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50th Anniversary Plans are Underway!
At a September Steering Committee meeting, Friends
of the Elsie Quirk Library President Ron Cutsinger outWin
lined plans for several 50th anniversary celebrations to
be held from October through June. On June 16, 2012, exactly 50
years after the dedication of the original one-room Elsie Quirk
Library, the group hopes to dedi“Reading Garden” cate a reading garden honoring
the original founders and those
who, over the years, have contributed to the success of the library.
The committee envisions a special outdoor space where library
patrons may relax and read in a beautiful, natural setting.
Plans are, of course, in the early stages. Architects and contractors
must be consulted, and ultimately, Sarasota County must give its
approval for the project to go ahead. However, after a preliminary
plan is developed and costs can be determined the group hopes to
set a date for the ground breaking, ideally by February 15th. If all
goes well, volunteers could begin planting as early as May. Garden
Club groups or individuals interested in assisting with this project
are encouraged to speak with any member of the steering committee. The group encourages and welcomes community support.
Another way that members of the
Englewood community may help is
“Time Capsule”
by donating items to be stored in a
time capsule that will be set into the concrete walls surrounding the
reading garden. Perhaps in another 50 years, Englewood residents
will be able to marvel at what library lovers accomplished in 2012.
In October through June historic mem“Historic
orabilia will be showcased throughout
Memorabilia” the library. A 50 question trivia contest
will offer participants an opportunity to

win a variety of prizes donated by local merchants
and copies of The Lemon Bay Historical Society’s
new book: “Englewood – Then and Now – Volume 1”.
Answers to certain trivia questions will be posted in the library and
at local businesses. Participants would deposit their answer sheet in
a special box labeled “Trivia Contest/
“Trivia Contest/
Scavenger Hunt” located in the
library. Several names will be drawn Scavenger Hunt”
and winners’ names will be
announced during “Lemon Bay Fest, History With Zest,” Englewood’s
annual weeklong history celebration scheduled for February 4th
through the 11th.
Angie Zerad, a talented musician and former Friends’ Board
Member is currently preparing a musical production entitled: “Elsie
Quirk Library in Tune With The Times.” She has written lyrics to
familiar tunes that describe the
Founders’ struggles, the early
“EQ Library in Tune
years, and the library’s history with the Times”
up to the present day. The
“cast” will include members of the Friends of the Elsie Quirk
Library, staff members, and the Teen Advisory Board. Marlene
Demetriou, a former Board Member, writer, and performer has
agreed to act as narrator for the event scheduled for 2 p.m. on
February 9th in the upstairs meeting room.
The Friends of the Elsie Quirk Library recognize and appreciate
just how much the Elsie Quirk Library has grown over the years.
Since it opened in 1962 the library has undergone five expansions
and a recent 2010 renovation. With community support Elsie Quirk
Library will continue to serve the Englewood community in a very
special way for another 50 years.

Prizes!!!

Elsie Quirk Library 50th Anniversary Committee: Left to right: Toni Hopper, Library displays and Time Capsule;
Angie Zerad, “In Tune with the Times” Program; Christine Kourapis, Publicity; Walter Wardell, Publications; Ron Cutsinger,
Committee Chairman; Cris Walton, Elsie Quirk Library Weekly Newsletter; Jennifer Perry, Elsie Quirk Library Manager; Tom
Swepston, Reading Garden Design. Not Pictured: Pat Burkey, Programs and John Dubowik, Reading Garden Fundraising.
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“America at War: Three Women’s Perspectives”
The Friends of the Elsie Quirk
Library. The “America at War” program
Library are pleased to announce that
is being sponsored by the Florida
Betty Jean Steinshouer will be preHumanities Council and the Florida
senting a program entitled: “America
Department of State, Division of
at War: Three Women’s Perspectives”
Cultural Affairs.
on January 24th at 2 o’clock in the
Sponsored by the Friends of Elsie
Upstairs Meeting Room.
Quirk Library, “America at War: Three
Betty Jean Women’s Perspectives” is offered free of
As a Chautauqua presenter, Betty
Steinshouer
Jean has toured 43 states and has
charge and is open to the public.
published scholarly articles and papers. She
However, reservations should be made in
has portrayed Marjorie Kinnan Rawlings,
advance due to the popularity of Betty Jean’s
Marjory Stoneman Douglas, Harriet Beecher
one-woman shows. Please call the library
Stowe, and Willa Cather here at Elsie Quirk
bookstore at 861-1216 for reservations.

