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It’s “LOVE YOUR LIBRARY MONTH”

Please Join or Renew Friends Memberships in February!
A SAMPLE OF SOME OF THE PROJECTS AND PROGRAMS FUNDED BY THE FRIENDS

Local groups hold meetings in The Friends'
Golden Reading Garden and the enjoy the
gazebo that was donated by our late board
member, Hal Roberts.

Dozens of children attended summer programs
funded by the Friends.

Volunteers Lois Overton, Camille Thinnes, and
Louise Little greet customers at The Elsie Quirk
Library Friends’ Bookstore.

We are the Friends. Our mission is to enhance the programs and operation of Elsie Quirk Library and work to provide
funding for programs that are offered free of charge to Englewood residents of all ages and backgrounds. We sponsor three
book groups, a summer adult reading group, dozens of youth programs, an education film program, and a Great Decisions
Discussion Group that began thirty years ago and is still going strong. Planning programs of interest is not the only thing that
we do. We operate a Friends’ Bookstore where we help to raise money for books, materials, computers, and other special
library equipment not covered by Sarasota County funding. We send representatives to the Sarasota County Library Alliance
meetings who act as advocates for our library. We sponsor volunteer appreciation events and young adult and adult reading
contests throughout the year. We publish a quarterly newsletter and provide news releases to local newspapers. We maintain
a webpage: www.friendsofelsiequirk.org and do our best to ensure that our message is heard by the community at large.
During February’s Love Your Library Membership Drive we are offering a special incentive for people to join or renew
memberships, a $5.00 Bookstore book voucher offer for members. If you love your library and wish to become a Friend,
please join at the ten, twenty, thirty, or fifty dollar amount. For one hundred dollars and up, you may join as a Benefactor.
Please note: the Friends of the Elsie Quirk Library is a non-profit, tax exempt organization and receives 100% of your dues or
donations.

REASONS TO JOIN THE FRIENDS OF THE ELSIE QUIRK LIBRARY OR RENEW YOUR MEMBERSHIP:
1.
2.
3.
4.

Your membership promotes literacy for all age groups throughout life by providing free educational programs.
Your membership allows us to provide enhancements not funded by the County budget.
Your membership helps to fund workshops for staff and board members
Your membership helps us maintain good staff/board/volunteer relationships by providing funds for breakfast meetings
and appreciation luncheons.
5. Your membership helps to fund summer youth/adult programs and contests that are fun and educational.
6. Your membership promotes teen volunteerism by offering a $1,000 scholarship to a high school senior/library volunteer
who submits an essay and provides volunteer documentation.
7. Your membership dues and donations of materials to the bookstore allow us to operate a bookstore where volunteers
sell gently used magazines, books, CD’s and tapes. This is our biggest fundraiser.
8. Your dues to the Friends can be at whatever level you can afford, plus they’re tax deductible.
9. Your membership dues pay for the printing of newsletters, flyers, mailings, note cards, checkbooks, receipts, and brochures.
10. Your membership dues help us maintain our beautiful Friends Golden Reading Garden.
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Manager’s Report

Heidi Holmes • Library Manager

FROM THE
PRESIDENT
JOHN DUBOWIK

2015 – Great Year for Elsie Quirk
Library made possible by YOU!
Your support to the Friends of Elsie Quirk made the following
possible:
• Completion of the beautiful 50th Anniversary Golden
Reading Garden
• Over 180 free programs for children and adults
• Enhanced free technology support for programing and
public use
• Promoting library resources and aligning with community
needs
We welcome 2016 and the opportunity to renew or sign up
to become a Friend of the Library. With your help, we can
continue to provide all the library services and activities you
enjoy.
On a somber note, we report that Hal Roberts, an Elsie
Quirk board member and supporter of the Elsie Quirk library,
passed away in December. Hal was a driving force for the
Reading Garden and many programs at Elsie Quirk. Hal’s
legacy will be remembered forever in the beautiful gazebo
and plaque remembering his family. Among Hal’s many
lifetime achievements, he felt it was important to give back
to the community and its library.
Our time capsule was buried in the Reading Garden and
contains information about the library past, present and
local children writing letters to the future. It is planned to be
opened on the 100th library anniversary in 2062. Exciting way
to share with future “Englewoodites” our accomplishments
over 50 years!
Engraved paver bricks that are placed in the Garden
walkway are still available for purchase. Also, if you are
interested in a lifetime legacy at Elsie Quirk, please contact
me. Be sure to review all the great programs in 2016 – Elsie
Quirk can keep you active mentally and physically!
Have a Happy, Healthy 2016!
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T

