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A message
from the
President
Ron Cutsinger, President
of the Board of the Friends
of the Elsie Quirk Library

History. It started when my wife,
Alison, brought home a book about
the civil war (one of the perks of
having a spouse who works at the
Library!) I read it and was hooked.
That led to books about Lincoln,
Gettysburg and just about anything
related to that time. The more I read
the more I realized that I loved
history… not just civil war history,
but so much more.
What a rich and wonderful journey
I had been missing! I have learned
incredible lessons, been inspired and
challenged, and I thirst for more.
I am thankful for pioneering people
who were thoughtful enough to
make that possible.
I say this to introduce what will
be a key focus for our Friends’ organization this fall as we look forward
to the 50th Anniversary of the Elsie
Quirk Library… OUR history, our
legacy, our tradition, our adventure.
We will honor those who went
before, blazed the trail, and made
the difficult choices. They sacrificed,
they worked and they persevered.
Their stories deserve to be honored
and celebrated.
Many exciting events and remembrances are being planned for 2012,
highlighted by what we hope will
be the dedication of a new reading
garden next June. Preliminary
planning has begun along with
preparations for several entertaining
and educational programs throughout the year.
As always, a special thank you to
the staff, members of the Friends,
and the volunteers who make Elsie
Quirk Library such a great place of
learning. Please remember to renew
your membership, give a special gift
to help us make the 50th all it
should be, or contact any board
member about how you are willing
to help.
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Let’s Celebrate 50 Years!
On June 15th, 1962 the Elsie Quirk
Library was officially opened to the public.
It was a tiny, one room building situated on
Cocoanut Avenue. Elsie and Wellington
Quirk, who donated a plot of land and ten
thousand dollars to begin the project, would
not recognize the library today. The original
building offered space for twenty-five readers.
Over the years Elsie Quirk Library has undergone five expansions and a recent 2010
renovation.
In 1995, Sarasota County acquired additional lots to provide an entrance on Dearborn
Street, the historical downtown section of
Englewood. This offered additional parking
and storm water retention ponds.
The original library provided 3,500 books
and was1400 square feet in size. After the
fifth expansion, the library grew to 16,807
square feet. That figure does not include the
former bicycle area located at the right of the
main entrance that became, after the recent
2010 renovation, the new Friends of the
Library Bookstore. In 2010, 202,588 items
were checked out of the library and 25,223
people used the library computers for a total
of 14,433 hours.
Throughout the coming year the Friends
will celebrate Elsie Quirk Library’s 50th
anniversary with a variety of special events
and programs. A planning committee meeting throughout the summer has been discovering so many surprising details about our
library’s history. Library Manager Jennifer
Perry, Information Services Librarian Toni
Hopper, and Youth Librarian Cris Walton
have been extremely helpful in providing

us with research material. Diana Harris, historical columnist for the Englewood Sun, has generously offered to share historical photographs
and documents with our planning committee
and write about the 50th anniversary in the
Sun. Historic memorabilia will be periodically
on display throughout the library.
In addition to displays and articles an Elsie
Quirk Library Trivia Contest will be offered in
the next newsletter, and a special performance
entitled Elsie Quirk Library in Tune With The
Times will take place during Lemon Bay Fest
History With Zest in February.
On Saturday, June 16th, 2012, President
Ron Cutsinger would like to dedicate a Reading
Garden complete with benches where patrons
could enjoy reading outdoors. However, this
project is still in the planning stage.
As always we will need help and financial
support during the coming year. Members are
encouraged to sign up at the Friends Bookstore
or contact a Board Member if you would like
to help plan events or work on special 50th
anniversary projects. If you have photos or
other library memorabilia we would be happy
to include them in our displays. If you enjoy
gardening we would be grateful for your help
in planning the reading garden. The Friends
and the Library Staff recognize and appreciate
just how much the Elsie Quirk Library has continued to grow over the years. The Founders of
Elsie Quirk Library overcame doubts, fears, and
ridicule in pursuit of their worthy cause. Now
it’s our turn to carry the torch. With your help,
our 2012 anniversary celebration will continue
to support their dream.
(Continued on page 2)

Above: Elsie Quirk. Photograph provided by Diana Harris.
Below: Original one room library building facing Cocoanut Avenue.
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475-6592 and we’ll do the rest.
Walter Wardell: Newsletter layout

Help
Wanted!
Camille Thinnes, manager
of the bookstore wants to
emphasize that we need bookstore volunteers. Contact her
directly or leave a message at
the bookstore 861-1216.
She’ll call you back.
Donations to the bookstore
can be made Monday thru
Friday from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.
during regular bookstore hours
and brought to the bookstore
directly.

