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A Garden Walk of Memories & Stories
The unread story is not a story; it is little black marks on wood pulp. The reader, reading it, makes it
live: a live thing, a story. - Ursula K. LeGuin
Stepping into the Friends Golden Reading Garden, is
stepping into a quiet, nature-filled reading sanctuary.
Stepping onto the paved walkway, is stepping into a world
of stories, hidden within the words engraved on a paving
brick. Among these hidden stories are some that wind
themselves back into the private and collective memories
and stories that form the essence of a place, in this case,
the Elsie Quirk Library and bookstore.

Some bricks commemorate a special moment; some
honor a living person; some are memorial. Some have the
feeling of wanting to say so much, but are limited by so few
words.
From Marila & Jim Sciarello

.
From Helen Wikoff and Joe Sheffel

From the Elsie Quirk Friends Board

Ola Caruso

Marila & Jim Sciarello

Ola Caruso, 1917-2018
Ola Caruso was born before women had the right to
vote. She last voted in 2016 at the age of 99. She grew up
during a time when women were not encouraged to pursue
higher education. She quietly applied to Pembroke
College in Brown University and received a full
scholarship. Her father forbade her to go to college. She
went to work instead, and she surrounded herself with
books. Ola loved to read, and she shared this love with
her children, filling their lives with books and trips to the
library.
At the age of 85, Ola’s vision began to fail her, and by
her early 90’s, Ola was largely blind. Her daughter,
Marila, began a new habit - she would read to her mother
every evening for over an hour. If she couldn’t be with
her, she would call her and read to her over the phone.
Together, they read through her mother’s favorite authors,
through new series, through old favorites, and through
many a mystery. The love of books strengthened their
love for each other.
Many of these books were borrowed from the Elsie
Quirk Library. When Ola had to move into a nursing
home, Jim, who was more like a son then a son-in-law,
found a solution to ease this transition, - books
downloaded from the National Library Service for the
Blind and Physically Handicapped. Over time, Ola
listened to over 1,300 books lovingly downloaded by Jim.
These books brought joy to her life, joy to those around
her, and a smile to her face. ~Maria Elisabeth McIntyre, Newsletter Editor

Odie Kourapis, 1935-2018
When Camille Thinnes, bookstore manager, asked
Odie Kourapis to join her group of volunteers, she could
not have anticipated the impact Odie would have on
everyone who met him. He greeted each person with a
friendly smile that radiated joy. He had that rare ability to
connect with people, regardless of age or circumstance,
which made each person feel important and understood.
He made people laugh, telling them there would be an
“exit fee” if they didn’t buy anything. It wasn’t unusual
to hear the story of a child, meeting Odie in the bookstore,
sum up the encounter with “I like that man!”. He enjoyed
volunteering, he enjoyed selling books, and he was good
at it.
Before retiring to Englewood with his wife Chris, Odie
worked as sales manager for various car dealerships both
in Florida and in Maine. He and Chris raised three
beautiful daughters together. He was active in the
Hellenic Orthodox Church, served on various boards,
including the Portland Symphony Orchestra, and was an
alderman. He was well liked and well respected by all.
When Odie passed this year, a wave of sorrow washed
over the library, the bookstore, and over all who knew
him. Yet, his stories and his memories are with us still.
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Friends of Elsie Quirk Library
Board of Directors
John Dubowik, President
Tom Swepston, Vice President
Stacy Rae Heider, Treasurer
Becky Dubowik, Secretary
Paul Hyatt
Christine Kourapis
Julianna McIntyre
Maria Elisabeth McIntyre
John Ruthman

Do you want to be on the Friends of Elsie
Quirk Board of Directors?
Do you love Elsie Quirk? Do you want to make a difference? Do you
want to be appreciated and part of a volunteer group that helps
support and drive the free educational programs, fun activities and
community support for all ages??

If so……..

BOOKSTORE MANAGER
Camille Thinnes
LIBRARY MANAGEMENT
Amie Lemire, Library Manager
Michele Strickland, Assistant Manager
NEWSLETTER & WEBSITE
Rough & Ready, Website Manager
Maria Elisabeth McIntyre, Editor /
Newsletter Layout and Design
If you would like to share your news with
us, call our editor at 941-475-3599
Visit Our Website @

www.friendsofelsiequirk.org

ELSIE QUIRK LIBRARY
Hours: Monday · 10 am - 8pm
Tuesday · 10 am - 5 pm
Wednesday · 10 am - 8 pm
Thursday · 10 am - 5 pm
Friday · 10 am - 5 pm
Saturday · 10 am - 5 pm
100 West Dearborn Street
Englewood, FL 34223