he New Year is a time when we often think of having the
opportunity for new beginnings. I am excited to have
the new opportunity to work at Elsie Quirk Library. Thank
you for welcoming me into this wonderful library family. If we
haven’t met yet or there’s anything you would like to discuss,
please know that my door is always open.
This year ‘One Book’ 2016 events will focus on the works of
author John D. MacDonald. He was a Sarasota resident for
many decades and an award winning author of seventy
eight books spanning a variety of genres. Look for activities
throughout the county including a showing of the classic
movie, Cape Fear, which was adapted from MacDonald’s
novel The Executioners.
As the days get longer and the local stores and restaurants
get busier so does the library. We will be participating
in several upcoming festivals and making sure that the
community feels our support and sees the wonderful things
we have to offer. Just one of those new exciting ventures is the
circulation of iPads for in-library use. All ages are welcome
to check out an iPad for two hours a day. Please visit the
Reference Desk for more information.
Have you ever wanted to learn Spanish? Señor Dan Duffy is
returning to Elsie Quirk to teach a variety of classes that will
accommodate beginners as well as those who are looking
for more of a challenge. Registration is required and filling
up quickly. Sign up online (www.scgov.net/library, click on
Calendar) or call 941-861-5000. Señor Duffy can also be
reached directly at spanishfaculty@gmail.com.
There are many new exciting things coming up including
a new partnership with the SHINE program. SHINE (Serving
Health Insurance Needs of Elders) is offered through the
Florida Department of Elder Affairs and our local Area
Agency on Aging. SHINE volunteers are specially trained
to assist individuals in making educated health insurance
decisions. They are also knowledgeable on the Affordable
Care Act and making their services available to all ages.
SHINE volunteers will be available at Elsie Quirk Library on
Wednesday afternoons from 3:30 to 6 pm.
Library staff would like to extend a special thanks to the
Friends of Elsie Quirk Library for helping to fund refreshments
at the Staff Development Day on December 11th. This was
a day full of learning and networking opportunities as staff
attended a variety of relevant sessions throughout the day.

BOOK DISCUSSION SCHEDULE • Winter/Spring 2016
The Great Books Discussion Group
The Great Books Discussion Group meets every First Thursday of each month at 10:15 a.m. in the Small Meeting Room on
the second floor of the library. Our group will be reading selections from the Great Books Foundation’s Great Conversations
2. A copy is available at the Reference Desk. You may also buy an inexpensive copy through Amazon or e-bay. Contact
Discussion Facilitator, George Mahoney: 941-474-7685 e-mail: mahoney74@verizon.net

February 4

The Playboy of the Western World

John M. Synge

pp. 181-247

March 3

Planning and Democracy

Friedrich Hayek

pp. 249-263

April 7

Guests of the Nation

Frank O’Connor

pp. 283-296

The Short Story Group
The Short Story Group meets on the Second Thursday of each month at 10:15 a.m. in the Upstairs Small Meeting Room.
Readings are from 50 Great Short Stories edited by Milton Crane. A copy is available at the Reference Desk or you can
purchase a book at any bookstore or online. ontact George Mahoney: 941-474-7685; e-mail: mahoney74@verizon.net

January 14
February 11
March 10
April 14

The Man Who Could Work Miracles

H.G. Wells

p. 524

The Apostate

George Milburn

p. 412

Hills Like White Elephants

E. Hemingway

p. 546

The Law

Robert Coates

p. 440

The Girl from Red Lion

H.L. Menchen

p. 463

The Ghosts

Lord Dunsany

p. 482

A String of Beads

w. Somerset Maughan

p. 500

The Foreigner

Francis Steegmuller

p. 542

The Reading Discussion Group
The Reading Discussion Group meets every Third Thursday of the month at 10:15 a.m. in the upstairs meeting room with
Facilitators Pat Burkey, Erin Krasnove, and Erin Clay. Books are available to be checked out at the Circulation Desk or
participants may purchase a copy. Contact Pat Burkey at 941-460-0022, Erin Krasnove at erinkrasnove@live.com, or Erin
Clay at EClay@scgov.net.

