FRIENDS OF THE

ELSIE QUIRK LIBRARY
Newsletter • Volume 13 • Number 1 • Winter • 2015
www.friendsofelsiequirk.org

FROM THE
PRESIDENT

THE GOLDEN GARDEN IS COMING! FINALLY!

Ron Cutsinger

PROGRESS!

A

nother year…amazing how there seems to
only be about 45 seconds in every minute
these days. Have you noticed that too? In any
case, we are thankful for a great year and look
forward to 2015 and exciting things happening at
the Elsie Quirk Library.
It’s taken much longer than we imagined, but the
good news is that our Golden Garden project is
finally underway! Hopefully you’ve had a chance
to see the garden under construction. Several
of the larger elements are completed including
the foundation, paver pathway and columns.
We plan to have the fence up soon, the gazebo
installed by the end of January, and to begin
planting in early February! Mark your calendar for
the February 28th Garden Dedication – it will be a
joyous commemoration.
As a fundraiser to help us finish the garden and
enable you to leave a lasting legacy, please
consider sponsoring a bench for $500. Perhaps
you could consider having a paver engraved as
a memorial in someone’s name with your own
personalized message of encouragement for $75.
Our hope is that the Garden will be a place of
beauty and relaxation for many years to come.
In the coming year we also plan to host several
exciting educational and fundraising events in our
garden. Your support will help make that possible!
In February, Love Your Library Month, we will
be celebrating with a month long membership
drive. One of the best kept secrets in Englewood
is what the Friends of the Library do to provide
much needed resources for Elsie Quirk Library.
We support the staff, volunteer in our bookstore,
purchase additional equipment, seek grants, and
do an amazing job in providing outstanding adult
and youth programs. Many folks do not realize
how much effort goes on behind the scenes
to make it all happen. Being a member of the
Friends is good for you and for all the Englewood
patrons who benefit from our Library.
Once again, with deepest appreciation to all the
Friends and Volunteers and Contributors, thanks
for all you do. May this coming year be filled with
joy and blessings as you continue to serve others
and our community.

GOLDEN GARDEN DEDICATION SCHEDULED FOR FEBRUARY 28

O

n Saturday, June 16, 2012, exactly 50 years after the dedication
of the original one-room Elsie Quirk Library, The Friends hosted a
daylong Open House Anniversary Celebration. Attendees enjoyed
viewing historic memorabilia and attending programs that explained
how the library evolved from a tiny one-room building facing
Cocoanut Avenue to a large, modern facility on historic Dearborn
Street. A 50th Anniversary Steering Committee comprised of staff
members Jennifer Perry, Library Manager; Michele Strickland, Assistant
Manager; Toni Hopper, Reference Librarian; and Cris Walton, Senior
Youth Librarian and Friends’ Members Ron Cutsinger, President and
Committee Chairman; Tom Swepston, Reading Garden Design; John
Dubowik, Reading Garden Fundraising, Angie Zerad, Musical Program;
Pat Burkey, Library Programs, Walter Wardell, Publications; and Chris
Kourapis, Publicity, proudly announced plans to construct an outdoor
reading garden where library patrons could relax and read in a
beautiful, natural setting. The garden would also honor library founders,
recognize past and present donors, and provide a venue for special
programs and fundraising events.
At a symbolic groundbreaking ceremony on April 27, 2012 attended
by Sarasota County Library Director Sarabeth Kalajian, Lemon Bay
Garden Club members added soil to a newly planted Cassia tree that
they donated at the site of the proposed outdoor reading garden.
At last, after numerous delays, the Friends’ Golden Garden is nearing
completion. Please mark your calendar for the following date and
time: 11 a.m. on February 28, 2015. In a special ceremony, Friends’
President Cutsinger will install a time capsule in the garden’s concrete
wall. It is the Friends’ hope that in another 50 years, Englewood residents
will discover what our Elsie Quirk Library supporters have accomplished.
After the dedication, light refreshments will be served. The Friends will
be eternally grateful for President Cutsinger’s perseverance, Library
Manager Jennifer Perry’s expertise, and Sarasota County Library
Director, Sarabeth Kalajian’s support in helping us achieve our long
awaited garden.
The Friends appreciate the dozens of community supporters and
the members who have assisted us with our ongoing Golden Garden
project. As always, we rely on your help. Please continue to assist
us by donating or volunteering to help with garden maintenance.
No donation is too large or too small. Every garden volunteer will
be welcomed with gratitude. The garden project, including both its
construction and maintenance, is fully funded by the Friends and from
generous donations to the Friends of the Elsie Quirk Library.
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ONE BOOK
ONE COMMUNITY

TIME TO ENTER THE BOOK
FESTIVAL’S WRITING CONTEST

T

he Dearborn Street Book Festival
committee is happy to announce
they will once again be sponsoring a
Short Story and Poetry writing contest in
conjunction with the book fest.

