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Library Volunteers Honored at Luncheon
The best way to find yourself, is to lose yourself in the service of others. ~ Mahatma Gandhi
Library” modeled from the Dolly Parton Foundation where
a child receives a free book a month and receives an
invitation to visit a local library. The goal is to raise
$200,000. So far $140 has been raised and an expected
Selby Foundation grant of $50 should help them meet their
goal. Other Foundation projects include youth mental
health, raising awareness of youth programs, and providing
a pathway to adulthood for kids starting middle school.
Past Friends President and Lifetime Member, Ron
Cutsinger, concluded the program by reminding the group
that books in print will never go out of style as research
shows that people retain information better when reading
printed material.
After lunch, Friends President John Dubowick
announced the winner of this year’s Star Award. Although
in the past, the award was presented to a volunteer who
displayed exemplary service to the library, it was decided
that this year the entire group of bookstore volunteers, often
believed to be paid staff, should receive the award. In
appreciation for hours of exemplary service, each volunteer
was given a special star volunteer name badge. A plaque
honoring all volunteers will be prominently displayed in the
bookstore.

Christine Kourapis,
Consulting Newsletter Editor

On Tuesday, April 17, Elsie Quirk Library
volunteers were honored at Boca Royale Golf & Country
Club. Prior to lunch being served, President John Dubowik
welcomed volunteers, thanked luncheon organizers, and
announced the drawing of raffle tickets for two gift baskets
prepared by board members Pat Burkey and Maria
Elisabeth McIntyre. All who joined or renewed their
Friends’ memberships during the membership drive were
eligible to win, and the prizes went to Keith Shell and
David and Mary Bernheisel.
President Dubowik next introduced Sarasota
County Library Director, Sarabeth Kalajian, who
announced the formation of a Library Advocacy Team
whose goal is to support essential library funding by
meeting with County Commissioners on a regular basis.
Although some library budgets were trimmed this year,
much funding was preserved as a result of the team’s
efforts. After thanking volunteers and library staff
members, Director Kalajian encouraged them to become
library advocates by “telling the story” of how library
services benefit their community.
Elsie Quirk Library Manager, Aimee Lemire, next
reported that in 2017 Elsie Quirk Library volunteers logged
in 4,263 hours. She went on to point out that the Friends
Bookstore volunteers logged in 187 hours in one month and
that Reading Garden volunteers, who meet monthly, ensure
that the Friends Reading Garden provides a quiet, peaceful
space all year long. She ended by praising the efforts of
teen volunteers “the future of our library” who work hard,
especially in the summer, with craft preparation, program
assistance, and shelving.
Former Sarasota Commissioner, Shannon Staub, a
strong supporter of Elsie Quirk Library and a Founding
President of the Library Foundation for Sarasota, explained
that the Foundation, a 501 © 3 organization, works
tirelessly to ensure that library services endure. “It’s
important to note that no tax dollars are provided as we rely
on private donations,” she explained. The Foundation
promotes childhood literacy by providing an “Imagination

Winners of the Star Award - Our Dedicated Bookstore Volunteers!
From left to right, Friends President John Dubowik, Bookstore
Manager Camille Thinnes, Volunteers Miriam Alba, Helen Wickoff,
Beth Sarles, Gloria Gayer, Louise Little, Lois Overton, Linda Ricke,
Deb Bouchard, Peggy Johnston. Missing from the picture are Jane
Byrns, Vera Landi, Judy Keough, and Bob Meyerholz.
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From the President

Annual Meeting

John Dubowik
A non-profit 501 © tax exempt organization
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Christine Kourapis, Consulting Newsletter
Editor
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call Maria Elisabeth at 941-475-3599
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ELSIE QUIRK LIBRARY
Hours: Monday · 10 am - 8pm
Tuesday · 10 am - 5 pm
Wednesday · 10 am - 8 pm
Thursday · 10 am - 5 pm
Friday · 10 am - 5 pm
Saturday · 10 am - 5 pm
100 West Dearborn Street
Englewood, FL 34223

Have You Heard?

