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Ron Cutsinger, President
of the Board of the Friends
of the Elsie Quirk Library

A message
from the
President

Another Great Year!
It’s clear to me that the older I get

the faster time travels. I can hardly
believe that we are coming to the close
of 2012. We celebrated our 50th
Anniversary in June, our “In Tune
with The Times” program, and many
other wonderful events.
Earlier this year I had the privilege

of being involved in the creation of a
Memorandum of Understanding
between the Friends groups and the
Libraries. It was truly encouraging to
witness the positive, supportive and
generous spirit of all who took part.
I am especially inspired by the
Sarasota County Library leader-
ship and staff. Given the level of
excellence they demonstrate, it’s no
wonder our system was named
“Library of the Year.”We are
fortunate to have such a talented
and dedicated group.
Looking forward our biggest project

ever is ahead – the ”Golden” Reading
Garden. By the time this newsletter
arrives we hope to have our County
approvals (we present to the BCC
on December 11th). The plan is to
begin construction early 2013 with
a dedication sometime in the spring.
This will be a community wide effort
and we will need much help, both in
dollars and sweat! Keep watching for
news and fundraisers to come.
The Friends of Elsie Quirk Library

will hold their December Board
meeting at 10 a.m. on Wednesday,
December 12 in the upstairs meeting
room. The Annual Meeting will follow
at 11a.m. You are invited! Come and
be informed, learn about all that the
Friends do and how you can continue
to support and serve the best Library
system in all of Florida!

Great Electronic Resources
at Sarasota libraries!

What makes a great public library?
It’s really hard to decide between the helpful
staff and the thousands of books on the
shelf. Then again, maybe it’s the free inter-
net access or the exten-
sive selection of free
databases.
Today, libraries have

to be so much more
than friendly librarians
and a great selection of
books to thrive. Luckily
for us, our Sarasota
County Library system
knows what it takes!
Our system was just
named the 2012
Florida Library of the Year by the Florida
Library Association.
With information and pleasure reading

now available in so many formats, our
Sarasota County Libraries have found just
the right mix of books, DVDS and maga-
zines, engaging programs and outstanding
electronic resources to serve community
residents and seasonal visitors.

There are dozens of data
bases, most directly accessi-
ble and free on the library
website at www.sclibs.net/
resources -- all you need is a
library card. Just imagine,
there you are sitting at home
in your pajamas, learning a

foreign language using Mango software, get-
ting information on your investments from
Morningstar Online, reading a new play
from the Alexander Street Press, learning
how to fix your car through the Chilton
manual or finding data on Gale Virtual
Reference for your term paper. Or, maybe
you are out of work and you are using the

Small Business
Resource Center
online to create your
own business.
Do you have one of

the new e-readers or
tablets? Do you think
you don’t need the
library anymore?
Think again. Right
now, from the

Sarasota County’s library website,
you can download e-books for
free to your device through
OverDrive. Do you need help

with that? Many
of the 9 Sarasota
County libraries
are offering classes for people
learning to use e-readers.

Our libraries continue to
adapt to new technologies
and to meet the information
and inspiration needs of their
users, no matter where they
are and no matter what
reading formats work best
for them. More than 10,000

people walk into Sarasota County libraries
each day; another 30,000 visit online.
But, you may ask, doesn’t everyone have

access to these
resources through the
internet at home?
Actually, many people
don’t -- library usage
increases as the econ-
omy falters. Paula in
Venice recently wrote,
“I have been out of
work for 3 years and

can’t afford cable or internet hookup. The
library has been a real life-saver for its free
computers and DVD rentals.”
Electronic resources are

expensive and quickly become
obsolete. Demand and costs for
e-books and data bases are ris-
ing even as state and county
funds for collections decrease.
The new Library Foundation
for Sarasota County is committed to securing
the future of our libraries by raising private
dollars to complement tax dollars.
You can help, too. Just visit www.sarasota

libraryfoundation.org or call 941-497-6643.