A non-profit 501(c) tax exempt organization

Visit our Website at:
www.friendsofelsiequirk.org

This is the sixth annual “Write-OnEnglewood” competition which has
proved to be very popular in past years.
Close to sixty entries were received last
year.
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One Book, One Community is an
annual event for Sarasota County
Libraries. Join us in promoting literacy
and the love of reading by talking about
books with friends, family, neighbors,
and co-workers.
The selection for 2015 is Orphan Train
by Christina Baker Kline. Orphan Train is
about a 17 year-old foster child, Molly
Ayer, who must earn public service
hours or be sent to juvenile hall. By
helping a 91 year-old woman, Vivian,
clean out her attic in present-day
Maine, she discovers vestiges of the
woman’s turbulent past as a child living
in Depression-era Minnesota.
From 1854 until 1929 250,000
abandoned and orphaned children
living in Eastern cities were relocated
aboard Orphan Trains to foster homes
in 46 different states, and Vivian had
been one of those children. As Molly
helps Vivian sort through her keepsakes
and possessions, she discovers that she
and Vivian aren’t as different as they
appear.
A Penobscot Indian, who has spent
her youth in and out of foster homes,
Molly is also an outsider being raised by
strangers, and she, too, has unanswered
questions about the past.
Kline will sign copies of Orphan
Train following her Sarasota County
presentation at the Venice Performing
Arts Center at 10:30 a.m. on January 16.
A book discussion at Elsie Quirk Library
will be scheduled on February 23.
Reference Librarian, Erin Thayer, will be
the moderator.

The contest is open to all aspiring
writers. It is judged by highly qualified
professional writers who live in our
area. Cash prizes in each of the two
categories of $75, $50, and $25 will be
awarded. Winners will be announced
at the Book Festival which will be held
February 21, 2015 in Pioneer Park on
West Dearborn Street.
To learn more about the contest and
the rules, which are very simple, go to
the Englewood Authors blog on your
computer or e-mail Diana Harris at
diharris@comcast.net or write to Writing
Contest, 1760 Parker Drive, Englewood,
Fla. 34223 for the information.

T

he 13th annual Lemon Bay Fest:
Englewood History with Zest! will
be celebrated February 7 to 14, 2015.
This event is a weeklong celebration
of Englewood’s past, featuring tours, a
series of informative Englewood history
programs, and a day-long Cracker Fair.
The Cracker Fair, a celebration of old
Florida history, will be held on Saturday,
February 14, 2015 from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.
in Pioneer Park on Dearborn Street.
Brochures listing times and dates will be
available at Elsie Quirk Library or on line.

FRIENDS of ELSIE QUIRK
LIBRARY“VOLUNTEER APPRECIATION”
LUNCHEON
The annual Volunteer Luncheon will be
held in March at La Stanza Restaurant
on Dearborn Street.

BOOK DISCUSSION SCHEDULE • Winter - Spring 2015
The Great Books Discussion Group
The Great Books Discussion Group meets every First Thursday of each month (except January when we meet the Second
Thursday) at 10:15 a.m. in the Small Meeting Room on the second floor of the library. Our group will be reading selections
from the Great Books Foundation’s Great Conversations 2 and encourage new members to join and former members to rejoin.
A copy of Great Conversations 2 is available at the Reference Desk. You may also buy an inexpensive copy through Amazon
or e-bay. For more information contact Discussion Facilitator, George Mahoney: 941-474-7685 e-mail: mahoney74@verizon.
net
Thurs. Jan. 8

