
1 

When the Covid-19 pandemic swept over our 

community, our country, and our world,  
individual and collective orientations for 
navigating this world collided and collapsed.  
The familiar landscapes of our lives were 
replaced with new and ever-changing 
landscapes of masks and hand sanitizer, rules 
and limitations, and isolation.  A collective 
awareness has reinvigorated our notion of 

community, and, that by protecting the most 
vulnerable, we protect each other.  The Elsie 
Quirk Library has risen to the challenges posed 
by the pandemic and continues to serve 
Englewood and the surrounding area. As you 
explore the changing landscapes of the library, 
you will see many new signs welcoming you 
with grab-and-go bags, movie and popcorn 

collections, free books for young children, help 
with learning English, and much more!  Will 
you see signs directing where you should stand, 
sit, and walk? Will the water fountains be 
turned off?  Will the Friends bookstore be 
closed? Yes, but as you face the negatives, the 
positives will override these limitations and the 
sense of being in your library ‘home’, even in 

this changing landscape, will prevail.  
-M.E. McIntyre  

FRIENDS OF THE  

ELSIE QUIRK LIBRARY  
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A trip to the library is like coming home and going on an adventure at the same time.   ~Megan Shepherd
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Elsie Quirk Library is here for YOU! 

We hope YOU, your family and friends have remained healthy during 
these times. We have been thinking of YOU and we miss YOU! 

As the Elsie Quirk library has cautiously reopened – the staff has been 
working hard to provide many services to meet your comfort level. 
Curbside pick-up of your favorite books, more online services and the 
staff is only a phone call away! You can also come into the library to 
browse, check out books, use the computers and speak with the staff to 
help with any services you may be needing. We are here for YOU! 

The Friends Garden area is open to sit outside, read, and enjoy the 
beautiful native Florida plants. It is a great place to relax under a shady 
tree and socially distance with a friend. 

The staff is working hard to move forward with new ways of offering 
programs on line for both adults and youth. We want to maximize your 
library experience during these times. 

Sadly, the Friends Bookstore remains closed and we cannot take 
material donations at this time. We look forward to reopening as soon 
as it is safe! All sales at the bookstore help fund the library for materials 
and programming. During this closure, this results in a large monetary 
loss for the Friends. 

The Friends is asking that YOU strongly consider renewing your annual 
Friends membership or becoming a Friend of the library. Membership 
cards are printed on the back of this newsletter and can be mailed or 
handed to staff at the front desk. 

We are here for YOU and we also need YOU to help us continue our 
efforts to provide all the services the Elsie Quirk Library has to offer. 
We will get through this together and come out stronger! 

~ John Dubowik 
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Friends of the Elsie Quirk Library Bookstore  

 

The Friends Bookstore is CLOSED due to the pandemic. NO DONATIONS 
can be accepted at this time.  Please Stay Safe!  

 

  
While the circumstances of this past 9 months have been difficult and disruptive, here at Elsie 
Quirk we have also embraced the opportunity to stretch our imaginations and find new ways to 
offer programs and services, and also to refocus on the fundamentals of what a public library is 
and how we can best serve the public. 
 
In this brave new Elsie Quirk world, we are offering an abundant variety of fun and helpful to-go 
programs. From DIY graphic novel kits, to election week de-stressing bags, to scrapbooking 
packets, to boredom busters—we are not yet able to invite you to in-house library programs, but 
we are able to send our programs home with you!  
 
We are also designing outdoor programs, that keep social distancing and other COVID safety 
measures in mind. This will include story trails at Englewood park, sidewalk games, and extra 
zesty Lemon Bay fest outdoor programs coming in February.  
 
We have also kept our eyes on the struggles of the community and have resources for basic needs 
available to our patrons, including snack bags for kids 0-18, and Care Kits made up of necessities 
such as toiletries, socks, and cloth masks for patrons in need.  
 
We continue to provide books, movies, audios, and other materials for the community, and invite 
patrons to explore the diverse displays and passive programs throughout the library.  
 