Linda Getzen
Member of the Board
of Directors of the
Library Foundation
for Sarasota County
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FRIENDS BOOKSTORE:
Camille Thinnes, Manager

Walter Wardell: Newsletter layout

If you would like to share your
news with us, just call Chris at
475-6592 and we’ll do the rest.

Camille Thinnes, Volunteer
Bookstore Manager, announced
that beginning December 1st,
special books and tapes will be
on sale just in time for holiday
gift giving.

Purchasing items at the
bookstore is a perfect way for
members and Englewood resi-
dents to support the Elsie
Quirk Library and buy gifts for
family and friends. At the same
time, members are reminded
that on Monday, Tuesday and
Wednesday, Camille accepts
donations. Call the bookstore
at 861-1216 to arrange delivery
of large items.

Friend’s Bookstore
Features

Holiday Gifts!

Mark your calendar. You won’t
want to miss Betty Jean
Steinshouer’s delightful portrayal of
three Florida authors: Harriet
Beecher Stowe, Marjorie Kinnan
Rawlings, and Marjory Stoneman
Douglas. Yes, you may have seen
her perform as one or all of these
famous ladies at Elsie Quirk Library at one
time or another over the years, but this will
be a very unique and entertaining account of
three very different periods of Florida history.
Betty Jean does a superb job of researching

her characters and the time periods in which
they lived, loved, and wrote. Her many fans
know that as a speaker, a writer, and teacher

Betty Jean Steinshouer to return February 28th, 2013

Peter Fletcher,
Classical Guitarist

will perform
Wednesday,
February 13th
2013 in the
upstairs meeting
room at the Elsie
Quirk Library
at 6:00 p.m.

Baila Miller to feature 4 programs

“What You Eat
May Be

Eating You”
Jack Swanton will present his

program Tuesday, March 5th
2013 in the upstairs meeting at
2:00 p.m. at the Elsie Quirk
Library.

The History of Florida as seen through the eyes of...

Harriet Beecher
Stowe

Marjory Stoneman
Douglas

Marjorie Kinnan
Rawlings

Upcoming
Library Programs

Tues. January 15th Tues. February 19th

Tues. March 19th Tues. April 16th

Glass Sculptor,
Dale Chihuly

Baila Miller
will feature the
following
4 multi-media
presentations
in the upstairs
meeting room at
the Elsie Quirk
Library at 2:00
p.m.

French Sculptor,
Auguste Rodin

Mexican Painter,
Frida Kahlo

Mexican Painter,
Diego Rivera

Pat Burkey
Program
Chairman

Betty Jean has the ability to make
her audience laugh and, or cry,
both at the same time. While still
“in character” she encourages
questions from the audience. The
Friends of the Elsie Quirk Library
invite one and all to attend an
afternoon performance of Betty

Jean’s latest one-woman show that will take
place at 2:00 p.m. on February 28th in
the upstairs meeting room.
Betty Jean Steinshouer has portrayed sev-

eral strong and powerful women over the
years. She’s learned to form each character
strongly from the way they walk and talk,
and no two performances are ever the same.
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The Great Books Discussion Group
Meets the first Thursday of the month at 10:15 a.m, November thru April at Elsie Quirk Library.

All readings (except Jane Eyre) may be found in Great Conversations 3 published by the Great Books Foundation.
A copy may be located in the Reference section at Elsie Quirk Library.

DATE READING AUTHOR

Jan. 3, 2013 SIX CHARACTERS IN SEARCH OF AN AUTHOR Luigi Pirandello

Feb. 7, 2013 THE PARDONER’S TALE FROM THE CANTERBURY TALES Geoffrey Chaucer

Mar. 7, 2013 AN ENQUIRY CONCERNING HUMAN UNDERSTANDING David Hume

Apr. 4, 2013 INTERPRETER OF MALADIES Jhumpa Lahiri

The Short Story Group
The Short Story Group started Thursday, November 8th at 10:15 a.m.