We want YOU!!
We are looking for individuals who can meet monthly (September –
May) and interested in being on a team of individuals who would
welcome your input, creativity and talents to help further drive the
success of Elsie Quirk Library. We have various committees such as
Newsletter, Friends Membership, Fundraising, Programing and
Finance. You can participate at your desired level.
With our topic of board members, it is with a heavy heart that we let
you know that Pat Burkey, Board Member, Programs coordinator,
recently passed away. She will be sorely missed at the library and
within the Englewood community. Her enthusiasm was contagious –
never to be forgotten.
Please consider being a board member – Look forward to hearing from
you and happy to answer any questions you might have.
John Dubowik, President, Friends of Elsie Quirk Board
john.becky@comcast.net / 941-473-3515

It is never to early to start your Christmas shopping! We are having a
on our most expensive books,
We also have beautiful books on flowers and plants, as well art books,
cookbooks, fiction, nonfiction, and music CDs. We have collections of autographed books, including Randy Wayne
White, JD Robb, Daniel Silva, Laura Bush, Dr. Wayne Dyer, among others. We have the complete series of Karen
Kingsbury, Barbara Lewis, and Lori Wick books as well as the complete series of TV shows including Charmed, Friends,
The Sopranos, and more! If you have questions or large donations, please bring them on Monday or Tuesday mornings,
or call (941)861-1216 to make arrangements.
.
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MANAGER’S REPORT
Amie Lemire - Library Manager
from November through April. Selected pieces include
essential works by I. Kant, M. Arnold, Shirley Jackson, Y.
Kawabata, and Lisel Mueller.

‘Tis the Season…to say “Welcome Home!” to
Englewood’s “Seasonal Snowbirds!” Hello, hello! How
was your Summer? Hope it was great, but here at Elsie
Quirk Library, we’re so happy you’re back!

The Short Story Discussion Group meets on the second
Thursday of the month, and will be diving into selections
from The Best American Short Stories of the Century,
edited by John Updike, such as Meneseteung, by Alice
Munro; The Killers, by Ernest Hemingway; and Double
Birthday, by Willa Cather.

So much has happened since your visit – and so much is
about to happen – so it’s the perfect time to Find Yourself
at the Library!
We have made great strides in technology – our new Public
Printing System offers Mobile Printing! Now, you can print
on the go, from anywhere, right from your Smartphone or
tablet. We also debuted a Mobile App for iPhone and
Android devices, which makes it super easy to check your
account, place holds, renew items, reserve a Meeting Room
– all with a swipe of your finger. Elsie Quirk also has a
convenient Charging Station – located right near the
newspapers – so you’ll never be stranded at 5% Battery
Life ever again!

Selections for the Reading Discussion Group, which
meets on the third Thursday of the month, are eclectic,
diverse, and engaging – Born a Crime, Hidden Figures,
and Killers of the Flower Moon are just a taste of what
we’ll be talking about in this discussion group.
The always-popular Baila Miller Lecture Series will begin
on January 31st with Claude Monet. “Literature of the
‘Lost Generation’” is the topic for February 21st, and Andrew Wyeth on March 21st. The four-part series will conclude on April 25th with a final lecture on Ballet Russe.

Over the summer, we presented some exciting new
programs for children, teens and adults, including Library
Bingo!, Jewelry Making, Sewing Basics, Make It!, and
Artists and Concerts in the Libraries. I’m happy to
announce that some of these programs will be back – by
popular demand – so be sure to check Elsie Quirk’s
“Library Events” calendar and save your seat!

There’s a LOT going on at Elsie Quirk! Come on in and
Find Yourself at the Library!

From the Board of the Friends of the
Elsie Quirk Library,
To our Fellow Board Member,
Paul Hyatt,
Wishing you a Very Happy 90th Birthday!
And, Many More Board Meetings to Come!

We have a variety of unique and diverse library programs,
classes and events for patrons of all ages throughout the
month: For Children, we have Forty Carrots: Partners in
Play, LEGO Club, Full S.T.E.A.M. Ahead!, Reading
Buddies and Read with the Dogs, and also Family
Storytime and Spanish Storytime.
For Teens, we are proud to introduce two new Young Adult
programs – World Culture Club and Teen Book Club.
World Culture Club is all about exploring new countries
and cultures without ever leaving the library! Teen Book
Club may sound pretty explanatory, but it’s a great chance
to meet other teens who share a love of reading. World
Culture Club takes place on the second Wednesday of the
month at 5:30 p.m., while Teen Book Club is the fourth
Wednesday of the month, also at 5:30 p.m. If you are a
teenager, and you have something to say, or share, or
explore, come to our Teen Advisory Group (T.A.G.) and let
your voice be heard!
It’s also time to welcome back Elsie Quirk’s popular
“Seasonal Book Discussion Groups,” which meet on
Thursdays at 10:15 a.m. The Great Books Discussion
Group, which meets on the first Thursday of each month
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In Memory of Pat
Burkey

