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FIND MORE “LIKE NEW” BOOKS, DVDS, CDS, AND PUZZLES
AT THE FRIENDS BOOK STORE

Inventory Day Helpers : Miriam Alba Rullan,
Camille Thinnes, Linda Ricke

D

uring July and August, one of
the busiest times for the Friends
of Elsie Quirk Library Bookstore,
every single hard and soft cover book
costing a dollar or more went on sale. Art
books, travel guides, gardening books,
recipe books, “how to” manuals, novels,
biographies, dictionaries, foreign and
English language dictionaries, and
children’s books literally flew off the
shelves.

Louise Little,Dennis Ricke and Bob Thinnes
load books donated to local charities

New magazine and puzzle display

Linda De Costa donated dozens of
paperbacks to the Friends' Bookstore

When September rolled around,
volunteers began sorting and cleaning
out shelves in order to make way for
the dozens of donated gently read
books, magazines, DVDs, CDs and
puzzles that had been brought in
during the summer. Duplicate copies
were donated to area non-profit
organizations or area schools.
This fall, bookstore volunteers invite
shoppers to browse through well
-organized new material for sale.
Customers who purchase items at the
book store also help to support library
activities and community programs
for all ages. Proceeds from the sale
of bookstore materials, enable the
Friends to purchase new computers,
equipment and furnishings for the
library. The Friends Book store is one
of our chief sources of income along
with membership fees, and becoming
a member is easy. Simply fill out a form
on the back of this newsletter, mail it or
bring it in to the Friends Book Store with
a check.

Newly organized display of Paperbacks

Donations of books, magazines, DVDs,
CDs and puzzles are welcomed on
Monday and Tuesday mornings from
10 a.m. to 1 p.m. at our Bookstore,
located at the library entrance.
To become an Elsie Quirk Friends
Bookstore Volunteer, please contact
Camille Thinnes at 941 861-1216.
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Manager’s Report
MICHELLE STRICKLAND
ASSISTANT MANAGER

FROM THE
PRESIDENT
JOHN DUBOWIK

NEW SEASON OF PROGRAMS
AND NEW BOOKS IN THE
BOOKSTORE!

H

ope you all enjoyed the summer - either in Englewood
or your travels near and far. Read about some of the
programs from this summer in this newsletter, and
know we kept providing the community with many activities
to enjoy! We are also gearing up for the new season so mark
your calendars with future programs to attend.
Our bookstore recently had a major overhaul and restock
with many new books and items. Camille Thinnes and her
team did a terrific job in organizing the disposition of books
to those in need and bringing in the new. Please come by
to browse and buy for your enjoyment and support of The
Friends of Elsie Quirk.
We want to thank Jim Pollard, Master Gardener and Vivian
Cohen for helping to maintain the Friends Golden Reading
Garden over the summer months. We look forward to the
return of our Garden Committee volunteers and welcome
anyone interested in helping out. Volunteers meet in the
garden on the first Tuesday of every month at 10am.
Our board and current volunteers will be seeking out
additional volunteers to promote The Friends of the Library
at upcoming events. Our goal is to increase membership
by 20% this year and spread the word of the importance to
support your local library to continue to offer free programs
to the community. If you are interested, place contact me
directly (473-3515) or leave a note in the Friends mailbox at
the library.
We look forward to seeing everyone back at the library
soon!
Thank you for your continued support!
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W

e’ve had lots of fun in the library this summer with
all of our summer reading programs and activities.
Our summer reading program, “Ready, Set, Read!”
kept children, teens and adults active by exercising their
minds and bodies. Over 1,400 people attended the summer
programs such as story times, dance programs, Artists in
the Libraries, Yoga, Knitting, Minecraft, Read with the Dogs,
Art with Paul Stonebridge, and book discussions. Elsie Quirk
Library also partnered with Sarasota County School Food
and Nutrition Services this summer to provide hot lunches to
any child 18 or under. We served a total of 524 meals and
helped to end summer hunger.
Many of our fall programs have begun and there is
something for everyone to enjoy. For children, ages 0-5, our
weekly Story Time is back in session on Thursdays at 10:30
a.m. Experiencing music, movement, stories, and crafts, will
help develop your child’s early literacy skills. Forty Carrots
Partners in Play is every Monday with two sessions at 10:15
and 11:15 a.m. You and your child can enjoy quality
playtime, and you’ll receive valuable parenting and child
development information.
We have some new programs for children as well. We
just kicked off 1,000 Books Before Kindergarten program. It’s
a reading program for children birth to 5 years old. You can
help prepare your child now for kindergarten by reading
1000 books together. Stop by the Youth Services desk to
register, record each time you read a book, and return each
time you read 25 books to add a sticker to your reading
log. After every 100 books you’ve read, come in to receive
a prize. Once you’ve read 1,000 books, you’ll receive a
certificate, a final prize, and have a child ready for school!
Also beginning in October will be Full S.T.E.A.M. Ahead. This
program is for children ages 5-11 where they will learn new
skills, investigate, think, and create. We will explore a different
subject each week, science, technology, engineering, art or
math.
Teens can get involved and see what’s happening by
attending the Teen Advisory Board (T.A.B.) and/or Teen
Game Night the 3rd Wednesday of each month at 5:30 p.m.
and 6:30 p.m. A special after hours Halloween Party will be
held on Saturday, October 29, 2016 from 6-9 p.m. for teens
ages 11-18. A signed permission slip is required to attend.
Stop by the Youth Services desk to get more information.
For more information on all programs happening at
Elsie Quirk and other Sarasota County Libraries log on to
the libraries’ website www.scgov.net/library and click on
calendar.