Our 10 Sarasota County libraries are
being impacted by budget cuts from
the General Fund of Sarasota County!
We sometimes take our libraries for
granted and enjoy all the FREE
services they provide.
What if Elsie Quirk Library was
closed or there was a reduction in
hours/days of operation?
Thanks to the Library Foundation’s
Community Advocacy Team (CAT)
who attended all Budget Workshops
on behalf of the libraries, the County
Commissioners decided not to reduce
service hours.
This is great news but additional cuts
to the Library’s Operating Budget still
remain, including:
36% cut in the libraries’ Book
Collection Budget
48% cut in the libraries’ Online
Resources and Databases

The Friends of the Elsie Quirk
Library will be holding their
Annual Meeting at 3 p.m. on
Thursday, May 17 in the Upstairs
Meeting Room. The general public
is welcome to attend. The Friends
maintain a website and provide
library enhancements not funded
by the Sarasota County budget:
books, technical equipment,
furnishings and free community
programs for all age groups.
Volunteers operate a bookstore,
provide teen scholarships, and
maintain a reading garden.

New Friends Board Member
The Friends of the Elsie Quirk
Library Board enthusiastically
welcome John Ruthman as a new
board member. John will be assisting
Becky Dubowik with Membership
duties.

How can you help?

More than ever, we need your support
by becoming an annual Friend of the
Library. Please see the attached
membership form in this newsletter.
As always, 100% of The Friends
monies goes directly to Elsie Quirk to
continue with providing FREE
programs for youth and adults and
much more. We need your help and
support so Elsie Quirk can continue to
provide the services you expect and
love!
If you are leaving us for the Summer,
be sure to stay in touch by visiting our
website (www.friendsofelsiequirk.org)
or Facebook page (Friends of Elsie
Quirk). If you are not leaving town,
there will be many activities at the
library for you to enjoy.

Wishing all an enjoyable Summer!
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“My name is John Ruthman and I
moved to Englewood with my wife
Jackie 4 ½ years ago. We raised our
three sons in Peoria, Illinois where I
practiced medicine. I enjoy
volunteering with the Y-Reads
program at Englewood Elementary
School helping young students
improve their reading skills. We have
5 grandchildren; 2 in Phoenix, 2 in
Naples, FL and one in St Louis.”

“You make a living by what you get,
You make a life by what you give."
~Winston Churchill

MANAGER’S REPORT
Amie Lemire - Library Manager
Hello Summer! As the weather heats up outside, I’m happy
to report some pretty cool news about exciting events, programs and
services at Elsie Quirk.
As technology plays an ever-larger role in our everyday life,
it’s great that Elsie Quirk patrons have access to free library materials
from our electronic collections. By downloading apps such as
Overdrive, iCloud, Libby, Freegal, Flipster, to a smartphone or tablet,
a vast array of online content – such as books, music, magazines, and
more – is available with the swipe of a finger.
The Library Foundation for Sarasota County is due our
thanks for hearing our patrons’ call for more easily available items,
and shorter “wait times” for electronic materials. If you’re not
familiar with our Library Foundation, let me take a moment and fill
you in: The Library Foundation for Sarasota County is a not-forprofit organization whose mission is to raise public awareness of our
libraries. One of the Foundation’s major projects was to enhance the
Libraries’ electronic collections, including e-Books, e-Audiobooks,
and databases.
The Foundation set a robust goal of providing a $200,000
gift, which will go toward purchasing these electronic resources. I am
happy to report that the Foundation has nearly achieved their goal,
and soon the Libraries will be able to increase our electronic
collections, which will greatly reduce library patrons’ “wait times”
for in-demand e-Books and e-Audiobooks, while also providing
support to our database collection. This most generous gift will
benefit all our libraries, including Elsie Quirk, as the electronic
collections are not located at one single library, and thereby are more
easily accessible. All you need is your Sarasota County Library Card
to begin exploring our electronic collections today!
And speaking of e-collections and apps, I’m excited to
announce the release of version 3.6 of the CloudLibrary app for
Androi and iOS device. New updates to the app include greatly
expanded search capabilities; users can now search by title, author,
series, and even ISBN, and then filter the results by format,
availability, language, publishing date and more!
So if you aren’t familiar with our electronic materials or our
suite of free content apps, I encourage you to give them a try. Go to
iTunes apps or Google Play and download whichever app suits your
fancy. Discover a whole new collection of e-books, e-audiobooks,
music, magazines, databases and other online resources, all in a
variety of formats guaranteed to make your library experience even
better. Try an app today!

Friends Golden Reading Garden Update
Volunteers Maintain the Friends’ Garden
Every Tuesday, from 10am-noon, volunteers join Master
Gardener Jim Pollard to spread mulch, clean up the garden area,
and replant when necessary. If you enjoy gardening, contact Jim
Pollard at 941-473- 1360 or email jimpollard721@yahoo.com.
Tours of the Garden are also available every Tuesday from
10am-noon! Committee members include: Kris Toothaker, Mary
Jean Greene, Muffy McDowell, Vivian Cohen, Becky Dubowik,
Paul Johnson, and Holly Duke.