January 21

The Boys in the Boat

Daniel J. Brown

February 18

Me Before You

Jojo Moyes

March 17

The Distant Land of My Father

Bo Caldwell

April 21

The Lacuna

Barbara Kingsolver
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Golden Garden Grand Finale
opportunity for the Friends to recognize
former Elsie Quirk Library Manager,
Jennifer Perry, who now serves as
Sarasota County’s Public Services
Manager of Libraries and Historical
Resources. Master Gardener, Jim
Pollard, who heads the Garden
Maintenance
Committee, praised
Perry for her help in making our Golden
Garden Project such a huge success.

A non-profit 501(c) tax exempt organization
Visit our Website at:

www.friendsofelsiequirk.org
FRIENDS OF ELSIE QUIRK LIBRARY
BOARD OF DIRECTORS
John Dubowik, President
Ron Cutsinger, Past President

Tom Swepston, Vice President
Stacy Rae Heider, Treasurer
Becky Dubowik, Secretary, Membership
Chairman
Pat Burkey, Program Chairman
Christine Kourapis, Newsletter Editor
Tom Swepston, Sarasota County Library
Alliance Representative
Ruth Jameson, Board Member
Barbara Buchanan Seed, Project Director
Anjali Sharma, Teen Representative
Anthony Sands, Website Manager

LIBRARY MANAGEMENT
Heidi Holmes, Library Manager

Ron Cutsinger, John Dubowik, Jennifer Perry

A

Golden Garden Grand Finale
Celebration hosted by the Friends
of the Elsie Quirk Library took place
from 11 a.m. to noon on November
7, 2015. Although an official Grand
Opening of the new garden had been
celebrated on February 28 with the
Board recognizing architects, general
contractors, major contributors, County
Commissioners, Elsie Quirk Board
Members, and Elsie Quirk Staff, a few
projects needed to be completed.
At the November 7 celebration Past
President, Ron Cutsinger, installed a
recognition wall plaque for Garden
Contributors along with a bench and
plaque honoring Walter Wardell, our
long-time graphic artist volunteer
who passed away prior to our garden
opening.

Past
President
Cutsinger
and
President Dubowik coordinated the
Grand Finale event that was followed
with light refreshments and toasts of
sparkling cider served by Friends’
Secretary Becky Dubowik and Program
Chairman, Pat Burkey.

John Dubowik and Heidi Holmes placing
the Time Capsule

FRIENDS BOOKSTORE
Camille Thinnes, Manager
Susan Cianflone, Membership Committee
Kristina Toothaker, Membership Committee
Beth Sarles, Membership Committee

Bonnie Stanbro, Newsletter Layout Designer
If you would like to share your news
with us, call Chris at 941 475-6592.

ELSIE QUIRK LIBRARY
100 West Dearborn Street
Englewood, FL 34223

941 861-1200
www.friendsofelsiequirk.org

Engraved pre-ordered bricks were put
in place along the garden pathway by
President John Dubowik, and a Time
Capsule, now buried in the Golden
Reading Garden, contains past and
present library information. Local
children wrote letters to the future so
that in 2062, our 100th anniversary,
“Englewoodites” will be able to read
their messages to the future.
The event also provided a perfect
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18 SKY Academy students wrote notes to
the future that were installed in our Golden
Garden Time Capsule to be opened 50
years from now.

GOLDEN GARDEN MAINTENANCE
COMMITTEE
Jim Pollard
Kris Toothaker
Vivian Cohen
Paul Johnson
Becky Dubowik

YOUTH DEPARTMENT NEWS

ELSIE QUIRK UPDATES

Science Explorations for Families at Elsie Quirk Library

E

nglewood families may investigate science with equipment provided by
the Suncoast Science Faulhaber FAB LAB. The library provides one program
a month that is recommended for ages 4 and up. It's a great opportunity
for home-schooled families to learn about science. On January 12, the topic
is Kinetic Ball Drop and on February 9, Gyroscopic Wheel and Salt Cars. Find
information at the front desk.