Ruth Jameson, Membership Chairman
Sanskriti “Sunny” Sharma,
Teen Representative

LIBRARY MANAGEMENT:
Jennifer Perry, Manager

FRIENDS BOOKSTORE:
Camille Thinnes, Manager
If you would like to share your
news with us, just call Chris at
475-6592 and we’ll do the rest.
Walter Wardell: Newsletter layout

Help
Wanted!
Camille Thinnes, manager
of the bookstore wants to
emphasize that we need bookstore volunteers. Contact her
directly or leave a message at
the bookstore 861-1216.
She’ll call you back.
Donations to the bookstore
can be made Monday thru
Friday from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.
during regular bookstore hours
and brought to the bookstore
directly.

Home-schooled students
and their parents are
welcome to attend all
Elsie Quirk Library Adult
Programs.
All programs are sponsored by the Friends of the
Elsie Quirk Library and are
offered free of charge.

Willa Cather
Betty Jean Steinshouer
will begin with Willa
Cather’s perspective on
WWI and “The Lost
Generation“. She’ll go on
to explain how prior to
WWII Cather disagreed
with President Roosevelt’s
“wait and see” decision
about committing
American troops to battle
against Nazi Germany.

Marjorie Kinnan Rawlings
As Marjorie Kinnan
Rawlings, Betty Jean will
illustrate how Rawlings
served as an enemy plane
spotter on the Florida Coast.
Rawlings also had a unique
perspective on the Roosevelts, especially Eleanor
Roosevelt’s struggle to ensure
equality in the military.

Gertrude Stein
Betty Jean will conclude
with a portrayal of Gertrude
Stein who spent four years as
a refugee in Nazi occupied
France during WWII. She will
go on to demonstrate how
Stein’s speech on the radio
program “Voice of America”
became an expression of how
Europe was affected by the
arrival of Allies, especially
American GI’s.
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“GREAT DECISIONS” Discussion Schedule for 2012
Discussion dates

Following are the moderators and topics scheduled for the discussions.

January 23rd & 30th
February 13th & 27th
March 5th, 12th, 19th
& 26th. Flyers with a
complete schedule of
topics and dates will
be on display at the
Library in December.

John Regan will moderate the Middle East realignment discussion.
Frank Vorlicek will moderate the Promoting democracy discussion.
Betty Bullock will moderate the Cybersecurity discussion.
Paul Hyatt will moderate the Exit from Afghanistan & Iraq discussion.
Jim Snelgrove will moderate the State of the oceans discussion.
Angie Zerad will moderate the Indonesia discussion.
Tom Swepston will moderate the Energy geopolitics discussion.
A moderator is needed for the Mexico discussion.

We will continue to meet on Monday mornings in the upstairs meeting room, beginning at 10:15 a.m. to noon.
We hope to see everyone return for the lively discussions we have all come to enjoy. For more information about the
2012 “Great Decisions” Discussion Group, or handbooks, contact: Tom Swepston at 474-2214 or sukiandtom@comcast.net.