Volunteers, Friends, and Board Members enjoyed a delicious cake
honoring the volunteers at the luncheon.

Speakers Shannon Staub, Ron Cutsinger, and Sarabeth Kalajian share a laugh at the Volunteer Luncheon.

Board Member Becky Dubowik, Lifetime Members Tom and
Annette Dignam, Shannon Staub, Ron Cutsinger, and
Sarabeth Kalajian join the volunteers at their luncheon.

Library Manager Amie Lemire
gave a moving speech at the
Luncheon.

2018 Star Award
Bookstore Volunteers!

A library is not a luxury but one of the necessities of life.
~Henry Ward Beecher
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Writing At the Library
Maria Elisabeth McIntyre
Newsletter Editor

The only thing that you absolutely have to know is the location of
the library. ~ Albert Einstein
The following two poems were shared at a recent Poetry Pod Friday
meeting. (author permission given for printing; the author retains
all rights to the poem.)

Ocean Wave

Sometimes, after immersing oneself in the reading
pleasure of a good book, the longing to pick up a pen or at
least tap out a few lines on a keyboard emerges. Within
many a reader lurks a writer, waiting to get out. If you
write, or long to write, finding a supportive ‘writing home’
can be tricky. The Suncoast Writer’s Guild is such a place a phenomenal group of local, talented writers who share
their collective wisdom with all who are interested.
Prospective members are welcome to visit and try the
various groups. The Guild meets four times a month, year
round, from 10:30am -12:30pm, primarily at our own Elsie
Quirk Library.
The General Meeting occurs on the first (1st)
Saturday of the month in the upstairs meeting room. A short
business meeting is followed by a speaker or writing
exercise. The Long Writers Group meets on the (2nd)
second Saturday of the month, also upstairs at our library.
As its name implies, this group focuses on works longer
than 25,000 words. The (3rd) third Saturday of the month is
the Workshop, when members share their writings, both
prose and poetry, in a supportive and congenial atmosphere
in the upstairs meeting room here at Elsie Quirk. The
Poetry Pod meets on the (2nd) second Friday of the month
at the Englewood Art Center. It is well worth the short trip
to the Art Center in order to listen to and be part of this
amazing group of poets. In all of their meetings, the Guild
strives to nurture the writer in each of its members.
The Suncoast Writers Guild is proud to be
associated with the Florida Writers Association; the Friends
of the Elsie Quirk Library is proud to have the Suncoast
Writers Guild as a Friends Member, and proud that they
have chosen the Elsie Quirk Library as their ‘writing home’.

Are you a local creation of wind and moon and tide,
or have you travelled here from distant shores?
Have you risen from cold depths, or been warmed on coral
reefs?
Do you bear ancient marine life or modern flotsam?
Have you cavorted with dolphins, been breached by whales,
watched flying fish set sail from your crest?
What happens when you break upon this shore -will that final swell and curl be the death of you,
that ultimate crash of foam and fury?
Will you heave your last sigh as your fingers stretch up the
beach,
grasping at sand and scrabbling for shells
as the sea sucks you back into its belly?
Or are you swept deep below to rest a while,
to rise and surge again
in another place, another time,
a phoenix of the sea.
~by Anne Hofland

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~

~ ~ ~

~ ~

I saw her on the news last night
The mother of that dead girl
She looked so calm and peaceful
And spoke without a tremble
The mother of that dead girl
The picture of composure
Spoke without a tremble
Of her lovely daughter’s life
A picture of composure
She smiled into the camera
Her lovely daughter’s life
Still as real to her as ever
She smiled into the camera
But her eyes were dark and empty
Still as real to her as ever
She still felt her daughter’s presence
Though her eyes were dark and empty
She looked so calm and peaceful
She still felt her daughter’s presence
When I saw her on the news.
~by Eileen Collins
(written in response to the shooting at Marjory Stoneman Douglas
High School, Parkland, Florida, 2018)
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Youth and Teen News
“When in doubt, go to the library” ~J.K. Rowling

YOUTH NEWS

TEEN NEWS
Julianna McIntyre
Friends Teen Representative
And TAB President

Summer Programs for Teens
All Summer Teen Programs are on Fridays, 2-4 pm
Teen Advisory Board (TAB) meetings will continue on
the 3rd Wednesday of the month at 5:30pm.