L-R: Kellen, Emory, Vida, and Jarrah explore
science experiments during a December
FAB LAB session.

The LEGO Club meets every first Monday of
the month from 6-7:30 p.m. and every third
Saturday from 1:30-3:30 p.m. Miles Onken
created a winter wonderland.

Art With Carolyn meets every second Saturday of the month at 10:15 a.m. for children ages
5-11. In October, kids made masks and Columbus Day art. In In November, they worked on
Native American art.

Erin Clay•Reference Librarian

Library patrons have a new option for
watching movies and TV shows for free.
The Sarasota County library system
has acquired ROKU boxes and made
them available for one-week checkout
periods. A ROKU is a popular streaming
device. It’s a small box that plugs into
your TV and streams content through
your Internet connection. It can be
loaded with channels that give you
access to different collections of online
content. If you have Wi-Fi and a TV then
you can use it. Simply plug it in, connect
the HDMI cord to your TV, and you’ll be
prompted for your Wi-Fi information.
Then you can start exploring the preloaded channels, including a paid
subscription to Hulu Plus. To put a ROKU
on hold, visit www.scgov.net/library,
click on “Catalog,” search for ROKU,
and click the “Request” button.
Now anyone with a library card may
check out an IPad for 2 hours, in-library
use only. You must have a photo ID
and a Sarasota County library card
in good standing. Children and teens
under 18 must have a library card and
a parental permission form.

ONE BOOK/ONE COMMUNITY
SARASOTA’S MAN OF MYSTERY: JOHN D. MACDONALD • Wednesday, February 10, 2016. 2:00-3:30 p.m.
This program is part of One Book/One Community which honors the legacy of John D. MacDonald in 2016 for his 100th birth
Anniversary. Presented by Cal Branche, a John D. MacDonald Scholar for 30 years, the program will consist of a presentation
on MacDonald, along with readings of letters written during WW2 between John and his wife Dorothy MacDonald. John
D. MacDonald was an American author who lived and worked in Sarasota from 1952 until his death in 1986. He was a
prolific novelist and short story writer, completing 78 books across several genres including thrillers and science fiction, and
publishing more than 450 short stories. He was most well-known for his 21 Travis McGee books, the first mystery series set in
Florida, and the novel, The Executioners, which was adapted into the film “Cape Fear” twice.
He was the first Florida fiction author to bring attention and concern to Florida’s rapid growth and environmental issues
long before they were popular. His definitive hurricane disaster novel, Condominium was just selected as the Florida Library
Association’s One Book One State for 2016. His many accolades include being named a Grand Master of the Mystery Writers
of America in 1972 and a National Book Award in 1980 for The Green Ripper, and an Honorary Award by Bouchercon in 1983.
For more information on John D. MacDonald visit http://www.jdmhomepage.org
FILM SHOWING AND DISCUSSION ONE BOOK ONE COMMUNITY PROGRAM • Friday, April 1, 2016. 2:00-4:30 p.m.
Film professor Maryann Dahlen is showing the movie “Cape Fear,” which is based on MacDonald’s book The Executioners.
This film is the original version, starring Gregory Peck and Robert Mitchum. There will be a discussion and comparison between
the film and the book.
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Welcome Heidi Holmes • Our new
Elsie Quirk Library Manager

Lemon Bay Fest - February 6-13
The 14th Annual Lemon Bay Fest is coming soon, and as
always, the Friends will be sponsoring many free programs.
A brochure listing events and times can be found at the
library or on line at www.lemonbayfest.com. Lemon Bay
Fest also coincides with February’s “Love Your Library Month”
so it’s a perfect time to renew your Friends’ membership or
encourage more people to join. For renewing or joining the
Friends, program attendees will be offered a $5.00 Bookstore
Voucher as a special thank-you gift. Call 941-861-5000 for
more information.