It will meet the second Thursday of the month at 10:15 a.m., November thru April at Elsie Quirk Library.
Stories will be from Milton Crane’s 50 Great Short Stories (1983 edition) available from Amazon for $6.

A few copies will be available for purchase at the first meeting. The full text of the first two stories is available online.
“THE SHAWL” by Cynthia Ozick and “A CLEAN, WELL-LIGHTED PLACE” by Ernest Hemingway.

The full schedule of readings from 50 Great Short Stories, edited by Milton Crane will be provided.
Joann Ford will lead the group. For more information please contact Joann Ford at 267-261-5814

or e-mail her at: johnandjoannford@hotmail.com

The Reading Discussion Group
Meets the third Thursday of the month, November thru April at 10:15 a.m. The Friends of Elsie Quirk Library group will

purchase 10 copies of the starred (*) book to be cataloged as a Book Club Bag for the Sarasota County Library System after the
discussion. All other books need to be obtained by the participants through the library, by purchase, or other means.

DATE BOOK AUTHOR

Dec. 20, 2012 THE ART OF RACING IN THE RAIN Garth Stein

Jan. 17, 2013 WAR IS A FORCE THAT GIVES US MEANING Chris Hedges

Feb. 21, 2013 CUTTING FOR STONE* Abraham Verghese

Mar. 21, 2013 IN THE GARDEN OF BEASTS Erik Larson

Apr. 18, 2013 THE SWERVE Stephen Greenblatt

Home-schooled students and their parents are welcome to attend all Elsie Quirk Library Adult Programs.
All programs are sponsored by the Friends of the Elsie Quirk Library and are offered free of charge.

Participants are encouraged to read the above selections before attending. All three Book Groups are sponsored by
the Friends of the Elsie Quirk Library. For more information contact the Elsie Quirk Library 941-861-1200.

War is a Force that Gives Us Meaning (2002)
By Chris Hedges (To be discussed January 17th)
As a veteran war correspondent, Chris Hedges has survived

ambushes in Central America, imprisonment in Sudan, and a
beating by Saudi military police. He has seen children murdered
for sport in Gaza and petty thugs elevated into war heroes in the
Balkans. Hedges, who is also a former divinity student, has seen
war at its worst and knows too well that to those who pass
through it, war can be exhilarating and even addictive: “It gives
us purpose, meaning, a reason for living.”
Drawing on his own experience and on the literature of com-

bat from Homer to Michael Herr, Hedges shows how war seduces
not just those on the front lines but entire societies, corrupting
politics, destroying culture, and perverting the most basic human
desires. Mixing hard-nosed realism with profound moral and
philosophical insight,War Is a Force That Gives Us Meaning is a
work of terrible power and redemptive clarity whose truths have
never been more necessary.

The above blurbs were extracted from Amazon.com.
Mary Jane Williams will moderate discussions in January
and February at the Elsie Quirk Library in the upstairs

meeting room.

Cutting for Stone (2009)
By Abraham Verghese (To be discussed February 21)
Marion and Shiva Stone are twin brothers born of a secret

union between a beautiful Indian nun and a brash British
surgeon. Orphaned by their mother’s death and their father’s
disappearance, bound together by a preternatural connection
and a shared fascination with medicine, the twins come of
age as Ethiopia hovers on the brink of revolution.
Moving from Addis Ababa to New York City and back

again, Cutting for Stone is an unforgettable story of love and
betrayal, medicine and ordinary miracles -- and two brothers
whose fates are forever intertwined.
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On most Fridays starting at 2:00 p.m. Friday, Jan. 25, 2013, Tom
Swepston will host a new “Great Courses Discussion Group.” The
topics begin with a half hour DVD starting at either 1 or 2 p.m.
depending upon the availability of the upstairs meeting room.

The course’s remaining eighteen subjects will be scheduled in
January 2014 beginning with THE DEFEAT OF THE SPANISH
ARMADA (A.D. 1588) and go through SEPTEMBER 11, 2001. This
course is free, sponsored by the Friends of Elsie Quirk Library.