Which New Era Would That Be

Nadine Gordimer

pp. 297-312

Thurs. Feb. 5

The Grand Inquisitor

Fyodor Dostoevsky

pp. 67-88

Thurs. Mar. 5

Selected Poems

John Donne

pp. 15-24

Thurs. Apr. 2

Meditations One and Two

pp. 25-40

The Short Story Group

We meet on the Second Thursday of each month (except January when we meet the Third Thursday) at 10:15 a.m. in
the Small Meeting Room on the second floor of the library. We will continue to read short stories from 50 Great Short Stories
edited by Milton Crane (Bantam Classic). A copy of this book is available in a desk drawer by the reference librarian for
reading in the library, or one can purchase this book very inexpensively through a bookstore or online. We have had a core
group of participants for lively discussions and welcome new members. For more information feel free to contact George
Mahoney: 941-474-7685; e-mail: mahoney74@verizon.net
Thurs. Jan. 15
Thurs. Feb. 12
Thurs. Mar. 12
Thurs. Apr. 9

Max Beerbohm

A.V. Laider

pp. 138-158

Only the Dead Know Brooklyn

T. Wolf

pp. 132-137

The Man Who Shot Snapping Turtles

E. Wilson

pp. 254-267

The Man Higher Up

O. Henry

pp. 181-193

The Giaconda Smile

A. Huxley

pp. 267-299

The Door

E.B. White

pp. 348-353

Ivy Day in the Committee Room

J. Joyce

pp. 321-323

The Chrysanthemums

J. Steinbeck

pp. 337-348

The Reading Discussion Group
Meets the Third Thursday of the Month, October through April at 10:15 a.m. All books need to be purchased by participants
or checked out in the library. A film, based on the novel, will be shown on certain Mondays at 5 p.m. in the Upstairs Meeting
Room. See the film schedule on page 2. Pat Burkey and Erin Krasnove will be co-facilitators. For more information, please
contact Pat at: 941-460-0022 or Erin at erinkrasnove@live.com
Thur. Jan. 15

How Green was my Valley

Richard Llewellyn

Thur. Feb. 19

Atonement

Ian McEwan

Thur. Mar. 19

The Help

Kathleen Stockett

Thur. Apr. 16

A Room with a View

E.M. Forster

READING DISCUSSION GROUP FILMS
A film, based on the following novels, will be shown at 5 p.m. in the Upstairs Meeting Room on the following dates:
January 12: How Green Was My Valley by Richard Llewellyn
February 23: Atonement by Ian McEwan
March 16: The Help by Kathleen Stockett
April 13: A Room with a View by E.M. Forster
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YOUTH DEPARTMENT NEWS

FRIENDS BOOK STORE NEWS
Manager • Camille Thinnes

C

New Volunteer, Dorothy Goulter, meets and greets bookstore
patrons, along with Tina Tullo, every Friday afternoon in the
Friends' Bookstore.

T

he Friends’ Bookstore, located at the Elsie
Quirk Library entrance, sells hard and soft
cover books for fifty cents and up, magazines for
twenty-five cents, VHS tapes for fifty cents, DVDs
and CDs for one dollar, and greeting cards for
ten cents. Camille Thinnes, volunteer manager,
welcomes donations on Monday, Tuesday, and
Wednesday mornings at the Bookstore.

ris Walton, Senior Youth Librarian,
is incorporating new iPads into
children’s story times. She and her staff
are also using the new 80 inch television,
featuring an educational application,
and allowing the children play time.
Families are invited to use the library
iPads and try the new app with their
children.
Care givers who attend story times
may also choose to play and teach the
youngsters with traditional educational
toys.

Library staff members model the use
of the iPad to families and show them
how to use apps with their children.

New volunteers are always welcome to
work three-four morning or afternoon shifts.
Applications or information can be found on
line at: http://friendsofelsiequirk.org or at the
book store. Call Camille at 941-861-1216. Join
the following volunteers: Marilyn Cobb, Fran
Consolazio, Gloria Gayer, Dorothy Goulter, Peggy
Johnson, Odie Kourapis, Vera Landi, Ann Landry,
Louise Little, Linda Ricke, Miriam Rullan-Alba, Lois
Overton, Beth Sarles, Camille Thinnes, Tina Tullo,
and Helen Wikoff.