6/1
6/8
6/15
6/22
6/29
7/6
7/13
7/20
7/27
8/3

Author and Illustrator Suzanne Bloom shares her literary magic with
some of our younger patrons in her yearly visit! (2/8/18)

Summer Youth Programs - Special Events

Teen Volunteer Orientation
Teen Movie - Star Wars; The Last Jedi
Teen Coloring
Basic Sewing
Mandala Rock Painting
Jewelry Making
Hip Hop Dance
Apples-To-Apples
Escape Room
Teen Movie - Justice League

6/6 Libraries Rock Dance Party! - for all ages, 1:30-3pm
6/9 Jungle Book Adventure Workshop - ages 5-11, 1:30pm
6/13 Mad Science - Sounds like Science -ages 5-11,1:30pm
6/20 Rockin’ Luau - ages 5-11
6/27 Pirates Treasure Adventure - ages 3-11, 1:30-2:30pm
6/30 Libraries Rock! Rock Painting-ages 3-adult, 10-12pm
7/11 Digeridoo Down Under - ages 5-11, 1:30pm
7/18 Cracker Cinderella - ages 3-11, 1:30pm
7/25 Feel the Beat! Drum Circle-ages 5-11, 1:30pm
7/26 Celtic Music Concert - for all ages, 2pm
8/1 Summer Finale! - ages 3-11 1:30pm

Here are some ideas of things to read, watch, and listen to
over the summer.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
1,000 Books Before Kindergarten!!

A five season BBC tv show, Merlin is a creative retelling
of Arthurian legends with all the familiar characters of
Arthurian legends depicted in new and sometimes
unexpected ways.

Start your child on the path to success by reading
1,000 books before kindergarten.

A fun and hilarious romp through the part of the author’s
childhood when he and his family lived on the Greek
island of Corfu in the early 1930’s. The book is filled with
stories about life on Corfu and all the animals that the
author observed or adopted while he lived there.

Summer Entertainment Ideas for Teens
Dernière Danse, by Indila

One of my favorite songs by French artist Indila from her
album Mini World. Denière Danse is all in French, but it
is enjoyable even if you don’t speak French!

Merlin

Sponsored by the Friends of the Elsie Quirk Library

My Family and Other Animals by Gerald Durrell

Register - Visit the Youth Services Desk for your reading
log.
Read - Mark each time your child is read to or reads a
book.
Reward - Every 25 books, bring in your log for a sticker.
Every 100 books, receive a small prize; At 1,000 books,
receive a final prize and your child is ready for school!

If you like these ideas how about
this one? Come and join TAB

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

(the Teen Advisory Board)!
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Upcoming Friends of the Library
Programs - Fall 2018 & Spring 2019
Libraries Rock!
Summer Learning Program 2018

The Great Books Discussion Group
1st Thursday of the Month at 10:15 a.m.
Upstairs Small Meeting Room
Facilitator: George Mahoney,
941-475-7685 mahoney74@verizon.net
Selections from the Great Books Foundation’s Great
Conversations 4. Copies are available at the Reference
Desk, or can be found inexpensively through Amazon
and eBay

Visit the library all summer long to enjoy fun
programs and performances for all ages, youth,
teens, and adults, with the theme Libraries Rock!
Pick up your summer learning log on or after
June 1st, or sign up online.
Program runs from June 1st to August 4th.

Summer Reading
Book Discussion Group

November 1
Appendices 1 and 2 on Perpetual Peace, -I. Kant
December 6
Culture and Anarchy, Parts 3 & 4, -M. Arnold
January 3
Pragmatism, Part 2, -W. James
February 7
The First Snow on Mount Fuji, -Y. Kawabata
March 7
The Lottery, -Shirley Jackson
April 4
Selected Poems, -Lisel Mueller

Thursdays at 10:30 a.m.
Date
June 21

July 19

August 16

Book Title

The Piano Teacher
By Janice Y.K. Lee

Short Story Group

Sing for Your Life

2nd Thursday of the Month at 10:15 a.m.
Upstairs Small Meeting Room
Facilitator: George Mahoney,
941-475-7685 mahoney74@verizon.net
Selections from The Best American Short Stories of the
Century (expanded edition, 1999), edited by John
Updike. A copy is available at the Reference Desk and
can be purchased in bookstores and online