CONSTANTINE I WINS A BATTLE (A.D. 312)

MUHAMMAD MOVES TO MEDINA – THE HEGIRA (A.D. 622)

BOLOGNA GETS A UNIVERSITY (A.D. 1088)

DANTE SEES BEATRICE (A.D. 1283)

BLACK DEATH – PANDEMICS AND HISTORY (A.D. 1348)

COLUMBUS FINDS A NEW WORLD (A.D. 1348)

MICHELANGELO ACCEPTS A COMMISSION (A.D. 1508)

ERASMUS – A BOOK SETS EUROPE ABLAZE (A.D. 1516)

LUTHER’S NEW COURSE CHANGES HISTORY (A.D. 1517)

“GREAT DECISIONS” Discussion Schedule for 2013
The Great Decisions Discussion Group will continue to meet on Monday mornings in the upstairs meeting room.
Elsie Quirk Library opens at 10 a.m. and all sessions start as soon thereafter as possible. For more information contact
Tom Swepston at 474-2214 or sukiandtom@comcast.net. 2013 Great Decisions books are now in the Friend’s Bookstore
at the Library. The price is $15 (the same price as last year), payable in cash or check made out to “Englewood Great Decisions”.

DATE TOPIC MODERATOR

MYANMAR AND SOUTHEAST ASIA The West has welcomed unprecedented democratic
reforms made by Myanmar’s government. What challenges must Myanmar overcome before
it can fully join the international community? What role can it play in Southeast Asia?

NATO How has NATO’s agenda evolved since its inception during the cold war? With its
military commitment in Afghanistan winding down and a recent successful campaign in
Libya, what are the Alliance’s present-day security challenges?

EGYPT The popular revolution that ousted President Hosni Mubarak in 2011 ushered in
the promise of radical change. Two years later, what is the state of Egyptian democracy?
How will the military and the civilian government balance power?

HUMANITARIAN INTERVENTION The “responsibility to protect” doctrine has become
central to modern humanitarian intervention. When should the international community
intervene? Why did the West rush to intervene in Libya but not Syria?

IRAN Suspicion and a troubled history have blighted U.S.-Iranian relations for three
decades. How can the United States and Iran move forward? Is the existence of Iran’s
nuclear program an insurmountable obstacle?

CHINA IN AFRICA What interests govern China’s engagement in Africa? Should
China’s growing emphasis on political ties and natural resource extraction inform
U.S. relations with African nations?

THE FUTURE OF THE EURO How did the 2008 global recession contribute to the
development of the Euro crisis? The health of the Euro affects and is affected by the state
of the global economy. How can European Union leaders prevent the collapse of the
common currency?

THREAT ASSESSMENT How can the United States address the challenges of a weak
economy, homegrown terrorism and nuclear proliferation? What threats and opportunities
are presented by the ascendancy of China and by regime change in the Middle East?

Mon., Jan. 28th

Mon., Feb. 11th

Mon., Feb. 25th

Mon., Mar. 4th

Mon., Mar. 11th

Mon., Mar. 18th

Mon., Mar. 25th

Mon., Apr. 1st

Tom Swepston

TBA

Ahmed Elrefai

Miles Williams

Paul Hyatt

Betty Bullock

Frank Vorlicek

Jack Shearer

The World Was Never the Same: Events That Changed History
A series of lectures by Rufus Fears, a professor of classics at the University of Oklahoma.

Home-schooled students and their parents are welcome to attend all Elsie Quirk Library Adult Programs.
All programs are sponsored by the Friends of the Elsie Quirk Library and are offered free of charge.

PLAN TO ATTEND THE ANNUAL LEMON BAY FEST,
A CELEBRATION OF ENGLEWOOD HISTORY, FEBRUARY 2ND TO 9TH, 2013!

HAMMURABI ISSUES A CODE OF LAW (1750 B.C.)

MOSES & MONOTHEISM (1220 B.C.)