BOOK DISCUSSION SCHEDULE • Fall 2016/Spring 2017
The Great Books Discussion Group
The Great Books Discussion Group meets every First Thursday of each month at 10:15 a.m. in the Small Meeting Room on
the second floor of the library. For fall, we will be reading selections from the Great Books Foundation’s Great Conversations
2 and then go on to Great Conversations 4. Copies are available at the Reference Desk. You may also buy an inexpensive
copy through Amazon or e-bay. Contact Discussion Facilitator, George Mahoney: 941-474-7685 e-mail: mahoney74@
verizon.net
November 3

Distributive Justice

John Rawls

GC 2

December 1

What WeTalk About When We Talk About Love

Raymond Carver

GC 2

January 5

Meno

Plato

GC 4

February 2

The Life of Nicias

Plutarch

GC 4

March 2

To Perpetual Peace

Immanuel Kant

GC 4

April 6

The Chilean Earthquake

GC 4

The Short Story Group
The Short Story Group meets on the Second Thursday of each month at 10:15 a.m. in the Upstairs Small Meeting Room. The
best American Short Stories (Expanded edition, 1999) edited by John Updike, is our text. A copy is available at the Reference
Desk or you can purchase a book at any bookstore or online. We welcome new members. For more information, contact
George Mahoney: 941-474-7685; e-mail: mahoney74@verizon.net
November 10
December 8
January 12
February 9
March 9
April 13

Where Are You Going

J.C. Oates

p. 450

City of Churches

D. Barthelme

p. 503

Gold Coast

J. McPherson

p. 477

The Shawl

C. Orzick

p. 576

In the Gloaming

A. Dark

p. 688

Janus

A. Beattie

p. 595

Defender of the Faith

P. Roth

p. 384

Wild Plums

G. Coates

p. 100

That Evening Sun

W. Faulkner

p. 111

The Second Tree

E.B. White

p. 281

Death of a Favorite

J.F. Powers

p. 295

Zelig

B. Rosenblatt

p. 1

The Reading Discussion Group
The Reading Discussion Group meets every Third Thursday of the month at 10:15 a.m. in the upstairs meeting room with
Pat Burkey and Erin Krasnove, co-facilitators, will not be offering films this year. Books may be checked out at the Circulation
Desk or participants may purchase a copy. Contact Pat Burkey at 941-460-0022, Erin Krasnove at erinkrasnove@live.com.
November 17

The Rosie Project

Graeme Simsion

December 15

Cutting for Stone

Abraham Verghese

January 19

Elle Minnow Pea

Mark Dunn

February 16

The Immortal life of Henrietta Lacks

Rebecca Skloot

March 16

Bel Canto

Ann Patchett

April 21

TBA

3

NEW BOARD MEMBER

ASHLEY KREHER

A non-profit 501(c) tax exempt organization
Visit our Website at:

www.friendsofelsiequirk.org

FRIENDS OF ELSIE QUIRK LIBRARY
BOARD OF DIRECTORS

John Dubowik, President

Tom Swepston, Vice President
Stacy Rae Heider, Treasurer
Becky Dubowik, Secretary/Membership
Chairman
Pat Burkey, Program Chairman
Christine Kourapis, Newsletter Editor
Tom Swepston, Sarasota County Library
Alliance Representative
Larry Reister, Director at Large

PAUL HYATT
After graduating from Xavier University
and its ROTC program, Paul Hyatt
served as an Army Lieutenant in Korea.
For his service he was awarded the
Korean Service Medal with one battle
star for service in combat, the United
Nations and National Defense Service
Medals, and a Commendation Ribbon
for Meritorious Service.
He pursued his studies at Columbia
University, worked in NYC for the export
division of General Motors, and later
relocated to Indiana where he owned
and operated a business while raising
a family and conducting a series
of courses in social and political
philosophy at Indianapolis Free
University.

Ashley receiving her “white coat”

BEING ACCEPTED AS A MD
CANDIDATE

A

shley Kreher was the recipient
of the Elsie Quirk Friends of the
Library Scholarship in 2011. We
recently received this lovely note of
appreciation from Ashley.

