabeth McIntyre  
 

Individual:  
Doris Allewelt  

Richard & Ellen Bilangi  

Janet Heckroth  

Sara Jones  

Blair H. Morrissey  

Nancy Walker  

Anonymous  
 

Lifetime Members:  
Tom Dignam  

Ron Cutsinger  

Chris Kourapis  

Angie Zerad  

Members of the Friends of the Elsie Quirk Library 

May 1, 2020 ~ April 30, 2021 

Friends of the Elsie Quirk Library  

Scholarships!   

The Friends of the Elsie Quirk Library Teen Volunteer Scholarship is open to 

graduating high school seniors who have volunteered a minimum of 36 hours at the Elsie 

Quirk Library.  This scholarship recognizes teens who strive to better the Englewood 

community through volunteering at the Elsie Quirk Library.    
 

The Patricia Burkey Memorial Scholarship is open to all Elsie Quirk Library 

volunteers who are pursuing higher education at a technical college, a 2-year or 4-year 

college, or a graduate school.  This scholarship recognizes individuals who are committed to 

community service in the Englewood community and at the Elsie Quirk Library. 
 

For scholarship applications, please contact Sandy Perron, slperron@comcast.net  

For volunteering opportunities, please contact George Barnhouse, gbarnhouse@scgov.net  
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Friends of the Elsie Quirk Library 
Membership  

The Friends of the Elsie Quirk Library spends more than 
$20,000 annually to provide you FREE educational 
programs, activities, and live entertainment.  Our Tax 
Dollars do not support these programs, - only the 
FRIENDS of the Elsie Quirk Library!  

Be a Friend of the Library for as little as $10 annually!  Your 
dues can be at whatever level you choose!  Volunteering is 
optional.  

Please help us continue to provide the excellent free 
programs and services that you and our Englewood 
community enjoy at Elsie Quirk Library. 

Buy a Personalized Brick - $75 

~In Memory of loved one 

~Gift for a Special occasion 

~Your special words engraved 

Support the Friends of the Elsie Quirk Library today! 

Forms are available in the Bookstore or contact the 

Friends President, Becky Dubowik, at 

beckydubowik@gmail.com or  941-473-3515. 

Buy a Forever Memory Brick  

in the Friends of the Elsie Quirk 

Library’s Golden Reading Garden 

Name:____________________________________________________________________ 
 

Address:__________________________________________________________________ 

 

City:________________________________________State:__________Zip:___________ 

 

Phone:__________________________Email:____________________________________ 

 

Date:_________________________       New Member?    _____   Renewal?  _____ 

 

Do you wish to remain anonymous?       Yes   _____     No    _____  

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

$10 Individual______         $30 Contributor______             $100 Benefactor______     

$20 Family______               $50 Sponsor______                    $500 + Patron______     

 

The Friends of the Elsie Quirk Library receives 100% of all contributions. We are a non-profit 501(c)3 tax exempt organization, and 

contributions are deductible to the extent allowed by law.   

Please enclose this form with your 

check made payable to: 
 

Friends of the Elsie Quirk Library 

100 West Dearborn Street 

Englewood, FL 34223  

www.friendsofelsiequirk.org  

Volunteer Interests  

Garden:  _____ 

Bookstore:  _____ 

Board Member:_____ 

Donation 
In Memory of: ____ Memorial  or  In Honor Of: ____Tribute  

 

For( name):_________________________________________________    From (name):____________________________________________________ 
 

Occasion:________________________________ Amount: $_______    Address:___________________________________________ 
 

Send Notice to:___________________________________________     City:_______________________ State:_______ Zip:________ 
 

Address:_________________________________________________     Phone: _____________________________________________ 
    

City:____________________________ State:_______ Zip:________     Email:______________________________________________ 