THE ENLIGHTENMENT OF THE BUDDHA (526 B.C.)

CONFUCIUS INSTRUCTS A NATION (553-479 B.C.)

SOLON – DEMOCRACY BEGINS (594 B.C.)

MARATHON – DEMOCRACY TRIUMPHANT (490 B.C.)

HIPPOCRATES TAKES AN OATH (430 B.C.)

CAESAR CROSSES THE RUBICON (48 B.C.)

JESUS – THE TRIAL OF A TEACHER (A.D. 36)
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The Sarasota County Library system is offering access
to some new electronic resources with your library card.
Morningstar Investment Research Center is the go-to
site for mutual funds. Access the Help&Education head-
er to find database guides, investment topics, the invest-
ment classroom, and glossary, then go to sclibs.net and
click on Electronic Information Resources/Databases.
Other new resources include: North American

Theater Online; North American Drama; and North
American Indian Drama from Alexander Street Press.
These resources contain more than 1,500 plays available
for viewing as well as a comprehensive reference work

Jennifer Perry
Elsie Quirk
Library Manager

New Electronic Resources
at the Library

Deirdre Morrow, Young Adult Librarian assembles teens for
judging at their Teen Halloween Party Treasure Hunt. Prizes
were provided by the Friends of the Elsie Quirk Library.

Elsie Quirk Library’s Teen Halloween Party was a “ter-
rifying” success. The teens engaged in a scary scavenger
hunt through the children’s section before participating
in a costume contest. Most of the teens came as charac-
ters from page or screen. After that, they played some
more spooky games before taking part in a wild game
of hide-and-seek throughout the library in the dark!
The party finished with a viewing of the horror movie,
The Woman in Black. Halloween fun was had by all!

covering all aspects of Canadian and American theater. Dance in
Video from Alexander Street Press provides 500 hours of dance
productions and documentaries for viewing. The online
Hobbies, Crafts & Recreation Reference Center is a comprehen-
sive full-text content for many of the most popular hobbies,
crafts, and recreation activities. It includes more than 720
videos, hobby reports, how-to instructions and creative activities
for virtually every hobby enthusiast. All these resources are avail-
able from home with your Sarasota County library card.

Staff Thank You to the Friends
Thank you Friends of Elsie Quirk Library for helping to fund

refreshments at the Staff Development Day on October 9th. The
theme was “Learning Together” and it was a great opportunity for
staff to learn and network. County Administrator Randall Reid
provided the welcome message and there was a full lineup of
great workshop sessions. The staff was grateful for the delicious
lunch and snacks!

Flannery
McIntyre
Teen Advisory Board
President

Teen Halloween Party...
a “terrifying” success!

Teens participate in a treasure hunt at the library at their Halloween party.
Prizes were provided by the Friends of Elsie Quirk Library.
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In “No Contest” Kohn states that the
belief that competition is valuable and
builds character is a myth. He seeks to
prove that in all cases, cooperation
achieves equal or better results than
competition. At home, at work, or in the
classroom, Kohn presents studies and
examples that show that when people
cooperate, results are healthier and
longer lasting than when they compete
with one another.
Kohn explains that the biggest

“myth” about competition is the belief
that “it’s inevitable, that it’s a builder of
character and a prod to productivity.”
In the U.S. competition is embedded in
our ideology and is treated as being
sacrosanct.
Actually, competition damages self-

esteem, ruins relationships, and hampers
education as it fails to foster excellence.
Cooperation does the opposite.
To counter Kohn’s argument, I read,