Heidi Holmes recently joined our library
team as the Elsie Quirk Library Manager.
Before relocating to Florida, Heidi worked
as the Manager of the Main Branch of
the Oconee Public Library in Walhalla, SC
where she was responsible for the day-today operations of the library. During that
assignment she wore numerous hats by
participating in customer assistance, collection development,
programming and outreach, technology instruction, and
budgeting. At the Charlotte Mecklenburg, NC library she was
active in addressing facilities issues, children’s programming
and outreach, and coordinating library volunteers. Heidi’s
previous job experiences in Palm Beach County included
working as the Volunteer coordinator for Habitat for Humanity
and recruiting and recognizing volunteers for the Area
Agency on Aging. Heidi is enthusiastic about participating
in community organizations, festivals, and special events.

2016 FREE PROGRAMS

SPONSORED BY THE FRIENDS OF
ELSIE QUIRK LIBRARY
Wednesday, Jan.13 Florida Native Gardening in Small
Spaces presented by Lucy Tobias 10:30 a.m.
Tuesday, Jan.19 Women in Clay: Potters of La Chamba,
Columbia 10:30 a.m.

HENRY B. ROBERTS JR. (HAL), one of our most revered
board members and benefactors, passed away peacefully
on December 11. A service will be held this summer in the
Adirondacks, a place he loved dearly and visited every year
of his life, according to his daughter, Laura, who described
her father as a man with a “devilish sense of humor and a
big heart who loved people.”
Before joining the Elsie Quirk Library Friends Board in 2009,
Hal and his wife, Sis, seasonal residents and the parents of
six children, actively participated in three book discussion
groups. They continued to support Elsie Quirk Library over the
years by hosting a workshop in their home and contributing
to a variety of library projects.
After Sis passed away, Hal installed a gazebo, an impressive
focal point of our Golden Reading Garden, in her honor.
Friends’ President, John Dubowik, speaking for the board,
wrote the following tribute to the Roberts’ family: “We are
shocked and saddened to learn of Hal’s passing. His depth
of knowledge, easy manner, and deep concern for our
library will be missed and irreplaceable.”
Donations in Hal’s name may be sent to: Tidewell Venice
Hospice House of Venice, the Elsie Quirk Library, or the
Charlotte County Homeless Coalition
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Tuesday, Jan.19 Dramatic Reading about Quakers and the
Slave Migration 2-4 p.m.
Thursday, Jan. 21 The Life of Tiffany presented by Baila
Miller 2-4 p.m.
Thursday, Jan. 28 Jack Swanton presents Identifying and
Treating Stress/Depression 10 a.m.
Thursday, Feb. 4 Scamming Seniors presented by Charlotte
County police detective 10 a.m.
Wednesday Feb. 17 Kevin Manning presents A Grand Tour
of the Solar System & Beyond! 5:30 p.m.
Thursday, Feb. 18 The Works of Rodin presented by Baila
Miller 2-4 p.m.
Wednesday, Feb. 24 J. Elke Ertle-From Berlin Airlift to Berlin
Wall 10:30
Thursday, March 17 The Works of Dali presented by Baila
Miller 2-4 p.m.
Thursday, April 21 The Barber of Seville presented by Baila
Miller 2-4 p.m.

MAKE A RESOLUTION YOU CAN ACTUALLY KEEP
				
Ann Favreau

T

he holidays are over. The decorations are stored for
another year. The New Year 2016 is here. Many of us
have once again made resolutions. Oh, we want to get
in shape, lose a few pounds, take better care of ourselves,
and kick the bad habits. By the middle of February, our
best intentions will be long forgotten as we slip back into
our comfortable ways. There is a resolution you can keep
that will prolong your life and make you feel better about
yourself – decide to volunteer in your community. You will not
be alone. According to the US Department of Labor Statistics,
you will join 62.8 million people in the United States who are
volunteers.
The most likely to volunteer are those who range in age from
35 to 44. It can be noted that those 65 and older give over 90
hours annually. Helen Keller said, “I long to accomplish a
great and noble task, but it is my chief duty to accomplish
small tasks as if they were great and noble.” It is the little
things, like the hour here and there, that can make a big
difference in your life and your community. Everyone has
some time and talent to share to make something happen.
In return, volunteering can give one a grand sense of
accomplishment.

