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MANAGER’S REPORT 
Zina Jayne - Library Manager 

I am very pleased to be writing my first manager’s report as the new Elsie Quirk Library manager!  I have had the good 
fortune over time to work at some unique and wonderful libraries, and to work with remarkable librarians; it is 
immediately clear that Elsie Quirk is a truly special library, with a dedicated and very talented staff, and has become a 
fast favorite for me.  I am both inspired and honored to be here.  
  
September has been an exciting month!  We welcomed new staff member Ashley Hunek, who is a friendly and capable 
addition to the youth department.  Ashley was a temporary library aid here, and it is a pleasure to have her join the 
team.    
 
We celebrated Banned Books Week, established in 1982 to celebrate the freedom to read. According to the American 
Library Association, it was launched “in response to a sudden surge in the number of challenges to books in schools, 
bookstores and libraries” and “highlights the value of free and open access to information.”  It is both an important 
initiative, and a sassy celebration of libraries.   
 
We joyfully welcomed the end of fines!  As of September 24th, the Sarasota County Library System no longer charges 
fines for overdue materials.  Worry not—incentives are in place to encourage the timely return of books and other 
items, so this is not a free for all!  Once an item is 2 weeks overdue, a patron’s card will be blocked from checking out 
items, placing holds, and using many digital resources until items are returned.  Items that are damaged or lost will 
continue to be billed to the patron.  Many libraries across the country have gone fine free with excellent results, 
including an increase in responsible borrowing, an increase in library use, an increase in general positivity, and, most 
especially, an increase in staff time spent directly fulfilling the mission of the library rather than being collectors and 
custodians of cash. 
 
I look forward to getting to know all of you, and enthusiastically invite you to stop in and say hello, ask questions, 
share ideas, and tell me what you love about your library!  

Fantastic Friends fundraiser!  

A Lemon Bay Playhouse Benefit Performance  

Lying in state   
A Comedy by David C. Hyer, directed by Ric Goodwin  

October 22, 2019 ~ 7:30 p.m. 

A state senator has died in a ridiculous gun accident, and it has made him a national hero.  Everyone is 
searching for something; the local political leaders are looking for someone to fill his seat, his ex-wife is 

looking for a bugler to play for his funeral, and a host of other zany characters are looking for love, votes, 
the right casket, and a purple squirrel named Mel.  In this madcap comedy, - love, politics, and,… 

well….everything is not what it seems! 

Tickets ~ $25.00  
Call or visit the box office M-F, 10 a.m. ~ 2 p.m. ~ 941-475-6756 

All proceeds benefit the Friends of the Elsie Quirk Library!  
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ELSIE QUIRK LIBRARY 

 Hours: Monday · 10 am - 8pm 

 Tuesday · 10 am - 5 pm 

 Wednesday · 10 am - 8 pm 

 Thursday · 10 am - 5 pm 

 Friday · 10 am - 5 pm 

 Saturday · 10 am - 5 pm  
 

100 West Dearborn Street 

Englewood, FL 34223 
 

John Dubowik, President 
Tom Swepston, Vice President  
Stacy Rae Heider, Treasurer 
Becky Dubowik, Secretary  
Paul Hyatt 
Julianna McIntyre 
Maria Elisabeth McIntyre 
John Ruthman 
 
BOOKSTORE MANAGER  
Camille Thinnes  
 
GARDEN MANAGER  
Jim Pollard 
 
LIBRARY MANAGEMENT 
Zina Jayne,  Library Manager  
Michele Strickland, Assistant 
Manager 
 
NEWSLETTER & WEBSITE 
Rough & Ready,  Website Manager  
Maria Elisabeth McIntyre,  Editor / 
 Newsletter Layout and Design 
 
If you would like to share your news 
with us, call our editor at 941-475-3599 
 
Visit Our Website @ 
www.friendsofelsiequirk.org 
 

And like us on facebook  
@ElsieQuirkLibraryFriends  

From the President  
John Dubowik 

A non-profit 501 © tax exempt organization 

Friends of the Elsie Quirk 

Library Board of Directors 

 

 

 

 

To our Patrons, Friends, Volunteers and Staff! 

The Board of the Friends of Elsie Quirk want to thank all those who 
visited our library this past season and throughout the summer!  The 
library is full of programs and entertainment that will continue 
throughout the year.   

A big thanks to the Friends who continue to support the library with 
a yearly membership donation.  By being a Friend, we can continue to 
make this wonderful library an enjoyable, educational, fun and free 
experience! 

We also thank our volunteers who support many functions of the 
library.  Did you know that there are more than 40 volunteers and over 
4500 yearly hours of volunteerism at Elsie Quirk?  Volunteer positions 
range from the Bookstore, to shelving, to the Friends board, to 
gardening, and more!  If you have any interest in learning how you 
might be able to volunteer, please ask at the circulation desk. 