Friends Golden
Reading Garden
Update

November 30, 1936 - October 10, 2018
It is with great sadness that the Board of the Elsie Quirk
Library announces the passing of our fellow Board
Member, Program Chairperson, and library volunteer Pat
Burkey. She was a Board member for over 12 years, and a
library volunteer for 16 years. As Program Chairperson,
she coordinated an amazing array of lectures, presentations,
and concerts. She was an integral part of the Great
Decisions Discussion Group and regular participant and
volunteer in many library programs. A great reader and
lover of books, she not only facilitated the Reading
Discussion Group, but also chose the book list. Foremost,
Pat was kind, generous, cheerful, and full of life. Her query
of “How can I help you” rang true and sincere. Her impact
went far beyond the walls of the Elsie Quirk Library. She
was a mentor to Englewood’s youth, a volunteer youth
swim coach at both Lemon Bay High School and the
Englewood Family YMCA, and the Osteoporosis Support
Group coordinator at the Englewood Community Hospital.
She will be sorely missed.
In memory of her service to the library and the Englewood
community, the Friends Board has named one of its student
scholarships the Patricia Lynn Burkey Memorial
Scholarship
Forever Remembered
Forever Loved

Friends President John Dubowik and Board Member
John Ruthman spent the afternoon of Friday, November
2nd, 2018, in camaraderie and hard work as they repaired
the Memory Brick Walkway of the Golden Reading
Garden.
The Golden Garden is open to everyone during the
regular hours of the Elsie Quirk Library . The Friends
encourage you to explore this quiet and beautiful garden
where you can enjoy nature, find hidden treasures of art,
take shelter under the gazebo, wonder about the memory
bricks, and of course, read a book..
The Garden is maintained by the Friends and its group of
Garden Volunteers. Every Tuesday, from 10am-noon,
these volunteers join Master Gardener Jim Pollard to
spread mulch, clean up the garden area, and replant when
necessary. Contact Jim Pollard at 941-473-1360 or email
jimpollard721@yahoo.com if you wish to join a fun and
caring group of volunteers!
Tours of the Garden are also available every Tuesday
from 10am-noon. Call Jim Pollard at 941-473-1360 to
schedule.

4

Youth and Teen News
“When in doubt, go to the library” ~J.K. Rowling

YOUTH NEWS

TEEN NEWS

Cristina Walton
Library Professional, Youth Services

Deirdre Morrow
Teen and Reference Librarian

Fall Programs for Youth

Fall Programs for Teens
Teen Programs are in full swing this fall at the Elsie
Quirk Library! In September, we started two new teen
programs: World Culture Club and Teen Book Club.
World Culture Club meets on the 2nd Wednesday of the
month at 5:30 p.m. Come and learn about different
cultures! Each month we will feature a different region or
country, watch videos, look at books, and even sample
some regional cuisine. So far, we have learned about
Ireland and Spain. In November, France is on the menu!
Teen Book Club, which meets on the 4th Wednesday of
the month at 5:30 p.m., is a little different than your
typical book club. Each month, we ask each teen to bring
one of their favorite books to discuss. This is a great way
to learn about new books. You might just find a new
favorite!
On October 27, teens from Englewood joined teens from
North Port and surrounding areas for a HallowTeen party
at the Shannon Staub Library in North Port! Participants
played laser tag and other games, made crafts,
participated in an escape room, and dressed up in
costume. A good time was had by all!

Halloween Fun in the Golden Garden. Family Storytime
culminated with fun family activites in the gazebo after enjoying a
StoryWalk along the garden path.

Pumpkin Storytime. Older preschool children and their
families enjoy creating a pupmpkin craft. The infants and
toddlers enjoy playtime with educational toys.

The monthly afterschool S.T.E.A.M. program focused on the science of
Shrinky Dinks. The children learned about how polystyrene can be
stretched and then how it shrinks when heated. The children created
many unique designs. Thank you to volunteers Connor Cantrell and
Genie Zimmerman for their assistance with this program.
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Elsie Quirk Teens Keagan Roeder and Ally Slowick at the
HallowTeen Party at the Shannon Staub Library.

Friends of the Library
Reading Discussion Book Group

Friends of the Library
Presentations, Lectures, and Concert
NATURE PRESENTATION SERIES:

Thursdays at 10:15 a.m.
Moderators:
Amie Lemire and Alyssa Lopez
Copies and more information are available
at the Reference Desk

Bob and Kim Yantorno share their travel
experiences.
Presentations begin at 2 p.m.

January 16 ~ African Safari!
February 13 ~ Galapagos Experience!
March 13 ~ Costa Rica: An ActionPacked Adventure!