Finally, while we have worked hard to adapt our services to the sudden changes this year 
brought, we are always looking for input from the community on how we can best serve. We 
welcome your ideas, questions, suggestions, and wildest dreams!  

MANAGER’S REPORT 
Zina Jayne - Library Manager 
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After a lengthy shutdown, the Friends Garden is again open to patrons who wish to sit quietly with a book, to 
observe which plants are in bloom, or to meet with a friend in a safe, socially distanced manner. While the garden 
might change from season to season, it remains a respite from the world, tucked away in the landscape that makes 
up our own Elsie Quirk Library.    

Each book is a gateway to an 
everchanging landscape of the mind.  

Had I the power, I would scatter libraries over the whole land, as the sower sows his wheat field.  ~ Horace Mann, 1883  

The Garden Committee at Work! 
The intrepid and ever-faithful Garden Committee is again meeting the first 

Tuesday of the month from 10am-noon!  If your idea of adventurous 

volunteering involves flora and good company, please contact Jim Pollard 

(master gardener) at 941-473-1360 or jimpollard721@yahoo.com.   

Tropical Storm / Hurricane Eta brushed by 

Englewood and the Elsie Quirk Library, leaving 

a reminder of natures power and more work for 

the Garden Committee! 

Although the pandemic has formally 

cancelled The Great Books Discussions 

Group, The Reading Discussion Group, and 

the Short Story Group, moderator 

George Mahoney is joined by Virginia 
Albanese and Chris Kourapis (behind 
the camera)  for an informal, socially 
distanced garden get-together in the 
tradition of the short story / great 

books discussion groups.  To keep 
informed of the changing landscape 
of the Discussion Groups, you may 
reach out to George Mahoney at 
mahoney74@verizon.net.   

Master Gardner Jim Pollard is joined by Garden Committee members Vivian 

Cohen,  Kris Toothaker, and Becky Dubowik.  
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Youth and Teen News 
TEEN NEWS 

Alyssa Scanlon 

Teen Librarian 

YOUTH NEWS 
Cristina Walton     &   George Barnhouse  

             Library Professional         Youth Librarian   

Youth Services  

Programs for Youth  
Youth programming is currently online and now in- 

person!  Favorite programs such as Forty Carrots and 

Story Time are now online.  Look for new programs and 

updates on the Sarasota County Library website at 
scgov.net. 
 

 

Every 3rd Thursday, from 3:00-4:30 p.m. at Englewood 
Park, 101 Orange Street, Englewood 

The first in-person youth program happened this past 
Thursday, November 19th and will repeat each 3rd 
Thursday of the month at 3pm.  Englewood Park, 
located at 101 Orange Street, is a few short blocks from 

the library and next to Englewood Elementary School. 
Led by Cris Walton and George Barnhouse, children can 
experience the fun of an interactive story time in the 
park while following a story trail!   

Programs for Teens 
Teen programming is currently online!  Check out the 
‘On Demand Calendar Events and Videos’ at  

scgovlibrary.librarymarket.com  
Look for new programs and updates on the Sarasota 
County Library website at scgov.net.  
 

Earn volunteer hours by participating in Virtual TAB!  
Meetings are the 2nd Saturday of  each month,  
3:00-4:30p.m.  Register online.  

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Congratulations to Sophia Rivera, the recipient of The 

2020 Friends of the Elsie Quirk Library Teen 
Volunteer Scholarship!  Sophia was a summer teen 
volunteer for three years.  She described her 
volunteering as a positive,  “eye-opening experience”, 
both on a personal and a community level.  Sophia is 
currently enrolled at the State College of Florida 
studying IT /computer science with plans to transfer to 
the University of South Florida after she earns her AA 
degree.   

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
The Friends of the Elsie Quirk Library offers two 

scholarships, The Friends of the Elsie Quirk Library Teen 

Volunteer Scholarship and The Patricia Burkey Memorial 

Scholarship.  For more information, please contact Teen 

Librarian Alyssa Scanlon or Friends Board Member 

Sandy Perron.   