The Great Books Discussion Group
Meets the first Thursday of the month at 10:15 a.m, November thru April at Elsie Quirk Library. All readings may be found
in Great Conversations 3 published by the Great Books Foundation. A copy may be located in the Reference section at
Elsie Quirk Library or ordered directly from the Great Books Foundation, Chicago, Il (http://store.greatbooks.org).
DATE

READING

AUTHOR

Dec. 1, 2011

SECOND EPILOGUE TO WAR AND PEACE

Leo Tolstoy

Jan. 5, 2012

THE UNKNOWN MASTERPIECE

Honore de Balzac

Feb. 2, 2012

THE MAN WHO WOULD BE KING

Rudyard Kipling

The Book Discussion Group
The Book Discussion Group meets the third Thursday of the month, November thru April at 10:15 a.m. The Friends of Elsie
Quirk Library group will purchase 10 copies of the starred (*) books to be cataloged as a Book Club Bag for the Sarasota County
Library System after the discussion. All other books need to be obtained through the library by purchase, or other means.
DATE

BOOK

AUTHOR

Dec. 15, 2011

GULLIVER’S TRAVELS

Jonathon Swift

Jan. 19, 2012

SON OF HAMAS*

Mosab Hassan Yousef

Feb. 16, 2012

THE WARMTH OF OTHER SONS

Isabel Wilkerson

The Short Story Group
Meets the second Thursday of the month at 10:15 a.m., November thru April at Elsie Quirk Library. Copies of the short stories
for 2011-12 may be purchased at cost in the Friends of Elsie Quirk Library Bookstore. Most are available online.
For more information please contact Joann Ford at 267-261-5814 or e-mail her at: johnand joannford@hotmail.com
DATE
TITLE
AUTHOR
PAGE
Dec. 8, 2011

“A WORN PATH”
“THE WHITE HOUSE”

Eudora Welty
Ivan Klima

Jan. 12, 2012

“INTERPRETER OF MALADIES”
“THE TROJAN PRINCE”

Jhumpa Lahiri
849-864
Tessa Hadley, The New Yorker
Nov. 15, 2010
76-83

Feb. 9, 2012

“HERMAN WOUK IS STILL ALIVE”

Stephen King
The Atlantic, May, 2011
62-71
Stephen Millhauser,
The New Yorker, Jan. 3, 2011 58-61

“GETTING CLOSER”

1377-1383
841-848

Participants are encouraged to read the selections before attending. All three Book Groups are sponsored by
the Friends of the Elsie Quirk Library. For more information contact the Elsie Quirk Library 941-861-1200.
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Cris Walton
Senior Librarian,
E-Mail Newsletter Editor

Good Things to Know
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copies of recorded books for all ages including bestsellers,
biographies, romances, mysteries, and more are available.
The recorded books and equipment are mailed directly to
your home via postage-free mail. For an application to this
free library service call 1-800-226-6075. More than 200
national and local newspapers are also available via touchtone telephone through NFB-News line, sponsored by the
National Freedom for the Blind of Florida. Visit the website
for more information and an online tour of the library. At
http://myflorida.com/library.

Books Without Barriers

Make a Difference

Accessible Books and Periodicals for Readers with Print
Disabilities, Bookshare ® is free for all US Citizens with
qualifying disabilities. Bookshare provides a searchable
online library and has over 117,000 digital books, textbooks, periodicals, and assistive technology tools. For more
information go to: Bookshare® Website at bookshare.org.

You can contribute to the Make a Difference Fund. Help
support over 52,000 children, teens and adults who use the
Sarasota County Libraries each week. Your monetary gift to
the library system will help make it possible to continue to
provide outstanding library services. You can specify where
you would like your gift to go: the general collection, youth
collection, adult collection, or programs. You can make
your gift in honor or memory of someone. All gifts are tax
deductible. Brochures are available at all Sarasota Libraries.
Make checks payable to: Sarasota County Library System
and mail to: 1660 Ringling Boulevard, Sarasota, FL 34236.

Reading Never Sounded so Good!
Don’t stop reading when the print gets too small. If you
have difficulty reading because of a visual impairment, you
are eligible to use the talking book program. Over 2 million

Youth Program Visitors

Amy Sanchez, who lives in Venice, had great things to say
about our library youth programs. At a recent “Art With
Carolyn (Johnston)” session, Amy’s son Jonas learned how to
draw his self portrait while Ava and her mother read from
one of the many books in the children’s section of the library.