To the staff at Elsie Quirk, we thank you for your support of the 
Friends and our ability to work together to make Elsie Quirk the best 
it can be!! 

If you are not back in town yet, be sure to stay in touch by visiting our 
website (www.friendsofelsiequirk.org) or Facebook page (Friends of 
Elsie Quirk).   

Again, our thanks to all of you who make Elsie Quirk Library a great 
asset to our community! 

John Dubowik  

President,  

Friends of the Elsie Quirk Library Board  

941-473-3515 / john.becky@comcast.net  
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Friends of the Elsie Quirk Library Bookstore  
 

This fall, the bookstore has a new collection of books, ranging from interesting 
cookbooks, to art, botany, fiction, and non-fiction books.  

Also in stock is a brand new collection of Young Adult Fantasy and Sci-Fi, including such 
series as Divergent and Maze Runner.  

The Friends Bookstore  also offers personalized service - looking for a special title or 
author?  The bookstore will take note of the title or author, and contact you when it 

comes in!   
Magazines are always only 25¢ 

 

If you have questions or large donations, please bring them on Monday or Tuesday mornings, or call (941)861-1216 
to make arrangements. . 

The Friends of the Elsie Quirk Library is pleased to welcome Zina Jayne as the new manager of the  

Elsie Quirk Library.   

 
 

 

 

This past spring, the Elsie Quirk Library volunteers were recognized for their dedication and service to the 
library at a luncheon held at the Boca Royale Golf & Country Club.  Long time Friends Board member Christine 
Kourapis was honored with a Lifetime Membership in recognition of her years of service to the library and the 
board.  The STAR AWARD was presented to the Friends Golden Reading Garden Team Members for their 
outstanding service in maintaining the garden.  The Friends is thankful for all its dedicated and outstanding 
volunteers! 

“I have been involved with libraries in one way or another since elementary 
school in Oregon, when a kind librarian took me under her wing and let me 
be an assistant.  My first library job was in Damascus, Syria at the American 
School, several years back, where I learned the true nature of librarianship 
from the wise, dedicated school librarian.  Through twists and turns, I 
became a rural Library Director in New England, made my way to Florida, 
ran the lovely Osprey Library, and now have the great fortune to be the 
new manager of the unique and fabulous Elsie Quirk Library.  It is with 
great enthusiasm and much gratitude that I join the remarkable Elsie Quirk 
team.” 

Christine Kourapis is presented with her 

lifetime membership by John Dubowik, 

president and Becky Dubowik, secretary.  

Volunteer Luncheon cake 
Garden Team members Jim Pollard, Holly Duke, 

Becky Dubowik, and Vivian Cohen receive the 

STAR AWARD.  
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For the past 13 years, the Elsie Quirk Library Board has awarded the STAR 
AWARD to a volunteer or volunteer team for outstanding volunteerism!! 
This year, the GARDEN TEAM won this award for their hard work and 
dedication to the Friends Golden Reading Garden.  Every Tuesday, under 
the guidance of master gardener Jim Pollard, the members of the garden 
team have met to spread mulch, replant, and clean up the garden area.  
Congratulations to Jim Pollard, Vivian Cohen, Becky Dubowik, Holly Duke, 
Mary Jean Greene, Muffy McDowell, and Kris Toothaker! 

Beth Sarles  
 

One of our most beloved volunteers, 
Lizabeth (Beth) Allewell Sarles, passed 
away on April 9, 2019. A number of St. 
David’s Episcopal Church members, 
college friends, Englewood neighbors, 
and Elsie Quirk Library volunteers and 
staff members attended an April 23rd 
Celebration of Life Liturgy where she was 
remembered for her church and 
community service, loving personality 
and good natured humor. 
 
In 2006, Beth, after attending several 
Lemon Bay Fest programs at Elsie Quirk 
Library, volunteered to sell gently used 
books in the Friends of Elsie Quirk 
Library bookstore. After a few years she 
joined the Friends of Elsie Quirk Library’s 
Board of Directors and eventually went 
on to serve on the Sarasota County 
Library Advisory Board. For the past 
several years Beth cheerfully greeted 
customers every Thursday morning in the 
Friends bookstore. 
~ Christine Kourapis  

Friends of the Elsie Quirk Library  

STAR AWARD 2019 

Friends Golden Reading Garden Update 

Master Gardener Jim Pollard is joined by the 

Garden Team. 
Commemorative picture collage hangs in 
the library by the  door to the Garden . 

The STAR AWARD! The “One Bag “ Master 

Gardener hard at work! 

Jim Pollard receives his “One Bag” 

photograph. 

 

Join the STAR AWARD winning garden team as they maintain the 

Friends Golden Reading Garden every Tuesday, from 10:00 a.m. -noon.  