Susie Summerlin, Director at Large
Paul Hyatt, Director at Large
Anjali Sharma, Teen Representative

LIBRARY MANAGEMENT
Heidi Holmes, Library Manager
FRIENDS BOOKSTORE
Camille Thinnes, Manager

Paul moved to Englewood in 1989
and became active in the Lemon Bay
Playhouse and served one term on
the board of the Friends of Elsie Quirk
Library. He is currently a member of the
Great Books and the Great Decisions
Discussion Groups at Elsie Quirk library.

“I hope this email finds you well, and
thank you so very much! It is definitely an
exciting experience that brings many
challenges and opportunities! I am
truly blessed to be where I am today,
and I could not have accomplished so
much without all the support from the
Elsie Quirk Library.

JILLIAN ALEXANDER
WINNER

Kristina Toothaker, Membership Committee
Beth Sarles, Membership Committee
Rough & Ready, Website Manager
Bonnie Stanbro, Newsletter Layout Designer
If you would like to share your news
with us, call Chris at 941 475-6592.

ELSIE QUIRK LIBRARY
100 West Dearborn Street
Englewood, FL 34223

941 861-1200
www.friendsofelsiequirk.org
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O

ur grand prize winner of
the Teen Summer Reading
program with her prize, a
Kindle Fire. Jillian Alexander, 14, also
served as a teen volunteer at Elsie
Quirk Library this summer.

Thank you again for all of your support
and I will be keeping you updated
on my continued journey through
medicine.”

YOUTH DEPARTMENT SUMMER PROGRAMS

Elsie Quirk Library youth librarians held
"Science of Bubbles" experiments in the
Friends' Reading Garden as part of a
summer Science Exploration Project.

Youngsters participated in a summer
program "It's a Jungle out There" led
by Librarian, Judy Ross. The Friends of
the Elsie Quirk Library provide materials
and help to fund summer youth
programs.

Carrying on Tradition

I REALLY LOVE TO DANCE
Another fun class in Elsie Quirk’s Summer Youth programs. was this dance class.
The Friends of Elsie Quirk Library sponsor classes and events for the children of the
Englewood community, throughout the summer.

Teen Volunteer, Logan Lynn, is
carrying on a family tradition. His
Great Grandmother, Eunice Powell, was
one of the original Tuesday morning
volunteers at Elsie Quirk Library. She
volunteered for over thirty years, and
her husband, Harold Powell, Logan's
Great Grandfather, served as one of the
original board members of the Friends
of the Elsie Quirk Library. Over the
summer Logan worked with youngsters
every Tuesday from 9:30-1 p.m.

LISTEN & LEARN SPANISH
FUN FOR ALL AGES

T.A.B.
Teens who want to help make Elsie
Quirk Library a cool place should
join the Teen Advisory Board (T.A.B.)
Members plan fun and educational
monthly library youth activities. All
middle and high school age students
are welcome. High school students
also earn service hours for Bright
Futures Scholarships. Contact Librarian,
Deirdre Morrow, at DMorrow@scgov.net
for more information.

Youngsters bring in "patients" to
be examined by the nurse during a
summer Story Time program at Elsie
Quirk Library.

Library volunteer, Lourdes Fuller, a
native of Panama, makes learning
to speak Spanish fun during Listen &
Learn Spanish Story Time taking place
at 10:30 a.m. every 4th Saturday of the
month in the Youth Program Room at
Elsie Quirk Library. Youngsters, their
parents, and grandparents enjoy
stories, songs, finger plays, and more
so it's a fun time for the entire family
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LIBRARY RESOURCES AVAILABLE AT ELSIE QUIRK

Career Resources

Borrow an iPAD

L

ibrary patrons are now able to check out an iPAD to
use inside the library for up to two hours a day. Anyone
with a Sarasota County library card in good standing
may check out an iPAD at the service desk. You will need
your library card and photo ID and will be asked to fill out a
brief form agreeing to the terms of use. Children and teens
under the age of 18 will need to bring a parent or guardian
to fill out a one-time permission form.

Need help finding a job? Type in your zip code and see a
list of jobs available. Take a survey of jobs that fit your interest.
Go to http://www.flelibrary.org/ Click on resources then click
on career transitions.

Cypress Resume
This is an online resource builder that lets you create a
professional resume with three easy steps. Go to https://
www.scgov.net/Library/Libraries/Pages/Databases.aspc.

ADULT SUMMER READING GROUP

P

Front: Pam Heady, Alyssa Lopez, Jo Ste. Marie
Back: Pam Pugh, Virginia Albanese, Sandra DiSomma, Sharon Ray,
Lil Kraus, Pat Benoit.