Long time member of the
Friends of Elsie Quirk Library,
Donald R. Spencer, died on
June 23rd in Northbridge,
Mass. He and his wife Edna,
who lived for 33 years in
Englewood before moving to
Mass., were actively involved
in a variety of library projects
over the years.

A Brief History of Elsie Quirk Library

In 1961 some residents of Englewood led
by Lois Potter as its President and Leah
Lasbury as the Organizational Coordinator
formed The Friends of the Library of
Englewood, Inc., a non-profit organization.
Englewood residents (Charlotte and
Sarasota County) worked together at that
time. The original steering committee
included Leah Lasbury, Lois Potter, and
Josephine Cortes. However, Charlotte
County officials ruled that funds could not
be spent on a facility in Sarasota County,
making a unified Englewood library impossible. On May 26, 1962, Charlotte Public
Library opened on McCall Road serving
only Englewood’s Charlotte County residents.
Elsie and Wellington Quirk, whose contribution of land on Cocoanut Avenue and
funds for a new building, and the same
group of ladies led by the original steering
committee, undaunted, continued planning for a Sarasota County Library to be
named the Elsie Quirk Public Library.
Construction plans went smoothly until an
injunction, later quashed in Sarasota
County Circuit Court, temporarily halted
construction of the building.
When construction of the Elsie Quirk
Public Library resumed, incoming books
donated by Libraries in Orlando, Ohio, and
Michigan, local individuals, and the Lemon
Bay Women’s Club were temporarily stored

in Mr. Floyd Potter’s home. At that time,
no money had been appropriated for a
County library. Leah Lasbury and Lois
Potter convinced Sarasota County
Officials that, having financed the library
and acquired books through private
sources, the Englewood group deserved to
have library operations financed with
public funds. Finally, the Sarasota County
Commissioners, impressed by the persistence of the Englewood group, yielded and
appropriated $4,000 to operate the library
for the first year. It’s important to note
that Elsie Quirk Public Library was the
first library to be funded by the Sarasota
County Commission. This set a precedent
for county public library service.
In 1975, assured that Sarasota County
would continue to be involved in funding
the library, the Friends deeded the property to the County. In 1983 our organization officially became The Friends of the
Elsie Quirk Library. Over the years, both
Englewood libraries have expanded or
moved to more ample quarters.
Englewood patrons have benefited and
enjoyed cultural services that would never
have been imagined by the original
founders, the same group that worked so
hard to arrange financing for both the
Englewood Charlotte Library and the Elsie
Quirk Public Library.

Above: Wellington Quirk. Photograph provided by Diana Harris.
Below: In 1972, a second addition to Elsie Quirk Library costing $29,000, was
made possible by donations from Mr. & Mrs. O.T. Alexander who donated $15,000
to start the project. Additional donations came from the Selby Foundation, William
Vanderbilt, and Mrs. Harold Anderson. This photo, provided by Diana Harris,
shows the original library with a first annex that had been built in 1964 to the
right facing Cocoanut Street. The added "O.T. Alexander Wing is to the left.
With the 1972 expansion the library grew to 4,643 square feet in size.