By Daniel Bergner

The Magic Strings of
Frankie Presto
By Mitch Albom

September
20

Songs of Willow Frost
By Jamie Ford

November 8
Meneseteung, -Alice Munro
December 13
Verona: A Young Woman…, -Harold Brodkey
The Ledge, -Lawrence Hall
January 10
Criers and Kibitzers, -Stanley Elkin
February 14
The Killers, -Ernest Hemingway
Little Selves, -Mary Lerner
March 14
The Hitch-Hikers, -Eudora Welty
My Dead Brother…, -A. Godkin
April 11
Double Birthday, -Willa Cather
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Members of the Friends of the Elsie Quirk Library
May 1, 2017-April 30, 2018
LIFETIME MEMBER
Ron Cutsinger
Tom and Annette Dignam
Angie Zerad
BENEFACTOR
John and Becky Dubowik
Jim Pollard
Vivian Cohen
Anna and Lily Herzog
Ray Humphrey
John Ruthman
Marila and James Sciarello
Suncoast Writers Guild
SPONSOR
Virginia Albanese
David & Mary Bernheisel
Wayne Dombeck
Paul Hyatt
Henry Kelly
Barbara Krueger
George and Diane Mahoney
Charles and Barbara Mallek
Robert Sarles
Joseph J. & Mary Ann Zore

INDIVIDUAL
Richard & Ellen Bilangi
Sue Buel
Patricia Burkey
Jacky Carlson
Susan Cianflone
Rosemary Cody
Norma & Ron Daviault
Donna Davison
Susan Forrest
Carol Garrett
Rosemary Hagen
Beverly Hollows
Marilyn Hopke
Janis Hoppe
Lynn Kallop
Judy Kauk
Betty Kline
Ann Landry
Louise Little
Brenda Lumsden
Carolyn McCallum
Roberta Medal
Robert Meyerholtz
Vickie & Ernie Niles
Lois Overton
Thomas Pritchard

CONTRIBUTOR
Anonymous
Anonymous
Blair H Morrisey
Demetre/Nancy Rabias
FAMILY
Anonymous
Glenn Borreson
Deborah Bouchard
Pat & John Carpenter
Anonymous
Joan Hanstedt
Greg & Bonnie Holtom
Leo Hughes
Judy & Jim Johnson
Paul and Margaret Johnson
Christine Kourapis
Dan Madden
Muffy McDowell
Maria Elisabeth McIntyre
Hector E. Medal
Nola Monicken
Dennis and Linda Rickie
Bob and Geraldine Scott
Anonymous
Anonymous
Karen Swartz
Kristina Toothaker
Helen Wikoff
Eva Yasgur

INDIVIDUAL
Nicoletta Raterman
Roberta Reese
Cheryl Roeder
Susan Santowasso
Ryan Schwaner
Keith Shell
Lisa Smith
Joyce Soule
Connie Sterner
Susan Stuart
Frank Vorlicek
Nancy Walker
Anonymous

A library is a house of
hope. It’s a place
where we all, whatever
our situation, can feed
our ideas and develop
our dreams.
~ Doug Wilhelm

Winners of the Friends Membership Drive Raffle
Absentee winner Keith Shell
will collect his basket on his
return to Englewood in the
Fall. Raffle prizes included a
3month family membership to
the YMCA, gift certificates to
the Friends’ Bookstore and
Richards Foodporium, books,
teas, coloring pencils, and a
variety of other treats and
treasures.
Chris Kourapis draws the winning names
at the Volunteer Luncheon.

Raffle Winners, David and Mary Bernheisel
collect their baskets at the Friends’ Bookstore.
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A house that has a library in
it has a soul. ~ Plato

Buy a Forever Memory Brick
in the Friends of the Elsie Quirk Library’s
Golden Reading Garden

Friends of the Library Membership
The Friends of the Elsie Quirk Library spends more
than $25,000.⁰⁰ annually to provide you FREE
educational programs, activities, and live entertainment.
Our Tax Dollars do not support these programs, - only
the FRIENDS of Elsie Quirk.

Buy a Personalized Brick - $75
~In Memory of loved one
~Gift for a Special occasion
~Your special words engraved
Support The Friends of Elsie Quirk Library today!

Be a Friend of the Library for as little as $10 annually!
Your dues can be at whatever level you choose and are
tax deductible. Volunteering is optional.

Please help us continue to provide the excellent free
programs and services that you and our Englewood
community enjoy at Elsie Quirk Library.

Forms are available in the Bookstore or call John
Dubowik, President of the Friends 941-473-3515
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