Sisters Emory and Marlena Concepcion join friend Mo Ponticelli 

for Story Trail in the Park!  

Librarian George Barnhouse and Library Professional Cris Walton 

prepare the interactive Story Trail at Englewood Park.   
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Farewell Deirdre Morrow! 
 

After 13 years of dedicated service to the Elsie Quirk 

Library, Deirdre Morrow has resigned from her post as a 
Teen and Reference Librarian.  We will miss her 
enthusiasm for teen programs, and we wish her well in 
her new endeavors!  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In 2017, Sarasota County Libraries Director Sarabeth Kalajian  

presented Librarian Deidre Morrow with a commemorative 

plaque for her ten years of exemplary service to Elsie Quirk 

Library. Her teen programs inspired participants to explore the 

ways they can make the world a better place.  

 

Annette Dignam – Elsie Quirk Library will 
always remember her passion for education, 

children and giving back to the library! 
 

Sadly, Annette Dignam passed on June 13, 2020 but Elsie 
Quirk is so thankful to have part of her legacy at the 
library.  Annette was an elementary teacher in Englewood 
and formed the Youth Enrichment Society in town after 
determining an educational need for preschoolers.  After 

founding The Youth Enrichment Society, Annette founded 
the preschool at Englewood United Methodist Church, 
now called Foundations. She also served for 12 years on 
the Sarasota County Education Foundation board and 
several years on the board at Manatee Community 
College, now State College of Florida.  
  
Annette, and her husband Tom Dignam, were always busy 

within the community and giving back to many 
educational based projects.  The Elsie Quirk library was 
the beneficiary of the Dignam’s generosity.  Annette not 
only gave her time to serve on the Board of the Friends of 

Elsie Quirk but also helped make the current location of 
the Friends new Bookstore a reality in 2010.   There is a 

plaque outside the library bookstore honoring Annette.   
Taylor Edwards, one of 3 of Annette’s grandchildren, loved 
spending time with her Grandma growing up.  Taylor 
shared “My favorite thing was going to the library with 
Grandma where you could read to a dog and, on 
Wednesday mornings, do crafts”.   
 

Annette’s love of education and the library will remain in 
all our hearts forever.  
~Becky Dubowik 

Farwell Victor Lorand!  

Happy Retirement! 
 

Victor Lorand, Elsie Quirk’s multitalented librarian 
specializing in Libraries, Historical Resources, and 
Information Services, retired this past May 2020 after 15 
years of service to the Elsie Quirk library.  We will miss 
his engaging wit and humor, as well as his breadth of 
knowledge in a wide array of subjects.   

Sharing one of his many areas of expertise, Librarian Victor 
Lorand presented the program  Local Beekeeping in December of 
2012.  Victor explained the workings of the Langstroth hive, 

bee equipment, specialized bee clothing, and showed the video 
Tales of the Hive.   

 

In Memory of Annette Dignam  

Tom and Annette Dignam at the October 2010 Re-Opening 

and Dedication of the New and Expanded Friends of the 

Elsie Quirk Library Bookstore. 
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Congratulations to Alyssa Scanlon who has won Sarasota County’s Stellar Award 
for excellence in her work as a librarian at the Elsie Quirk Library!  The Stellar 
Award highlighted Alyssa’s initiative in coordinating and implementing the 

Sarasota County Library system wide re-employment form project.  Individual 
libraries printed and distributed the paper re-employment forms to patrons who 
were having difficulty accessing the State of Florida’s re-employment website or 
difficulty in printing out the forms due to increased website traffic.  Libraries then 

mailed the completed forms to the state. This project occurred while libraries were 
closed to the public during the month of May and part of June.  Thank you Alyssa 
for your dedication and service!  

Welcome George Barnhouse! Welcome Marcus Gilfert! 