1972
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The Great Books Discussion Group
Meets the first Thursday of the month at 10:15 a.m, November thru April at Elsie Quirk Library. All readings (except The Prince)
may be found in Great Conversations 3 published by the Great Books Foundation. A copy may be located in the Reference
section at Elsie Quirk Library or ordered directly from the Great Books Foundation, Chicago, Il (http://store.greatbooks.org).
DATE
Nov. 3, 2011

READING
THE PRINCE (FULL BOOK)

AUTHOR
Niccolo Machiavelli

Dec. 1, 2011

SECOND EPILOGUE TO WAR AND PEACE

Leo Tolstoy

Jan. 5, 2012

THE UNKNOWN MASTERPIECE

Honore de Balzac

Feb. 2, 2012

THE MAN WHO WOULD BE KING

Rudyard Kipling

Mar. 1, 2012

A DEFENSE OF POETRY

Percy Bysshe Shelley

Apr. 5, 2012

THE OPEN BOAT

Stephen Crane

The Book Discussion Group
The Book Discussion Group meets the third Thursday of the month, November thru April at 10:15 a.m. The Friends of Elsie
Quirk Library group will purchase 10 copies of the starred (*) books to be cataloged as a Book Club Bag for the Sarasota County
Library System after the discussion. All other books need to be obtained through the library by purchase, or other means.
DATE
BOOK
AUTHOR
Nov. 17, 2011

LAST NIGHT IN TWISTED RIVER

John Irving

Dec. 15, 2011

GULLIVER’S TRAVELS

Jonathon Swift

Jan. 19, 2012

SON OF HAMAS*

Mosab Hassan Yousef

Feb. 16, 2012

THE WARMTH OF OTHER SONS

Isabel Wilkerson

Mar. 15, 2012

THE CELLIST OF SARAJEVO*

Steven Galloway

Apr. 19, 2012

ROOM

Emma Donoghue

The Short Story Group
Meets the second Thursday of the month at 10:15 a.m., November thru April at Elsie Quirk Library. Copies of the short stories
for 2011-12 may be purchased at cost in the Friends of Elsie Quirk Library Bookstore. Most are available online.
For more information please contact Joann Ford at 267-261-5814 or e-mail her at: johnand joannford@hotmail.com
DATE
TITLE
AUTHOR
PAGE
Nov. 10, 2011

“BLISS”
“THE GILDED SIX-BITS”

Katherine Mansfield
Zora Neale Hurston

932-942
651-660

Dec. 8, 2011

“A WORN PATH”
“THE WHITE HOUSE”

Eudora Welty
Ivan Klima

1377-1383
841-848

Jan. 12, 2012

“INTERPRETER OF MALADIES”
“THE TROJAN PRINCE”

Jhumpa Lahiri
849-864
Tessa Hadley, The New Yorker
Nov. 15, 2010
76-83

Feb. 9, 2012

“HERMAN WOUK IS STILL ALIVE”

Stephen King
The Atlantic, May, 2011
62-71
Stephen Millhauser,
The New Yorker, Jan. 3, 2011 58-61

“GETTING CLOSER”
Mar. 8, 2012

“THE WIDOW’S SON”
“A CONVERSATION WITH MY FATHER”

Mary Lavin
Grace Paley

865-873
1176-1180

Apr. 12, 2012

“EVERYTHING THAT RISES MUST CONVERGE”
“A GOOD MAN IS HARD TO FIND”

Flannery O’Connor
Flannery O’Connor

1116-1128
1142-1153

Participants are encouraged to read the selections before attending. All three Book Groups are sponsored by
the Friends of the Elsie Quirk Library. For more information contact the Elsie Quirk Library 941-861-1200.
Home-schooled students and their parents are welcome to attend all Elsie Quirk Library Adult Programs.
All programs are sponsored by the Friends of the Elsie Quirk Library and are offered free of charge.
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Cris Walton
Senior Librarian,
Youth Services

Balinese Shadow Puppet
Performance at Elsie Quirk
Children ages 6 to 11 were treated to a performance on
June 29th by the Balinese Shadow Puppet Theater and
Puppet Workshop. The event, limited to 50 children, was
presented by the Purnama Sari Balinese Dance Company.
Children learned about the Ramayana story and took part in
a puppet making workshop following the performance. The
program was sponsored by the Friends of Elsie Quirk Library.

Groups of children created their own Balinese Puppets
following the show that was presented by the Purnama
Sari Balinese Dance Company.

Children were thrilled to watch a puppet theater in
action in the Upstairs Meeting Room on June 29th.

Participants displayed their puppet creations during
the workshop.