I know that when I am working with the Venice, Florida Lions
Club at their vision and hearing clinic, facilitate a poetry
group for the Suncoast Writers Guild, calm someone’s fears at
an ostomy support group meeting, or lector at St. Raphael’s
church, I feel my life is worthwhile. The time flies by and I
leave the activity energized.
Volunteers in Southwest Florida communities mirror the
work that is done nationally. That is, they provide their time
and talent to community service organizations, churches,
education and youth services, hospitals and health
organizations. They are involved in fundraising, coaching,
tutoring, teaching, general labor, providing information, and
collecting, distributing, preparing and serving food. There
are so many local activities that can use your assistance.
Make a call, check the local paper or library for opportunities
to volunteer. You’ll help others and feel good about what
you are doing. Resolve that in 2016 you will take the first step
on the path of service. This is a resolution you can keep.
Ann Favreau is the past president of the Suncoast Writers Guild
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GREAT DECISIONS DISCUSSION GROUP

T

he Great Decisions Discussion Group meets Monday
mornings in the Upstairs Meeting Room from 10:15
a.m.to noon with a break for refreshments. Contact
Tom Swepston at 941-474-2214 or sukiandtom@comcast.
net for information or to volunteer to as a moderator. The
2016 Great Decisions Books are available for purchase at
the Friends’ Bookstore located at the library entrance. The
discounted cost is $22.
Topics include: Middle East Alliances by Augustus Richard Norton, The Rise of
ISIS by Gregory Johnsen, The Future of Kurdistan by Jenna Krajeski, Migration
by Joseph Chamie, The Koreas by Scott Snyder, The United Nations by Stephen
Browne and Thomas Weiss, Climate Change By William Sweet, Cuba and the U.S.
by Michael Shifter and Ben Raderstorf.
Discussion dates are as follows: January 25; February 1, 22 and 29; March 7,14,
21 and 28; April 4 (if needed)
THE WORLD'S GREATEST GEOLOGICAL WONDERS, 36 Lectures by Dr. Michael
E. Wysession of Washington University, St. Louis, MO will take place this January
with Tom Swepston as Moderator every Friday afternoon in the Upstairs Meeting
Room. Mark your calendar for the 2016 season. Lectures will start with Antarctica
and continue with Fjordland National Park, Bay of Fundy, Yellowstone, Iceland, The
Dead Sea, The Namib and Kalahari Deserts, Auroras, and end with A Montage of
Geologic Mini-Wonders and Planetary Wonders-Out of This World.
Jan. 15 Lectures 19, 20

March 4 Lectures 31, 32

Jan. 22 Lectures 21, 22

March 11 Lectures 33, 34

Jan. 29 Lectures 23, 24

March 18 Lectures 35 & 36.

Feb. 5 Lectures 25, 26
Feb. 19 Lectures 27, 28

On March 25, 2016 there will be a
final session reviewing all the topics.

JOIN THE FRIENDS
TODAY!
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Help support our
elsie quirk library

O

ver the years, Book Shop Volunteer
Tina Tullo has earned thousands of
dollars for the Friends from an Exxon/
Mobil retiree program that matched
her volunteer hours with grant funds.
Due to recent health issues, Tina is
taking a break from her volunteer work.
We wish her a speedy recovery, and
hope to see her back soon
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B

ecome a member of the Friends
of the Elsie Quirk Library in 2016!
Join, and support the efforts of
the Friends to provide books, technical
equipment, furnishings and community
programs for all ages. Our annual
Volunteer Luncheon is given to show
appreciation for all our wonderful
Library Volunteers and Library staff. Our
membership form is on page 7. Mail
it or leave it at the Friend’s Book Store
along with your check. THANK YOU!

Elsie Quirk Library
Hours: Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday
Saturday

•
•
•
•
•
•

10
10
10
10
10
10

a.m.a.m.a.m.a.m.a.m.a.m.-

8
5
8
5
5
5

p.m.
p.m.
p.m.
p.m.
p.m.
p.m.

100 West Dearborn Street
Englewood • FL 34223

