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BOOK STORE NEWS

The FRIENDS

•Provide free 
community programs 

for all age groups

•Offer volunteer 
opportunities

•Operate the Friends 
Bookstore

•Promote literacy for 
all age groups

•Purchase books, 
technical equipment 

and furnishings

•Publish a quarterly 
newsletter

•Maintain the Friends 
Golden Reading Garden

Join the Friends!
Help support our 

Elsie Quirk Library

Visit our website

friendsofelsiequirk.org

941-861-1216
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SUNCOAST WRITERS GUILD

The Suncoast Writers Guild, a member of The Friends of the 
Elsie Quirk Library, meets from 10 a.m.-12:30 p.m. four times a 
month all year round at the Elsie Quirk Library upstairs meeting 
room. A general meeting takes place every first Saturday of 
the month. A Long Writers Group for those interested in the 
publication of longer works meets every second Saturday of 
the month. A workshop where members are invited to read 
prose and poetry meets every third Saturday of the month. 
A "Poetry Pod" meets from 10 a.m.-12:30 p.m. every second 
Friday of the month at the Englewood Art Center on McCall 
Road. Two additional sub groups are: The Little Band of 
Writers and the Suncoast Players. Visit their website at: www.
suncoastwriters.com or email:suncoastwriters@gmail.com.

Retired bank manager, Deb Bouchard, now volunteers in 
the Elsie Quirk Library every Wednesday afternoon. An avid 
reader, Deb found herself spending a lot of time in the library 
and decided to apply as a much needed volunteer. Deb 
and her husband relocated to Englewood thirteen years ago 
and enjoy hiking at National Parks. So far they have hiked 
trails in most major parks and are looking forward to hiking 
trails in the Grand Canyon this fall. Deb, an active member of 
the Rotary Club of Englewood, helps to organize the club's 
annual Fine Arts Festival.
 

DEB BOUCHARD

Sisters Carla Shaw and Ellen Gailing keep their dad, Carl 
Gailing, who finishes reading a book in two days, well 
supplied with reading material. They recently stopped by our 
bookstore to donate dozens of books that Ellen, who lives in 
Richmond, California, had sent to her dad, an Englewood 
resident. She purchases books at her local Friends of the 
Library Bookstore, sends them to her dad to read, then brings 
them to our bookstore. It's a great way to recycle books, and 
we're very grateful to Carla and Ellen for their like-new book 
donations. 

Our Book Store donated books make great, inexpensive 
holiday gifts. Shop early and shop often!
 

CARLA SHAW and ELLEN GALLING

Pick up the new FRIENDS Bookmark
at the library
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        ADULT SUMMER READING PROGRAM

Front Row L-R: Rosemary Cody, Virginia Albanese, Susan Cianflone, Chris Kourapis
Back Row L-R: Sue Walker, Sandi Somma, Ann Landry, Ellen Bilangi, Jan Heckroth, Alyssa Lopez, Moderator

The Elsie Quirk Library Summer Reading Group, led by Reference Librarian, Alyssa Lopez, was named the September 
Reading Group Spotlight winner. The Elsie Quirk Library Summer Reading Group was awarded free copies of discussable 
books Our group photo appeared in the September issue of ReadingGroupChoices.com. To view the photo and read more 
about the group that met from June-September go to: www.ReadingGroupChoices.com. Click on: Become a Reading 
Group Choices Spotlight then on Related Posts-September Spotlight.

CONGRATULATIONS
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FRIENDS OF ELSIE QUIRK LIBRARY PROGRAMS FOR 2017-18 

MONGOLIA-Dave Bernheisel and Tom Swepston will speak about Mongolia’s history, transition, and tourism.

OUTDOOR COLORADO-Genny Wilkins will speak about hiking, biking, fishing, and climbing in Colorado.

ASIAN PHILOSOPHY-Coutney Schlessen will present “Philosophy of China and India”

SHINE-A presentation about a Federal Government program that helps to educate US citizens navigate Medicare and
           Medicaid.

BAILA MILLER PRESENTATIONS – “Fiddler on the Roof” and Oscar Wilde-his life and literature 
                                                           Nature Photography and Frank Lloyd Wright

 THE GREAT DEPRESSION, CAUSES AND CURES, six lectures by John Reagan
 
BIRDS OF FLORIDA, WHICH ONES DO YOU RECOGNIZE AND LEARN TO SPOT, Led by a Venice Audubon Society member.
 
COASTAL BEHAVIOR, MANAGING MONEY AND MAKING DECISIONS - Lectures TBA

READING DISCUSSION GROUP, led by Pat Burkey and Erin Krasnove, will be meeting on the third Thursday 
of the month, November through May at 10:15 a.m. in the upstairs meeting room. 

November 17  Balzac and the Little Chinese Seamstress               Dai Sijie
December 21  Beneath the Marble Sky                 John Shois
January, 18, 2008 The Yearling                                Marjorie Kinnan Rawlings
February 15  Son of Hamas                   Mosab Hassan Yasef
March 15  Being Mortal                   Atul Gawanda
April 19  The Locust and the Bird     Hanan Al-Shaykh
May 17  The Zookeepers Wife                  Diana Ackerman

DISCUSSION GROUPS AND PROGRAMS
2017-2018

2018 GREAT DECISIONS TOPICS The Friends of Elsie Quirk Library sponsor the Great Decisions Discussion Group, 
the largest in Florida, from 10 a.m. to noon on most Monday mornings from January through April.

This year’s topics are as follows:

THE WANING OF PAX AMERICANA?
RUSSIA’S FOREIGN POLICY
CHINA AND AMERICA: THE NEW GEOPOLITICAL EQUATION
MEDIA AND FOREIGN POLICY
TURKEY: A PARTNER IN CRISIS
U.S. GLOBAL ENGAGEMENT AND THE MILITARY
SOUTH AFRICA’S FRAGILE DEMOCRACY
GLOBAL HEALTH: PROGRESS AND CHALLENGES