Date

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

November
15

OVERFALLS LIGHTHOUSE SHIP:
Dave Bernheisel shares coastal maritime history and
the process that the Overfalls Foundation went
through to resore the Overfalls Lightship.
Presentation begins at 2 p.m.

December
20

Book Title

The Immortalists
~ by Chloe Benjamin
Born a Crime
~ by Trevor Noah

February 20

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
CLASSICAL GUITAR CONCERT
Peter Fletcher
An evening of live music featuring Classical
Guitarist Peter Fletcher.
Concert begins at 5 p.m.

March 20
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

BAILA MILLER LECTURE SERIES:

January
17

Behold the Dreamers
~ by Imbolo Mbue

February
21

Hidden Figures
~ by Margot Lee Shetterly

March
21

Killers of the Flower
Moon
~ David Grann

April
18

Baila Miller leads a lively and informative lecture
series.
Lectures begin at 2 p.m.

January 31 ~ Claude Monet
February 21 ~ Literature of the “Lost
Generation”
March 21 ~ Andrew Wyeth
April 25 ~ Ballet Russe
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
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Americanah
~ by Chimamanda Ngozi
Adichie

Friends of the Library Discussion Programs
Fall 2018 & Spring 2019
Short Story Group

The Great Books Discussion Group

2nd Thursday of the Month at 10:15 a.m.
Upstairs Small Meeting Room
Facilitator: George Mahoney,
941-475-7685 mahoney74@verizon.net
Selections from The Best American Short Stories of the
Century (expanded edition, 1999), edited by John Updike.
A copy is available at the Reference Desk and can be
purchased in bookstores and online.

1st Thursday of the Month at 10:15 a.m.
Upstairs Small Meeting Room
Facilitator: George Mahoney,
941-475-7685 mahoney74@verizon.net
Selections from the Great Books Foundation’s Great
Conversations 4. Copies are available at the Reference
Desk, or can be found inexpensively through Amazon and
eBay.

November 8
Meneseteung, -Alice Munro
December 13
Verona: A Young Woman Speaks, -Harold Brodkey
The Ledge, -Lawrence Hall
January 10
Criers and Kibitzers, -Stanley Elkin
February 14
The Killers, -Ernest Hemingway
Little Selves, -Mary Lerner
March 14
The Hitch-Hikers, -Eudora Welty
My Dead Brother Comes to America, -A. Godin
April 11
Double Birthday, -Willa Cather

November 1
Appendices 1 and 2 on Perpetual Peace, -I. Kant
December 6
Culture and Anarchy, Parts 3 & 4, -M. Arnold
January 3
Pragmatism, Part 2, -W. James
February 7
The First Snow on Mount Fuji, -Y. Kawabata
March 7
The Lottery, -Shirley Jackson
April 4
Selected Poems, -Lisel Mueller

Great Decisions Discussion Group ~ 2019
Most Mondays January through April at 10:15 a.m.
Contact Tom Swepston at 941-474-2214 for more information or to become a moderator
The Great Decisions Discussion Group, the largest in Florida, is sponsored by the Friends of Elsie Quirk.
Organized by the Foreign Policy Association, Great Decisions is the nation’s oldest organization devoted to
citizen education on world affairs. The books will be available for purchase in the Friends Bookstore.
The 8 topics for the 2019 Great Decisions Discussion Group are now available!
~Refugees and Global Migration
~The Middle East: Regional Disorder
~Nuclear negotiations: Back to the Future?
~The Rise of Populism in Europe
~Decoding U.S.-China Trade
~Cyber Conflicts and Geopolitics
~The United States and Mexico: Partnership Tested
~State of the State Department and Diploma
January 28,
February 11,

The possible dates for the meetings are as follows:
February 25, March 11,
March 25,
March 4,
March 18,
April 1,

April 8,
April 15.

Check the Friend’s Newsletter, Bulletin Board, and Fliers for confirmation of dates and topics!
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Buy a Forever Memory Brick
in the Friends of the Elsie Quirk Library’s
Golden Reading Garden

Buy a Personalized Brick - $75
~In Memory of loved one
~Gift for a Special occasion
~Your special words engraved
Support The Friends of Elsie Quirk Library today!

Friends of the Library Membership
The Friends of the Elsie Quirk Library spends more
than $25,000.⁰⁰ annually to provide you FREE
educational programs, activities, and live
entertainment. Our Tax Dollars do not support these
programs, - only the FRIENDS of Elsie Quirk Library!
Be a Friend of the Library for as little as $10 annually!
Your dues can be at whatever level you choose and are
tax deductible. Volunteering is optional.
Please help us continue to provide the excellent free
programs and services that you and our Englewood
community enjoy at Elsie Quirk Library.

Forms are available in the Bookstore or call John
Dubowik, President of the Friends, at 941-473-3515.
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