“Tales from India” Program

In a summer program entitled Tales From India, Katie
Adams cooked up a delicious stew of stories for children in
the Upstairs Meeting Room. Cris Walton, Youth Librarian,
introduced performer Katie Adams.

During Katie Adams’
Make Believe Theater
production, audience
members participated
in front of a colorful
banyan tree prop. They
learned about tradition
Indian folk tales: The
Hungry Cat, Manu and
the Talking Fish, The
Old Woman and the
Red Pumpkin, and The
Magic Cooking Bowl.
Summer Youth
Programs are sponsored
by the Friends of the
Elsie Quirk Library.
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The “Read... Adopt a Dolphin” Summer Reading Incentive Program
The “Read... Adopt a Dolphin”
summer reading incentive program
was a great success. Over 100 children
registered for the program. For each
week they read for at least 20 minutes
each day, they received a sticker to put
on the “Read... Adopt a Dolphin” board.
When the board filled with stickers,
a Pantropical Spotted Dolphin was
adopted from Mote Marine
Laboratories in Sarasota for one year.
The “Read... Adopt a Dolphin”
program not only encouraged children
to read during the summer, but also
allowed them to participate in a
humanitarian project that benefits
local wildlife. A “Dolphin Adoption
Celebration” was held at the end of
the summer. Children enjoyed stories
about dolphins, dolphin trivia, related
craft activities, and refreshments.
The adoption and the celebration was
funded by the Friends of Elsie Quirk
Library.

“One Book,
One Community”
Winner

Jennifer Perry
Elsie Quirk
Library Manager

Brush up Your Skills
by Using Library
Resources

Hunger Games by
Suzanne Collins has
been voted the winner
in the 2011 “One Book,
One Community”
program for Sarasota
County Libraries. It’s
a young-adult science
fiction novel that has
cross-over appeal with
adults and is the first book in a trilogy.
The popularity of the book has led to a
movie starring Jeniffer Lawrence, Woody
Harrelson, Stanley Tucci, Lenny Kravitz
and Donald Sutherland that is set for
release in 2012.
Sarasota County readers had the
summer to finish the book. In the fall
numerous “Hunger Games” themed programs, events and book discussions will
take place in Sarasota County libraries.
Englewood residents are invited to
attend a free book discussion of “Hunger
Games” at Elsie Quirk Library on January
26, 2012 at 10:15 in the Upstairs
Meeting Room.

The library is a great resource for
helping with a job search and developing new skills. Libraries also offer a
great resource that you can access
from your home computer with your
library card. It's called Learning
Express.
Go to the Sarasota County Library
website at www.sclibs.net and choose
“Databases/Electronic Resources.”
Click on the “L” at the top of the
page or scroll down until you find
Learning Express. This resource is a
learning center for all ages on many
topics. But for job searchers there are
two sections: “Job Search and
Workplace Skills” and “Jobs and
Careers.”
The Job Search section can help
you with business writing skills, job
search and networking skills, interviewing, and creating great cover
letters and resumes. The jobs and
Careers sections has practice tests
for a wide range of careers including

Legal, Military, Nursing and Health
Services, Green careers, Plumbing,
Real Estate, Cosmetology and more.
All these resources are available free
with your library card. So if you’re
looking for employment or just
trying to brush up on your skills,
try out this wonderful resource.
Avoid late fees by renewing on
time... it's easy. You can renew by
phone, just call the library number
861-1205, or call 941-861-5000 and
ask for Elsie Quirk Library. Or you
can renew online from any Internet
connected computer or mobile
device. Just visit www.sclibs.net, click
“catalog” then “My Account”. Log in
with your name, library card number
and PIN. If you are finished with
your checked out items, they can be
returned at any Sarasota County
Library, no need to make a special
trip to the library where you checked
out your items.
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Why We Make Mistakes
s
How we look without seeing, forget things in seconds, and are all pretty sure we are way above average.
By Joseph Hallinan @2009
BOOK REPORT BY
VICTOR LORAND,
ELSIE QUIRK
INFORMATION
SERVICES