True Competition by David Shields and
Linda Bredemeier @2009 promoted on
their website www.truecompetition.org.
There is true competition, a striving
with one’s opponent to pursue excel-
lence and have fun and enjoyment in

the spirit of fairness and there is
“decompetition”, striving against
one’s opponent, treating him as
an enemy by breaking the rules if
needed in order to win. Shields
and Bredemeier state that it is
“decompetition” that we must
guard against. They admit that
extrinsic rewards such as money
and trophies exert a downward/
corrupting pull on the intrinsic
rewards of “true competition”.
Shields and Bredemeier remind
us that striving to win is impor-
tant. Wanting to win creates ‘hidden’ pres-
sure, a positive tension. True competition
is a win–lose contest that also allows for
win–win at the personal level.
[K. Loc. 4077-] “It is easy to set up a

contest, but impossible to ensure that true
competition will follow. So why establish
contests in the first place? Why do we use
them to structure our games, our economy,
our politics, and some of our educational
practices? Ultimately, we hope that con-
tests promote excellence and enjoyment.”
Shields and Bredemeier admit, [K. loc.

4084-] “Virtually everywhere contests are
found, there is overwhelming evidence of
cheating, scandal, corruption, hostility,
dishonesty, collusion, and crime. This has
led many critics to reach the disturbing
conclusion that contesting is inherently
counterproductive and morally bankrupt.”
Also, in support of Kohn’s statements,

REVIEWED BY
VICTOR LORAND,
INFORMATION
RESOURCES LIBRARIAN,
ELSIE QUIRK LIBRARY

No Contest

[K. Loc. 4217-] “Public
goods - including rivers,
forests, the atmosphere,
and the earth itself - can
be preserved only through
cooperative strategies.”
Shields and Bredemeier

[4207-] “Practices as
‘employee-of-the-month’
have a tendency to decrease
intrinsic motivation.
A better incentive would
be to give bonuses to all

employees when customer satisfaction
ratings increase; such an approach is
likely to augment internal cooperation.”
They admit [K. Loc. 4263-] “The

contest puts the focus on winning the
game; considerably less attention is paid
to the external costs of playing the game.
For example, corporations, in an effort
to boost immediate profits, often ignore
longer-term environmental costs.”
Vera Ellison, in Competition: A Cultural

Imperative?” The Personnel & Guidance
Journal, Dec. 1983, pages 195-198.“
Competition, although perhaps a part
of normal development, is disproportion-
ately reinforced within our American
culture. Its negative effects are wide-
spread and damaging to the health of
our society as well as to its individual
citizens.” in other words, what is need-
ed is for American culture to aim at
being more cooperative.

“The Case Against Competition: Why we lose in our race to win”
By Alfie Kohn @1986

A December library showcase featur-
ing recent publications by members of
the Suncoast Writers Guild, Inc. was
prepared by the Guild’s President, Ann
Favreau and Vice President, Jean Airey.
Member Anthologies on display are the

Group’s annual publications “Inklings
2011 and 2012.” Featured writers include:
Jean Airey’s “List of Plays;” Roy Ault’s
“Murder on Mackinac” and “Sudden
Death;” Cheryl Baker’s “Land of the
Flowers;” Rhett Evans, “Me and My Cousin
Ronnie;” Ann Favreau’s “It’s Okay to Have
an Ostomy” and “Window Eyes;” Jane
Gill’s “A Matter of Pride;” Denny Girard’s
“Ranches;” Gaile Harpan’s “Another
Dolphin’s Tale;” Kit Henderson’s “No Turn
on Red” and “In a Roundabout Way;”

Suncoast Writers Display Books
in Library Showcase

Suncoast Writers Guild President
Ann Favreau is a winner of many
prestigious writing awards.

Margaret Jane Jones’ “Summer on the
sun-Up;” Jim Kelly’s “The Place” and
“From the Embers;” Salley Osborn’s “When
the Sun Shines in a Dark Place;” Joanne
Phillips’ “Short Takes on Life;” and Don
Westerfield’s “Casting Shadows.”
The group meets for monthly general

meetings on the first and third Saturday
of every month in the Upstairs Meeting
Room. There are two special-interest sub-
groups: The Long Writers who are working
on book-length manuscripts and The
Little Band of Writers who perform locally
and at Guild events. To become a mem-
ber of the Guild or to order a publication,
contact Ann Favreau at their website:
http://www.suncoastwriters.com or
call 941-375-8377.
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Tribute to (name):______________________________________________