Ins and Outs of Composting

Master Gardener volunteer Sally Corcoran explains the
ins and outs of composting to a group of 18 Englewood
Garderners on Sept. 19th in the upstairs meeting room
of the Elsie Quirk Library.
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Suncoast Writers Guild Offer Programs at Elsie Quirk Library
The Suncoast Writers Guild was founded in 1990 and is actually made up of four distinct groups, all serious about writing.
According to the group’s website their purpose is: “To bring
together in a professional setting persons interested in the art of
writing; to exchange ideas, provide a support system, and provide helpful feedback and educational opportunities”. Three
groups meet once a week at the Elsie Quirk Library, and the
Guild supports the Friends of the Elsie Quirk Library. Poets meet
once a month at the Englewood Art Center.
A sub group, “The Little Band of Writers” is currently made up
of 8 musicians, several of whom write original songs and lyrics.
They perform during the holidays and at special events, according to founder and leader Linda Lou Lewis. Their instruments
include: 2 guitars, a clarinet, a harmonica, a keyboard, and
bongo drums. Author/Musician Gaile Harpan writes True Pet
Ballads, Inspirational stories for all ages. She’s also the publicity
chairman for the Suncoast Writers Guild.
The Suncoast Players, another sub group, perform at holiday
events and in February, at Lemon Bay Fest, History with Zest, a
weeklong celebration of Englewood History. Last year historian
Jean Airey wrote and directed the Suncoast Players in: “The Case
of the Crushed Conch,” a classic murder mystery with musical
interludes.
Ed Ellis, the Guild’s Director, has been a writer for only two
years, but he is a passionate lover and promoter of every aspect

of the writer’s craft. He encourages members to write for
“Inklings,” the Suncoast Writers Guild’s yearly publication, or
“Pen Points,” a monthly newsletter edited by Cheryl Baker. In his
reports Ed emphasizes his belief that “No Writer is and Island.”
On the first Saturday of the month members discuss business
matters and decide future programs. As the Englewood area
draws writers from all parts of the United States, Canada, and
abroad, there is no shortage of talented guest speakers/writers.
Over the past 10-12 years membership has grown to as many as
76 members according to Ann Favreau, Membership Chairman.
Marion Sheridan is the group’s secretary, and Jean Airey
designed their website. New members are welcome to attend
programs in the Upstairs Meeting Room at Elsie Quirk Library.
Writers of longer works of fiction or nonfiction meet on the
second Saturday of each month. The third Saturday of the
month, a workshop, offers the entire membership an opportunity to read from their manuscripts, listen to what others are writing, and share ideas. Sharing ideas in a non-threatening atmosphere builds trust and offers encouragement to new writers and
published professionals. Aspiring authors, journalists, essayists,
or poets are invited to join the Suncoast Writers Guild.
For more information call the Suncoast Writers Guild at:
313-549-8422 or 941-918-9737. Or visit the Guild’s website at:
http://scoastwriters.com for program notes, pictures, and lists of
books published by Guild Members.

The Little Band of Writers played at “Lemon Bay Fest, History with Zest” last February.

Writers Guild Initiates
Student Membership Grant
in Honor of Bernie Reading

The Suncoast Writers Guild will award 5
student membership grants to Englewood
high school students. These grants honor the
commitment of Bernie Reading to the Guild
and young people. To apply, students must
submit a letter and sample of their writing
by January 1, 2012 to Suncoast Writers
Guild, P.O. Box 5146, Englewood, FL 34224.
For more information about the writing
group, go to suncoastwriters.com.

Memories

The “Wisdom of History” Program

During our yearlong
celebration of the 50th
Anniversary of the Elsie
Quirk Library we are inviting everyone, young and
old, to share a favorite
Elsie Quirk Library story
or memory. Tell us how
important the library has
been to you, and convey
your anniversary wishes.
Please submit to:
jcross@scgov.net.