S

ummer Adult Reading Group that was facilitated
by Alyssa Lopez during the months of June through
September. They discussed The Year of Magical
Thinking by Joan Didion, The Girl on the Train by Paula
Hawkins, Life after Life by Kate Atkinson and Sarah’s Key by
Titiana deRosnay. The photo was taken at the September
meeting after the discussion of Sarah’s Key.

6

lease remember to visit our great Golden Reading
Garden located directly north of the entrance of the
library. Take a look at the engraved pavers in the
walkway. If you would like a special permanent brick in your
name for a loved one, please obtain a form at the library.
For just $75, a memorial brick paver makes a great gift and
lasting treasure.

B

ecome a member of the Friends of the Elsie Quirk
Library! Join, and support the efforts of the Friends to
provide books, technical equipment, furnishings and
community programs for all ages. Our annual Volunteer
Luncheon is given to show appreciation for all our wonderful
Library Volunteers and Library staff. Our membership form is
on page seven. Mail it or leave it at the Friend’s Book Store
along with your check. THANK YOU!

TRACES

Barefoot, I pad alone along the strand,
caressed by gusty wind, hot sun and sand.
Each tern and gull must feel as free as I,
to join me, swooping down from azure sky.
They prance and scamper, squeak and squawk,
as breezes punctuate their raucous talk.
I joyfully breathe bracing, briny air,
my sole companions, gulls without a care.
Then, sudden signal, yet by me unheard...
in perfect rhythm they depart, each bird.
I watch our mingled imprints by the sea
erase away, as careless waves break free.
No trace remains of birds, or me,
or our short-lived camaraderie.

SunCoast Writers Guild

T

he Suncoast Writers Guild meets every first Saturday of
the month in the Upstairs Meeting Room at Elsie Quirk
Library. A Sub Group “Poetry Pod”, meets every second
Friday, and on the third Saturday of every month, a workshop
brings together persons interested in the art of writing. Fellow
writers exchange ideas and provide a support system. Three
additional sub groups are: The Long Writers Group, The
Little Band of Writers who perform musical shows, and The
Suncoast Players who write and perform original theatrical
works.
The Guild is a member of the Friends of the Elsie Quirk Library.
For Information, call 941-918-9737 or visit their website www.
suncoastwriters.com

JOIN THE FRIENDS TODAY!
Help support our
elsie quirk library

Lois A. Burr
(Suncoast Writers Guild)
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GREAT DECISIONS DISCUSSION GROUP

T

he Elsie Quirk Library Great Decisions Discussion
Group, the largest in Florida, meets from JanuaryApril from 10:15 a.m.-noon. Great Decisions Organizer,
Tom Swepston, welcomes new members and volunteer
moderators. Contact him at 941-474-2214 or sukiandtom@
comcast.net.

Tom Swepston

Dates for Great Decisions: January: 23, 30
February: 13, 27
March: 6, 13, 20
April: 3, 10, 17

COMING ATTRACTIONS FOR 2017

S

tarting in January, filmed lectures entitled “The Age of Henry VIII” by Dr.
Dale Hoak, from the College of William and Mary, Williamsburg, VA, will be
presented at 2 p.m. on most Fridays in the upstairs Meeting Room. After
viewing two films per session, Moderator Tom Swepston will lead a discussion on
January 21, 17; February 3, 17, 24; March 3, 10, 17, 31; April 7, 14.
BAILA MILLER PROGRAMS
January 19
1800’s European Nationalism: Folk Music, Russian, Gypsy, Klezmer, and Music
influences in Modern Jazz
February 16
The Personal Novel: Jane Austen and the Bronte Sisters
March 23
Fashion Photography
April 20
The Pre-Raphaelites, Victorian Painters
PROGRAMS BY JOHN J. REGAN
January 17, 24, 31 • February 14, 21, 28 • All on Tuesdays 10-12 noon
The Treaty of Versailles
The Treaty that changed the world in the 20th and 21st Centuries. John Regan,
moderator, with the use of presentations and video materials, will trace the failure
of the treaty to WWII, the Cold War, and today’s problems in the Middle East.
Discussions will follow each presentation.
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Elsie Quirk Library

WHEN CELESTIAL BODIES COLLIDE: ECLIPSES
AND OTHER PHENOMENA
What causes a solar or lunar eclipse? Astronomer Kevin Manning will explore
the natural causes of these and other celestial events on March 1 at 5 p.m. in the
Elsie Quirk Library upstairs meeting room.
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Hours: Monday • 10 a.m.- 8 p.m.
Tuesday • 10 a.m.- 5 p.m.
Wednesday • 10 a.m.- 8 p.m.
Thursday • 10 a.m.- 5 p.m.
Friday • 10 a.m.- 5 p.m.
Saturday • 10 a.m.- 5 p.m.

100 West Dearborn Street
Englewood • FL 34223