There are human biases in behavior.
Right-handed people tend to turn right
after entering a building. Most people
show a preference for the number 7 and
the color blue. People are reluctant to
change their answers on tests (70% of the
time they do not) or first impressionseven after being informed that most
answer changes on tests usually improve
their score. This also applies to selecting a
stock market purchase. The reason for the
persistence of the myth of it being better
not to change one’s answer is that people
feel more responsible for their actions
than their inactions. pg 53, “If we are
going to err at something, we would
rather err by failing to act. The prospect
of changing a right answer to a wrong
one filled them with much more regret
than the prospect of failing to change a
wrong answer to a right one.” In a study
of 1600 college students, of those who
changed their answers- changing from
wrong to right outnumbered changes
from right to wrong by 2 to 1.
Another phenomenon keeping the
myth alive (also called the “Monty Hall
effect”) is that selective memory causes
people to believe (overestimate) that the
answers they changed were more often
changed to incorrect, underestimating
the number of answers they changed to
correct.
Our visual analysis of situations is
formed within a few to one tenth of a
second, and one mistaken assumption
that results is that we see everything and
do not need to reanalyze after this fleeting impression. Another limit of our eyes
is not being able to detect the flicker of
the 24 frames per second of movie images.
For prevention of accidents, people
should not be required to pay attention
to 2 unrelated items at once: the road in
front of one (plus the rear and side-view
mirrors), children in a vehicle, a cell
phone, an MP3 player, a navigation
device, a DVD player, Cruise control.
The more devices added to a car/truck:
the more risky it is. It takes a 2 second

glance to double the risk of an
accident. Japan has banned
entering GPS destination info
while on the move, but in the
U.S. carmakers continue to add
yet more distracting devices to
the vehicles.
Drivers believe that 25 percent
of accidents are caused by their
being inattentive or distracted
while driving. However, video
analysis shows that 78% of crashes are
caused by drivers using some other device
such as a cell phone, GPS, or a Blackberry
while driving.
To reduce making errors it helps to be
rested. But the reason why is not what is
commonly believed. Sleep-deprived
people as is known by Las Vegas Casinos
are prone to making reckless gambles.
Another aid against errors is happiness.
Page 9, “Happiness fosters well-organized
thinking and flexible problem solving. It
also helps to be less optimistic.” The tendency to be overconfident is a prime
source of human error.
If one learned something while in a
certain state: underwater, drunk, while
sitting, while running, then one will
remember it better when in that certain
state, because memory is more a reconstruction than a reproduction.
The eye only sees clearly an area about
the size of a quarter and makes up for this
by constantly scanning the visual field
stopping about 3 times per second. In
sports, experts maintain their gaze on the
ball contacting their club/racquet much
longer than novices.
Right handers prefer to turn right and
left-handers prefer to turn left; therefore,
when looking for the shortest line in a
store, go left.
Gamblers will misremember their losses
as near wins.
Prescription drug spending doubled in
the U.S between 1995 and 2000, and
1,000 new drugs were approved, but 76%
of these were only moderate improvements often containing the same ingredients. However, the drug companies
charged twice as much for them. The
pharmaceutical companies spent
$8,000/year per doctor to promote these
drugs. 84% of doctors surveyed believed