New Library Staff Members  

A native of North Carolina, George Barnhouse has recently 

graduated with a Masters of Library and Information 
Science from Indiana University Bloomington, specializing 
in Children and Youth Services.  George also has a degree 
in musicology  from  the University of Michigan - Ann 
Arbor, where they played the double bass.  George 
remembers spending their youth in and out of libraries  

and was inspired by some amazing librarians to pursue a 
degree in library science.  The transition from music to 
library science was a natural development for George 
whose love of reading and libraries rivals their love of 
music and opera.   
 

Current Favorite Books:  
Breakfast of Champions  - by Kurt Vonnegut  

This is one of George’s favorite Vonnegut novels.   
 

John Dies at the End  - David Wong  
The first part of a trilogy, John Dies at the End  is an 
innovative novel that George enjoys and recommends. 

 

Marcus Gilfort  is Elsie Qurik Library’s newest librarian!  
He has degrees from Edison College (now FSW), Hodges 
University, and Florida State University where he 

completed his Masters of Library and Information Science.  
During his studies, Marcus became captivated with 
library work and was inspired by one of his professors to 
obtain special certificates in both Teen Services and 
Graphic Novels.  He is familiar both with Englewood and 
Sarasota County, having worked previously at the 

Englewood Charlotte Library and the North Port Library 

where he ran one of the nationally acclaimed Girls Who 

Code  programs.  At Elsie Quirk, Marcus is excited to  be 

focusing on a different and challenging area of library 
work, Adult Services and Reference.  
 

Current Favorite Book:   
The Catcher in the Rye - by J.D. Salinger  

Marcus recently reread this coming-of-age novel, and was 
struck by its depth both stylistically  and thematically 
with the use of an unreliable narrator and the gripping 
transformation of the main character.  
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Friends of the Elsie Quirk Library 
Membership  

The Friends of the Elsie Quirk Library spends more than 
$20,000 annually to provide you FREE educational 
programs, activities, and live entertainment.  Our Tax 
Dollars do not support these programs, - only the 
FRIENDS of Elsie Quirk Library!  

Be a Friend of the Library for as little as $10 annually!  Your 
dues can be at whatever level you choose!  Volunteering is 
optional.  

Please help us continue to provide the excellent free 
programs and services that you and our Englewood 
community enjoy at Elsie Quirk Library. 

Buy a Personalized Brick - $75 

~In Memory of loved one 

~Gift for a Special occasion 

~Your special words engraved 

Support The Friends of Elsie Quirk Library today! 

Forms are available in the Bookstore or call John 

Dubowik, President of the Friends, at 941-473-3515. 

Buy a Forever Memory Brick  

in the Friends of the Elsie Quirk 

Library’s Golden Reading Garden 

Name:____________________________________________________________________ 

 

Address:__________________________________________________________________ 

 

City:________________________________________State:__________Zip:___________ 

 

Phone:__________________________Email:____________________________________ 

 

Date:_________________________       New Member?    _____   Renewal?  _____ 

 

Do you wish to remain anonymous?       Yes   _____     No    _____  

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

$10 Individual______         $30 Contributor______             $100 Benefactor______     

$20 Family______               $50 Sponsor______                    $500 + Patron______     

 

The Friends of the Elsie Quirk Library receives 100% of all contributions. We are a non-profit 501(c)3 tax exempt organization, and 

contributions are deductible to the extent allowed by law.   

Please enclose this form with your 

check made payable to: 
 

Friends of the Elsie Quirk Library 

100 West Dearborn Street 

Englewood, FL 34223  

www.friendsofelsiequirk.org  

Volunteer Interests  

Garden:  _____ 

Bookstore:  _____ 

Board Member:_____ 

Donation 

In Memory of: ____ Memorial  or  In Honor Of: ____Tribute  
 

For( name):_________________________________________________    From (name):____________________________________________________ 
 

Occasion:________________________________ Amount: $_______    Address:___________________________________________ 
 

Send Notice to:___________________________________________     City:_______________________ State:_______ Zip:________ 
 

Address:_________________________________________________     Phone: _____________________________________________ 
    

City:____________________________ State:_______ Zip:________     Email:______________________________________________ 