Occasion:_______________________________ Amount: $____________

Send Notice of Tribute to:_______________________________________

Address:______________________________________________________

City:_________________________________State:_______Zip__________

100 West Dearborn Street
Englewood, FL 34223
Phone: 941-861-5000
Website: www.sclibs.net

M E M B E R S H I P F O R M
Name:________________________________________________________

Address:______________________________________________________

City__________________________State______Zip:__________________

Phone:____________________________________ Ext._______________

E-mail:_______________________________________________________

Date:________________________ New Member Renewal

Do you wish to remain anonymous? Yes NoVOLUNTEER INTERESTS

At Library Telephone
At Bookstore Membership
Newsletter Programs
Fund Raising Computers Please make checks payable to: Friends of Elsie Quirk Library

A non-profit 501(c)3 tax exempt organization. We receive 100% of your dues or donation. Reg.#SC-00182

Please enclose your check
with this form and mail to:
Friends of the Elsie Quirk Library
100 West Dearborn Street
Englewood, FL 34223

The Friends of the Elsie Quirk Library receive 100% of all contributions made to our organization.
We are a non-profit corporation, and contributions are deductible to the extent allowed by law.

I WOULD LIKE TO MAKE
A MEMORIAL OR TRIBUTE

$5 Child under 12 $20 Family $50 Sponsor
$10 Individual $30 Contributor $100 and up Benefactor

IN MEMORY OF: IN HONOR OF:

Name:________________________________
Address:______________________________
City:_________________________________
State:_____________Zip:_________________
Phone:________________________________

February is“Love Your Library Month.”
Please Renew your Membership this February if you have not already done so.

Thanks for your continued support.

• In July, the Shirley Williams Trust gener-
ously donated $10,000 to the Elsie
Quirk Library. The gift was heartfelt and
completely unexpected. Funds will help
start up a mobile computer lab offering
public computer classes. The Friends
will help with some of the ongoing
costs of this lab.

• Compass Communities donation $30.

• Paul Moore donation of $250 in honor
of Paul and Sandra Moore’s 50th
anniversary.

• The Friends of Elsie Quirk Library
will hold their December Board meeting
at 10 a.m. on December 12 in the
upstairs meeting room. The Annual
Meeting will follow at 11 a.m. You are
invited.

Donations Board Meeting

• Christine Ziomek retired recently after
many years with the Sarasota County
Library System. We spelled her name
incorrectly in our October issue.

Correction
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View our newsletter in full color at www.sclibs.net
1. When the home page comes

up, click on “Friends” in
the upper right corner.

2. Click on “Elsie Quirk”.
3. Under Current Newsletter click on “EQ

Friends Newsletter”. Read, and/or print!

In order to cut printing costs we are hoping
to e-mail newsletters very soon to members with
access to e-mail. Send your e-mail address to
CKourapis@aol.com if you want to receive the
Friends of the Elsie Quirk Library newsletter
in full color. Printed copies in black & white
will continue to be available at the library.

What is a Friend?
If you are reading this you are

probably already a Friend of the
Elsie Quirk Library. You realize how
fortunate we are to have such an
outstanding library right here in
Englewood, and you support your
Library by donating or purchasing
books at the Friends’ bookstore.
You volunteer either in the book-
store or in the library itself by
stacking and sorting books on
shelves. You belong to Great
Decisions, participate in book club
discussions, or attend Friends-spon-
sored programs.
You know that Friends raise

money in a variety of ways: by the
sale of gently used books, member-
ship dues, donations, and special
fund-raising events. These funds
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are used to support free programs for
children and adults, purchase books, and
provide enhancements when public
funds are not available.
Our library cannot survive without

Friends. Donations and membership dues
are tax deductible and a great way to
honor loved ones. This year give your
friend a perfect holiday gift, a year’s
membership to the Friends of the Elsie
Quirk Library.