In 2012 The Wisdom of History film and discussion program
will resume with Tom Swepston leading the discussions.
All programs begin at 2 p.m.
Jan. 20 - Ottoman Empire; Spanish Empire & Latin America
Jan 27 - Napoleon’s Empire; British Empire in India
Feb. 3 - Russian & Empire; China & Empire
Feb. 24 - Genghis Khan’s Empire; British Legacy of Freedom
Mar. 2 - Statesmen; George Washington; Thomas Jefferson
Mar. 9 - Lewis & Clark; America & Slavery
Mar. 16 - Statesman: Abraham Lincoln & the American Empire
Mar. 23 - Statesman: Franklin Roosevelt; Superpower at a Crossroads
Apr. 6 - Wisdom of History; its Citizens & You in particulary
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The Lights in the Tunnel
Automation, Accelerating Technology and the Economy of the Future
By Martin Ford @2009

making it more of a gamble to
educate oneself in these fields.
Many manufacturers look to
the growth of a middle class in
China to spur consumption of
goods. Ford notes the workers
U.S. economists have failed to take
in the Chinese cities are from
into account the major trend that autothe rural areas and are not
mation will begin to put people out of
allowed to bring their families.
work on a large scale as technology accel- Because of a lack of a pension
erates in the coming next two decades.
system, the Chinese save about
Martin Ford explains his ideas on why it 30% of their income. Once their jobs are
is likely and what to do about it.
automated, they go back to the rural
areas, and so the expected Chinese middle
Many jobs are being off-shored to
China, India, Indonesia, etc. due to their class with a disposable income has not
low pay and being able to get away with appeared. Additionally, China’s economy
is export dependent. Once western counignoring the need for pension plans,
tries
cease to buy Chinese goods, due to
health benefits, & fair treatment. Ford
states that what is off-shored (outsourced lack of jobs, their exports will have
out of the U.S.A) today is usually what is nowhere to go. The situation is not much
different in India. So both countries are
next in line to be automated.
facing massive future unemployment
“Jobs are the primary mechanism
problems.
through which income and, therefore,
Once the price of oil goes above $150 a
purchasing power is distributed to the
barrel,
this will enable local manufacturpeople who consume everything the
ing
to
compete
with cheap Chinese labor.
economy produces. In our market economy system, the market system will break Meanwhile, voice automation technology
is threatening the call center workers in
down when too many people have no
India, and the Philippines.
money due to lack of work.” Also, now
that the baby boomers are retiring, their
The technology of self check-out is still
spending is reduced as they are forced to crude and in its infancy, but once perfectlive on their retirement income.
ed, that represents a potential loss of 3
Machines do not have to get smarter in million jobs in the U.S. Ford proposes
looking to a future in which there simply
order to perform artificial intelligence
are not enough jobs to support the market
work. In 2006, the current World Chess
economy. He proposes that there be put in
Champion, Vladimir Kramnik lost to a
place an “incentive” economy. That is,
chess program, Deep Fritz running on 2
people will be paid to accomplish certain
standard Intel processors. Current chess
things (rather than for doing nothing)
computers are not smart, just fast. Deep
that
directly or indirectly support the
Blue, the 1st computer to beat a World
community,
to take more courses, to read
Chess Champion in a match in 1997 was
books, to grow food for food banks in
the size of a refrigerator.
urban farms.
The subprime meltdown (recession)
Tax law will also need to be revised, as
can be partially blamed on computers.
there
will be fewer companies with
Physicists and mathematicians who
human workers. Taxes must be fairly colchose employment in the stock market
lected from companies that have few or
helped create the excessively/purposely
no
human workers but are nevertheless
computer dependently complex “CDO”s
making
profits. Overall economic activity
(Collaterized Debt Obligations) derivative
should be supporting social programs such
securities (along with insufficient bank
as social security and medical benefits.
regulation).
“Currently, businesses in the United
Ford doesn’t give a definite timetable
States
can deduct all wage and salary
for how quickly the changes he foretells
will come, but does point out that knowl- expenses when calculating corporate
income taxes. No consideration is given to
edge work jobs, I.T./technology jobs in
how
that deduction is distributed among
general are the quickest to obsolesce,
BOOK REPORT BY
VICTOR LORAND,
ELSIE QUIRK
INFORMATION
SERVICES