that their colleagues were unduly influenced, and only 16%
thought they, themselves, were
unduly influenced. In other
industries, one is required to
report a conflict of interest.
To free yourself of the
“anchoring/framing effect” you
need to “reframe”. For example,
think of a house’s price in terms
of $ per sq. foot or change your
time frame view of a situation.
Pg. 129, “”Things don’t happen in
words,”(Barbara Tversky, a Professor who
has studied how we misremember mapsmaking them simpler)...”We are forced
to go back and impose an order on the
story we tell.” And the story we tell is
embellished, distorted, exaggerated, or
minimized in 61% experiment’s
retellings, while only 42% admitted/
thought they did so.
Overconfidence is the leading source
of human error. Men overestimate their
intelligence and attractiveness, while
women underestimate theirs. And those
who were overconfident were more likely to launch attacks (start wars). Women
are more risk averse except in the category of social risk. The other categories
considered: Financial, Health and Safety,
Recreational, & Ethics. Men value the
benefits of risk more in these categories.
Men forgive and forget their own
mistakes more readily than women,
and are more optimistic.
In a study of autopsies it was shown
that doctors misdiagnose fatal illnesses
20% of the time. If included in leading
causes of death, preventable medical
errors would rank 8th.
A way to correct errors is to calibrate
one’s guesses by keeping a record of
one’s reasons and guesses. Avoid sleep
deprivation. Moderate sleep deprivation
is equivalent to being drunk in terms of
brain impairment. Happy people are less
prone to error and are more creative in
problem solving, but money in general
does not affect average performance,
except in terms of enduring painful or
mundane tasks. Life is time. How you
manage your time, doing what is enjoyable in your locality, is the way to be
happy and less prone to error.
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Upcoming Library Programs
The Friends of Elsie Quirk Library membership and Englewood residents are
invited to attend a variety of programs for 2011-2012. In addition to the three
book groups that are listed in this newsletter, Pat Burkey, Program Chairman,
has booked four Master Gardening programs for September, October, November
and January. All four sessions will meet at 2 pm in the Upstairs Meeting Room.
Date
Program
Thursday, September 29th
The Ins and Outs of Composting
Thursday, October 27th
Building a Butterfly Garden
Wednesday, November 30th
Container Gardening
Tuesday, January 31st
How to Become a Master Gardener

On Tuesday, Dec. 13th,
Victor Lorand, Information Services, will present
a program “Local Beekeeping” in the Upstairs
Meeting Room. Time yet
to be determined.

On January 24th at 2 pm Betty
Jean Steinshouer will return with a
program entitled: America at War:
Three Women’s Perspectives.
Part 1–Willa Cather;
Part 2–Marjorie Kinnan Rawlings;
Part 3–Gertrude Stein.

On February 2nd Baila Miller
will return with a program featuring
Georgia O’Keefe.
And on March 8th she will feature
a program about Norman Rockwell.
All programs will begin at 2 pm in the
Upstairs Meeting Room.

From January thru April the
Great Decisions Discussion
Group will be meeting on
Mondays at 10:15.
Also in January The
Wisdom of History film and
discussion program will
resume with Tom Swepston
leading the discussion. Dates
and topics for both programs
will be listed in the December
newsletter.

M E M B E R S H I P

F O R M

Name:________________________________________________________

Address:______________________________________________________

100 West Dearborn Street
Englewood, FL 34223
Phone: 941-861-5000
Website: www.sclibs.net

VOLUNTEER INTERESTS
At Library
Telephone
At Bookstore
Membership
Newsletter
Programs
Fund Raising
Computers

I WOULD LIKE TO MAKE
A MEMORIAL OR TRIBUTE

Name:________________________________
Address:______________________________
City:_________________________________
State:_____________Zip:_________________
Phone:________________________________

Please enclose your check
with this form and mail to:
Friends of the Elsie Quirk Library
100 West Dearborn Street
Englewood, FL 34223

City__________________________State______Zip:__________________

Phone:____________________________________ Ext._______________

E-mail:_______________________________________________________

Date:________________________

Do you wish to remain anonymous?
$5 Child under 12
$10 Individual

New Member

Yes

$20 Family
$30 Contributor

Renewal
No

$50 Sponsor
$100 and up Benefactor

Please make checks payable to: Friends of Elsie Quirk Library

A non-profit 501(c)3 tax exempt organization. We receive 100% of your dues or donation. Reg.#SC-00182

IN MEMORY OF:

IN HONOR OF:

Tribute to (name):______________________________________________
Occasion:_______________________________ Amount: $____________

Send Notice of Tribute to:_______________________________________
Address:______________________________________________________

City:_________________________________State:_______Zip__________
The Friends of the Elsie Quirk Library receive 100% of all contributions made to our organization.
We are a non-profit corporation, and contributions are deductible to the extent allowed by law.
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View our newsletter in full color at www.sclibs.net
1. When the home page comes 2. Click on “Elsie Quirk”.
up, click on “Friends” in
3. Under Current Newsletter click on “EQ
the upper right corner.

Friends Newsletter”. Read, and/or print!

Library Hours:
Mon/Wed 10-8
Tue/Thur/Fri/Sat 10-5