If you enjoy gardening, volunteering, and having more fun than you 
thought possible, contact Jim Pollard (master gardener) at  

941-473-1360 or via email jimpollare721@yahoo.com.   

Tours of the Garden are also available every Tuesday from 10:00 a.m. - 
noon! Contact Jim Pollard for more information. 
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Youth and Teen News 

TEEN NEWS 
Deirdre Morrow 

Teen and Reference Librarian 

YOUTH NEWS 

Cristina Walton 

Library Professional, Youth Services 

”When in doubt, go to the library”  ~J.K. Rowling 

Fall / Winter  Programs for Youth  
The Youth department offers a wide range of programs and 
activities for children of all ages, from babies through 
tweens!   

 
  10:15 a.m. & 11:45 a.m.  
      
  3:30 p.m.  

 
  6:00 p.m. 

 
  10:30 a.m.  

 
  10:30 a.m.  
      
  1:30 p.m.  

Fall / Winter Programs for  
Teens & Tweens  

 

New Teen and Tweens programs are coming to the Elsie 

Quirk Library!  Teens and Tweens are looking forward to 

the new programs and events planned for this coming 

year.  All events begin at 5:30 p.m. unless otherwise noted. 

  

Games include everything from Monopoly and Clue to 

Zombie Dice and the Sheriff of Nottingham!  

   

Come join us and help plan the programs we offer while 

earning volunteer hours!  All teen programs are open to 

middle and high school students. Hope to see you there! 

Join fellow teens and tweens for an hour of crafting and 

exploring the ‘creation station’ while creating items that 

will benefit our Englewood community.   

Judy Ross, a youth services staff employee, has retired. 
Judy has been at Elsie Quirk Library for the past 21 
years. Judy started as a volunteer and then became an 

employee in June 1998. Over the years, she has 
provided service to many Englewood children and 
their families. Whether it was providing reader’s 
advisory, answering homework questions, delivering 
books to local childcare facilities, or presenting 
programs for children,  Judy’s presence will surely be 
missed. Cris Walton said  “Judy and I have worked 
side by side for 21 years, I am going to miss her 

greatly”.  Congratulations to Judy; we wish her the 
very best! 

This summer, teens and tweens enjoyed a dance class 
presented by Sarasota Contemporary Dance as part of 

Elsie Quirk’s Universe of Stories 2019 Summer Learning 
Program.  This lively group of dancers left the library with 

some new dance steps to share with their family and 
friends.    
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Friends of the Library Discussion Programs  

Fall, Winter & Spring 2019-2020 

 

Meetings are every 3rd Thursday of the month, November through April. Copies and more information are 

available at the Reference Desk.  

  

11/21 ~ Lucky Us, Amy Bloom  

12/19 ~ The Tattooist of Auschwitz, Heather Morris  

 1/16 ~ Before We Were Yours, Lisa Wingate  

 2/20 ~ Little Fires Everywhere, Celeste Ng  

 3/19 ~ Eleanor Oliphant is Completely Fine, Gail Honeyman  

 4/16 ~ Lion, Saroo Brierley  

Meetings are on the 2nd Thursday of the Month at 10:15 a.m. in the upstairs Small Meeting Room.  

Selections are from The Best American Short Stories of the Century (1999 expanded edition) edited by 

John Updike. A copy is available at the Reference Desk or you can purchase a copy at most bookstores or 

online.  New members are always welcome.  For more information, contact George Mahoney, 941-474-

7685, mahoney74@verizon.net 

  

Meetings are on the 1st Thursday of the Month at 10:15 a.m. in the upstairs Small Meeting Room. 

Selections are from the Great Books Foundation’s Great Conversations 4 and Great Conversations 5. 

Copies are available at the Reference Desk or can be purchased at most bookstores or online. New Members 

are always welcome. For more information, contact George Mahoney, 941-474-7685, 

mahoney74@verizon.net 

 

Most Mondays ~ January through April ~ at 10:15a.m. to noon 

Topics will be posted as soon as they are available. 
 

The Elsie Quirk Library’s Great Decisions Discussion Group, the largest in Florida, is sponsored by the 

Friends of the Elsie Quirk Library.  Organized by the Foreign Policy Association, Great Decisions is the 

nation’s oldest organization devoted to citizen education on world affairs.  The books will be available for 

purchase in the Friends Bookstore.  Everyone is welcome!  

2/13 ~ Crazy Sunday, F. Scott Fitzgerald  

3/12 ~ Here We Are, Dorothy Parker  

        ~ Gesturing, John Updike  

 4/9  ~ Soon, Pam Durban  

11/14 ~ The Peach Stone, Paul Horgan  

12/12 ~ Resurrection of a Life, W. Saroyan  

        ~ The Other Woman, Sherwood Anderson 

 1/9  ~ You’re Ugly Too, Lorrie Moore  

11/7 ~ The Smallest Woman, C. Lispector  

12/5 ~ Lava Cameo, E. Boland  

 1/2 ~ The Things They Carried, T. O’Brien  

 2/6 ~ Hekabe, Euripides  

 3/5 ~ Selected Poems, John Keats  

 4/2 ~ Ethan Brand, Nathaniel Hawthorne  
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FABRIC JEWELRY MAKING  

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 29, 2p.m. 