Long-time Library Volunteer and the 2012 Friends’ Star
Volunteer, Rosemary Cody, a retired elementary school
teacher, loves working in the Youth Department at Elsie Quirk
Library.
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Jordan Barnard, a recent
graduate of Lemon Bay High
School who volunteered in
the Elsie Quirk Library Youth
Department for four years, was
awarded a $1,000 scholarship
by the Friends of the Elsie Quirk
Library. She will be studying film
at the First Institute in Orlando.

One of our teens ran in the other day to
get some books. She left her horse outside
near the door with her friend who was also
on horseback. She said, “Well, we aren’t old
enough to drive yet, so we have to come by
horse!”

Manager’s Report
Jennifer Perry • 941 861-1205

WORLD’S GREATEST GEOLOGICAL WONDERS

A

T

he New Year is a
time where I tend to
look back at what was
accomplished last year.
In the last year more
than 121,000 people
came through the library doors. Some came
to check out books, DVDs and other materials.
More than 183,000 items were loaned at the
circulation desk! More than 14,000 came to
attend one of the 566 library programs offered.
Many of the programs were sponsored by our
generous Friends organization including but
not limited to– Great Decisions, multiple book
discussions, classical guitarist Peter Fletcher,
Baila Miller’s multimedia presentations on The
Armory Show and Photojournalism, a Readers
Theater Class for Kids, children’s story times, and
teen game nights. The library offered programs
on science, music, history, current events, and
literature for attendees of all ages last year.
Library staff spent the equivalent of 2 full work
weeks instructing library patrons in formal
technology classes instructing more than 13,338
library patrons on how to use their laptops, and
e-book readers. More than 13,000 people came
to the library with a question that a librarian
helped them to answer! And more than 23,000
folks came to use the library’s public access
internet computers.
There were lots of facility improvements at the
library as well. The parking lot was paved and
restriped, new landscaping was planted, the
entryway sign was redone, and new outdoor
lighting was installed. New equipment was
purchased through a generous donation from
the Williams Trust – including a new technology
lab which allows us to teach iPad classes and
include some new technology and techniques
in our Youth programs.
And the Friends of the Elsie Quirk Library are
well on their way to completing the long awaited
Reading Garden. New fence posts, and a lovely
paver path have been installed, with a gazebo
soon to come! Something to look forward to in
the new year will be the grand opening of the
garden on Saturday, February 28th at 11 a.m.
So mark your calendars! This project, including
both its construction and maintenance, is fully
funded by the Friends and from generous
donations to the Friends of the Library.
Please come visit us, see our improvements,
enjoy our free programs, and check out the
Elsie Quirk Library. The library has something for
everyone!

Film Series entitled "The World's Greatest Geological Wonders" with
lectures by Dr. Michael Wysession of Washington University, St. Louis,
MO is scheduled for Friday afternoons at 2 p.m. in the Upstairs Meeting
Room.
Tom Swepston will lead a discussion following two lectures per afternoon
on the following dates:
January 16: Santorini-Impact of Volcanic Eruptions and Mount Fuji-a Sleeping
Giant
January 23: Galapagos Rift-Wonders of Mid-Ocean Ridges and African Rift
Valley-Cracks in the Earth
January 30: Erta Ale-Compact Fury of Lava Lakes and Burgess Shale-Rocks and
the Keys to Life
February 20: The Grand Canyon-Earth's Layers and The Himalayas-Mountains at
Earth's Roof
February 27: The Granges Delta-Earth's Fertile Lands and The Amazon BasinLungs of the Planet
March 6: Iguazu Falls-Thundering Waterfalls and Mammoth Cave-Worlds
Underground
March13: Cave of Crystals-Exquisite Cave and Great Blue Hoe-Coastal Symmetry
in Sinkholes
March 20: Ha Long Bay-Dramatic Karst Landscapes and Bryce Canyon-Creative
Carvings of Erosion
March 27: Uluru/Ayers rock-Sacred Nature of Rocks and Devil's Tower-Igneous
Enigmas

Access Video on Demand
Thousands of acclaimed documentaries, award-winning educational
films, independent films, and helpful instructional videos are available on
your home computer with a Sarasota County library card. The service is
free and easy to use on your PC, iPad, or Android devices. There are no
returns or overdue fees. To access the service visit www.scgov.net/library
and under "Library Resources" click on "Research Help and More." Scroll
down and on Arts and Humanities click on "Access Video on Demand."
More than 600 videos are added each year from top-quality producers
and series including ABC News, NOVA, History, American Experience, Ken
Burns, and more!