workers. This simply makes no
sense.” In the case of extreme
income inequality, the richest
people are not contributing to
the economy with purchases.
More weight (tax benefits)
could be given to employing
people with salaries below
$50,000 a year. Less benefits
and deductions could be given
to salaries above $100,000 and
perhaps a salary cap might be
made of $10,000,0000 a year. Only
enough taxes will need to be levied to
recapture the lost wages of the unemployed workers to be used as incentivized income.
Unfortunately, besides the exponential
growth of technology, the number of
lobbyists in service to large corporations
are also increasing at a high rate.
The free market fails in regulation of
“externalities.” Without government
regulation, businesses have no incentive
to clean up pollution. It is harder to
address individual consumer externalities. Economic incentives for individuals
need to be strong enough that people
use them. Some ideas: buying solar
installations, eco cars/products, conserving water, buying sustainably produced
products, helping reverse environmental
degradation, achieving a high level of
education or training in needed fields,
aiding in providing community and
social services, performing journalism
(Ford notes how many cities are now
down to having only one newspaper).
To oversee all these incentives, it might
be needed to create a National Incentives
Board, or a corporate entity whose
income would be tied to performance.
By having incentive ‘workers’ further job
losses would be mitigated in preventing
recessions.
For people to be motivated, incentivized income will need to be unequal.
People doing nothing will receive little.
We, the future readers, volunteers,
trainees, can only hope that the psychological and lobbyist barriers to implementing Ford’s ideas are overcome and
that future unemployed people have the
option of being paid to engage in community beneficial activities.
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Upcoming Programs
Local Beekeeping, December 13th
On Tuesday, Dec. 13th,
Victor Lorand, Information Services, will present
“Local Beekeeping” in
the Upstairs Meeting
Room during the Master
Gardener progam at
10:15 a.m.

Georgia O’Keefe, February 2nd
On Thursday, Feb. 2nd
Baila Miller will return
with a program featuring
Georgia O’Keefe. The
program will begin at
2 p.m. in the Upstairs
Meeting Room.

“Lemon Bay Fest, History with Zest”
Englewood’s Annual Weeklong
History Celebration, Saturday, February 4th
through Saturday, February 11th.

Englewood libraries were well represented during the annual Pioneer Days celebration. At left: Jennifer Perry, Elsie Quirk Library Manager, Lynda Citro from
Englewood Charlotte Library, and Chester Citro. Pat Burkey, not shown, also
greeted people at the event that took place at Pioneer Park on September 5th.
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Have a Great Holiday Season!
“One Book,
One Community”
Hunger Games by Suzanne
Collins has been voted the
winner in the 2011 “One
Book, One Community”
program for Sarasota County
Libraries. It’s a young-adult
science fiction novel that
has cross-over appeal with adults and is the first
book in a trilogy. The popularity of the book
has led to a movie starring Jeniffer Lawrence,
Woody Harrelson, Stanley Tucci, Lenny Kravitz
and Donald Sutherland that is set for release
in 2012.
Englewood residents are invited to attend
a free book discussion of “Hunger Games”
moderated by Mary Jane Williams at Elsie
Quirk Library on January 26, 2012 at 10:15
in the Upstairs Meeting Room.

Newsletter now
available in full
color (pdf format).
You can receive your
Friends of the Elsie Quirk
Library newsletter in full
color via email, thereby
saving the Friends the
costs of printing and
mailing each time an
issue is generated. The
money saved could be
better spent on programs.
You will receive your
newsletter in color (in pdf
format) almost a week
earlier than the printed
black and white version.
To participate, send
your email address to:
CKourapis@aol.com.

View our newsletter in full color at www.sclibs.net
1. When the home page comes 2. Click on “Elsie Quirk”.
up, click on “Friends” in
3. Under Current Newsletter click on “EQ
the upper right corner.

Friends Newsletter”. Read, and/or print!
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