Ellen Goldberg teaches participants 

techniques for creating jewelry from 

fabric.  Registration is required.  
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

WALLED-IN  

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 14, 2p.m. 

In her memoir, author J. Elke Ertle 

describes her experiences living in West 

Berlin during the Cold War and through 

the fall of the Berlin Wall.   
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

HOLIDAY COOKING LECTURE 

MONDAY, DECEMBER 9, 2 p.m. 

Chef Warren shows you how to enjoy the 

holidays with great ideas for appetizers and 

main courses.   
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

FLORIDA FRIENDLY 

LANDSCAPING 101 - TUESDAY, 

JANUARY 28, 10:30 a.m.  

Learn the basics along with nine principles 

for a beautiful, eco-friendly landscape.  
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

BAILA MILLER LECTURE SERIES: 

Baila Miller leads a lively and informative 

lecture series. Lectures begin at 2 p.m. 

 

January 30 ~ Greek Myths 

February 27 ~ The Iliad and the  

                       Odyssey 

March 26 ~ Greek Sculpture and  

                     Architecture  

April 30 ~ Hellenistic Geography,  

              History, & Alexander the Great  

 

Friends of the Library  

Presentations, Lectures, and Events 

LIFETIME MEMBER: 
Ron Cutsinger 

Tom and Annete Dignam  
Christine Kourapis 

Angie Zerad  

 

BENEFACTOR:  
Vivian Cohen  
Janette Craig 

John and Becky Dubowik  

Englewood Isles Property 

Association  

Family Garden Club of Eng-

lewood  
Henry Kelly  

George and Diane Mahoney  
Jackie Ruthman 

John Ruthman  

Robert Sarles 

Marila and James Sciarello  

Suncoast Writer’s Guild 

Mr./Mrs. Tom Swepston  

 

SPONSOR:  
Anonymous  

Wayne Dombeck  

Barbara Handl-Krueger 
Helen Hatton 

Cynthia and Chris Hodas  
Paul Hyatt  

Muffy McDowell 

Bea Miley 
Kathy Morey  

Sandy Mueller  

Murray Smith 

 

 CONTRIBUTOR:  
Deborah Bouchard 

Patricia Stoddart  

Helen Wikoff 

Members of the Friends of the  

Elsie Quirk Library 

May 1, 2018 -  April 30, 2019 

FAMILY:  
Anonymous 

Anonymous 
Anonymous 

David and Mary Bern-

heisel  
Glenn Borreson  

Mr./Mrs. Elliot Helfand 

Leo Hughes  

Jeannie Kant  

Christine Kourapis  

Louise Little 

John and Deborah 

McGuidwin 

Maria Elisabeth McIntyre  
John and Janet McIntyre 

Linda and Don Schilke  

Susan Stuart  

Karen Swartz 

Kristina Toothaker  

 

INDIVIDUAL:  
Anonymous  

Anonymous 

Robert Basine  
Diana Bell  

Richard and Ellen Bilangi 

Nancy Capron 
Susan Cianflone  

Rosemary Cody 

Susan Forrest  
Carol Garrett  

Janet Heckroth  

Carolyn McCallum 

Bill McClure  

Christine Mickiewicz 

Lois Overton 
John Regan  

Joanne Rigassio  

Kay Rihn  
Connie Sterner  

Helen B. Streeter  
George Todaro 

Nancy Walker  

Marianne Welsh  



8 

Friends of the Elsie Quirk Library 
Membership  

The Friends of the Elsie Quirk Library spends more 
than $25,000.⁰⁰ annually to provide you FREE 
educational programs, activities, and live 
entertainment.  Our Tax Dollars do not support these 
programs, - only the FRIENDS of Elsie Quirk Library!  

Be a Friend of the Library for as little as $10 annually!  
Your dues can be at whatever level you choose!  
Volunteering is optional.  

Please help us continue to provide the excellent free 
programs and services that you and our Englewood 
community enjoy at Elsie Quirk Library. 

Buy a Personalized Brick - $75 

~In Memory of loved one 

~Gift for a Special occasion 

~Your special words engraved 

Support The Friends of Elsie Quirk Library today! 

Forms are available in the Bookstore or call John 

Dubowik, President of the Friends, at 941-473-3515. 

 

 

Buy a Forever Memory Brick  

in the Friends of the Elsie Quirk 

Library’s Golden Reading Garden 