WOMAN OF THE YEAR AWARD

O

n October 16, Elsie Quirk Library Manager, Jennifer Perry, was
presented the Woman of the Year Award by the Business and
Professional Women of Englewood and Venice. Jennifer, who served as
treasurer and finance chairman for BPWEV for several years, writes a
weekly column about Elsie Quirk Library for the Englewood Sun newspaper
and deeply cares about the Englewood Community. She’s pictured here
with Rita Bertler, BPWEV Membership Chairman.
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HEIRLOOM SERIES

SUNCOAST WRITERS
GUILD PROGRAM

The Heirloom Pearls
The Heirloom Brooch

Kate Nixon
KATE NIXON INTRODUCES HER SECOND BOOK IN THE HEIRLOOM SERIES

K

ate Nixon says heirlooms are inherited, but their true stories might
not be. This is the basis of her Heirloom Series. Nixon took a scrap of
family history as the anchoring event for her novel, The Heirloom Pearls.
Her second great-grandmother lived in the Home for Friendless Women as
a fifteen-year-old orphan. That information haunted Nixon as she tried to
imagine what kind of life her grandmother had while living there. She had
visions of a teenager, abandoned, alone, frightened, with a very uncertain
future and realized she had to explore that life in a novel.
Nixon set the book in mid-eighteenth century Louisville, Kentucky as the
tension of the looming Civil War stirs in the background. The Heirloom
Pearls features a mother and daughter, both headstrong as they climb
the ladder of high society, with oh so different consequences. The Brenner
House in Louisville and the Culbertson Mansion in New Albany provided
details for tea parties, drawing rooms, and the grand salon with the Pier
mirrors that have diamond dust mixed in the silvering to add sparkle to the
reflections.

T

he Suncoast Writers Guild meets every
first Saturday of the month in the Upstairs
Meeting Room at Elsie Quirk Library. A Sub
Group, “Poetry Pod”, meets every second Friday,
and on the third Saturday of every month, a
workshop brings together persons interested in
the art of writing. Fellow writers exchange ideas
and provide a support system. Three additional
sub groups are: The Long Writers, Little Band of
Writers, and The Suncoast Players group. The
Guild is a member of The Friends of the Elsie
Quirk Library. For information, call 941-918-9737
or visit their website www.suncoastwriters.com

Her second novel, The Heirloom Brooch comes from an event in her
own life. When Nixon inherited the garnet brooch from her mother, the
appraiser told her that it was set with red glass and worth all of $10. When
she discovered pictures of other women in her family who wore the brooch
in pride of place, she knew she had the anchoring event for her second
book.
The novel tells the story of a treasured family heirloom as it passes through
time to seven women in rural Ohio in 1862 to Indiana in 2000. Along with the
brooch, comes a strong family tradition that gave strength and courage
to each generation. The triumphs, heartbreaks, and challenges of these
women play against the backdrop of war, economic downfall, disease,
and deceit.
Nixon also wrote both novels with book clubs in mind. She included
discussion questions in each and welcomes the opportunity to visit or
Skype with books clubs.
Kate Nixon has published in The Englewood Sun and Ninepatch Journal.
She directs the Long Writers group of the Suncoast Writers Guild. Kate was
an educator and librarian in Indiana and Florida.

Patty Mihalick, Englewood Sun Newspaper Columnist and
Guild Member with George Mahoney.

At the October meeting of the Suncoast Writers'
Guild, Elsie Quirk Library Great Books and Short
Story Book Group Discussion Facilitator, George
Mahoney, spoke about the art of short story
writing.
NEW AND RENEWED MEMBERS FOR 2014
NOT LISTED PREVIOUSLY

Helen Streeter
Shannon Staub
James Sciarello
Anne Mikesell
Erin Krasnove

FEBRUARY IS “LOVE YOUR LIBRARY” MONTH
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Carol Garrett
Virginia Albanese
Camille Thinnes
Walter Vollmuth
M/M Joseph Zore

A

Tina Tullo's Volunteer
Hours Add Up

s a surviving spouse of Eugene
Tullo, who retired in 1983 after
working forty years at Exxon/Mobil,
Tina is eligible to earn up to $2, 000 a
year from a program that matches her
volunteer hours with grant funds. Tina
began volunteering by shelving books
or mending worn books at Elsie Quirk
Library three hours a week in 1993 and
missed just a few months over the years
due to medical problems. Two years ago
she began volunteering in our book store
every Friday afternoon. To date, she has
earned over $20,000, and that's been
a tremendous help to our library. It's
important to note that retirees from the
Exxon/Mobil company may volunteer
anywhere they choose, and we are so
grateful that she chose our library. Tina
is no stranger to library work. While she
was raising her three daughters and
one son in Greenwich, Connecticut,
she worked as an assistant librarian

teaching youngsters at the elementary
school level to use the Dewey Decimal
System and the Card Catalogue. She
ordered books or films and kept track
of allotted funds, so she knows how
important it is to spend money wisely. In
addition to her volunteer work Tina, an
avid reader, plays bridge and helps new
players learn the game. For years she
has supported the Venice Theater and
Englewood Area Performing Arts Series.
In 2009 the Friends recognized Tina Tullo
with a Volunteer Star Award, and are
extremely grateful for her continuing
support. Although she has reached
the maximum 80 hours needed to fulfill
the Exxon/Mobil Volunteer Involvement
Program requirements this year, Tina
continues to volunteer. Although she
doesn't earn grant money, she does
earn credit hours from the Sarasota
County Library system. That, too, adds
up to real savings for our library.
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COMING ATTRACTIONS
UPCOMING FRIENDS SPONSORED PROGRAMS FOR 2015
January 14: Penny Musco, Steal Away: The Story of a Homesteader and
Exoduster-10 a.m.
January 15: Baila Miller,The History of Opera-2 p.m.
January 22: Linda Patrat, A Great Big Adventure on a Good Little Boat-2 p.m.
February 25: Charlie Sobsiak, The Living Gulf Coast-10 a.m.
February 26: Vitamins, Minerals & Supplements-10:15 a.m.
March 2: Paul Carroll, Irish Stories & Songs-2 p.m.
March 19: Baila Miller, From Romeo & Juliet to Westside Story-2 p.m.
March 31: Heart Health-10:15 a.m.
April 16: Baila Miller, Art Deco-2 p.m.
These free Friends Sponsored programs meet in the Upstairs Meeting Room
Homeschooled students and their parents are welcome to attend all Elsie Quirk
Library Adult programs.

GREAT DECISIONS TOPICS FOR 2015
All are welcome to attend the Great Decisions
Discussion Group that meets Monday mornings at
10 a.m. - noon in the upstairs meeting room. Great
Decisions books costing $15 a piece will be available
for sale in the Friends' Bookstore. Contact Tom Swepston
at 474-2214 or email at sukiandtom@comcast.net for
information or if you would like to volunteer to be a
moderator. We need moderators, so pick a subject that
interests you and help us make this program a success.

Facilitator, Tom Swepston

Discussion Dates
January 26,
February 9, 23
March 2,9,16,23,30
April 6
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Russia and the Near Abroad (Putin has made this a big issue.)
Privacy in the Digital Age (NSA has made this a big issue.)
Sectarianism in the Middle East (The Middle East is always a big issue.)
India Changes Course (Fast becoming the world's largest nation-a big issue.)
U.S. Policy Toward Africa (Should have been a big issue even before Ebola.)
Syria's Refugee Crisis (This is the biggest and saddest issue in the world!)
Human Trafficking in the 21st Century (The Pope just made this a big issue.)
Brazil's Metamorphosis (These people will become a big issue soon.)

JOIN THE FRIENDS TODAY!
Become a member of the Friends of the Elsie Quirk Library in 2015!
Join, and support the efforts of the Friends to provide books,
technical equipment, furnishings and community programs for all
ages. Our annual Volunteer Luncheon is given to show appreciation
for all our wonderful Library Volunteers and Library staff.
Our membership form is on page 7. Mail it or leave it at the Friend’s
Book Store along with your check.
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Elsie Quirk Library
Hours: Monday • 10 a.m.- 8 p.m.
Tuesday • 10 a.m.- 5 p.m.
Wednesday • 10 a.m.- 8 p.m.
Thursday • 10 a.m.- 5 p.m.
Friday • 10 a.m.- 5 p.m.
Saturday • 10 a.m.- 5 p.m.

100 West Dearborn Street
Englewood FL 34223

