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THANK YOU,
JENNIFER!
FROM THE FRIENDS OF
ELSIE QUIRK LIBRARY

J

ennifer Perry could not have
arrived at a better time. In
2008, Elsie Quirk Library was
in the process of solving a “space
problem” and further Sarasota
County funding was out of the question as the library had
undergone a costly, yet unsuccessful, expansion in 2002.
The Friends Bookstore, a tiny back alcove, was barely
visible, and trying to raise money selling used books and
magazines was limited. Upstairs in the cramped manager’s
office and tiny conference room people couldn’t move
around or even breathe comfortably. In the library itself,
something had to be done to utilize existing space in a
more efficient way. The Friends, after years of planning,
were on the verge of giving up hope until Jennifer came
on board. She helped design a plan for interior renovations
and was instrumental in convincing County officials to fund
a six month 180 day expansion project. The results were
amazing, and thanks to Jennifer, her professional staff, and
dedicated committee members, the Friends went on to
host a successful 50 year anniversary celebration in 2012.
At that time President Cutsinger, on behalf of the Friends
announced plans for a 50th Anniversary “Golden” Reading
Garden to be constructed in the library’s vacant backyard
area. Once again, with Jennifer’s, tireless efforts, and her
ability to collaborate and work with officials, architects, and
builders, obstacles were eventually overcome. After a long
and frustrating process, permits were finally received in
2014. On February 28, 2015, a Reading Garden Dedication
took place with spectacular fanfare.
We will miss Jennifer’s guidance and leadership. During
the past several years she cheerfully represented our
library at Halloween Safewalk, Lemon Bay Fest, The
Englewood Book Festival, Pioneer Days, Earth Day,
the Winter Fine Arts Festival, Buchan Fly In, Englewood
Chamber of Commerce, the Englewood Farmers Market,
the Community Redevelopment Area, and the Friends of
the Englewood Archives. We will miss Jennifer’s weekly
columns in the Englewood Sun and special manager’s
reports in our Friends’ newsletter. We wish her all the best,
and we’re delighted that she will continue to work in the
Sarasota Library system as the Sarasota County Public
Services Manager of Libraries and Historical Resources.

NEW FRIENDS OF ELSIE QUIRK LIBRARY
BOARD MEMBERS
Becky Dubowik, a Massachusetts native,
has resided in Englewood since 1999. In
1987, she married John Dubowik, our current
president, recent Vice President and past
president (2006-08). Becky enjoys spending
time in Florida in the winter and Cape Cod
in the summer with John’s two daughters and
two grandchildren. She earned a Bachelor
of Science degree and a Masters’ degree in Food Science
from UMass and was employed at Ocean Spray Cranberries
for thirty-four years before retiring in 2014. For twenty years
Becky created new retail products for the company and
spent the remaining years selling cranberry ingredients
worldwide. She and husband, John, are active members
of the Englewood community who support the Lemon Bay
Playhouse, The Hermitage, The YMCA, and of course, The
Elsie Quirk library.
Anthony Sands, our very first Website
Manager, was raised in the suburbs of Chicago
as the “Son of a Preacher Man” where he
leaned the roots of soul and gospel music.
After working as a full-time worship pastor he
served in many capacities in different states.
In 2010, he relocated back to SW Florida
from Central Florida, left his full-time position
to serve as a volunteer worship pastor, and put his design
skills to use. Through a “chance” meeting, Anthony became
the first employee of Abexworks, a web design and hosting
company that was begun by Norwegian immigrants in 2011.
He traveled abroad to work closely with co-workers in Oslo,
Norway to ensure quality websites with innovative solutions.
Anthony, who is currently a sales executive of Abex//Works
located on South McCall Road in Englewood, is looking
forward to traveling the world with his wife now that their
children are grown.
Anjali Sharma, our new Friends’ Board
Teen Representative, is no stranger to Elsie
Quirk Library. Since 2014, Anjali has assisted
Bookstore Manager, Camille Thinnes, in
donating books to Memorial Elementary
School in Arcadia. In 2012, after Hurricane
Charlie had damaged school library
materials, Stevie Peacock, a graduate of Pine
View High School where Anjali is presently enrolled, began
donating books to Marcia Gayle, the Media Specialist at
Memorial Elementary. Angali, an avid reader, took over the
project as a Foundation, naming it Books for Young Readers
(BYR). In all, Anjali has donated 1,027 books to Memorial
Elementary and distributed any extra copies to other
elementary school libraries in Arcadia
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Manager’s Report

JENNIFER PERRY

FROM THE
PRESIDENT
JOHN DUBOWIK

Reaping the Benefits of your new
Reading Garden!

I

want to thank Ron Cutsinger for his hard work this past
year in serving as President of The Friends and working
with the team to make the Reading Garden a reality! He
will be missed, but he will remain active with the board over
this coming year.
Enjoy the new Reading Garden – explore and relax with
a book, friend or family. We plan to celebrate Elsie Quirk’s
golden anniversary with a Reading Garden event this Fall.
We are actively seeking Garden Committee members to
maintain its’ beauty and encourage anyone interested in
participating to contact me at 473-3515. Also, look for future
fund raising events at this outdoor venue.
Elsie Quirk Library has so much to offer you and your family
– we want to make the coming year full of exciting programs
and by way of this great newsletter – provide information on
events and activities that you do not want to miss. All this is
possible with the support of The Friends of Elsie Quirk Library.
Many frequent users of the library are unsure what the
Friends of the Library organization is. Below is the definition
by Wikipedia:
“Friends of Libraries are non-profit, charitable groups formed
to support libraries in communities. Friends of Libraries groups
are often involved in fundraising, advocacy, volunteerism,
public awareness campaigns, and literacy programs.”
With an active participation of the community and
contributions to The Friends (membership information on
page 7,) Elsie Quirk is able to fund and provide the many
programs that you enjoy. Our goal this year is to increase
The Friends memberships and volunteers. Elsie Quirk library is
built on your participation. We thank you for that!

2

As some of you have probably heard, this will be my last
column as the Library Manager at the Elsie Quirk Library. I’ll
be taking on a new position with Sarasota Public Libraries
as the Public Services Manager. I’ve truly enjoyed every
minute of my time in Englewood, and at Elsie Quirk. I’m
confident that the wonderful library staff will continue to
offer exceptional customer service, and that the new library
manager will be equally as present and involved in the
community. Englewood and the Elisie Quirk Library users are
engaged and open in expressing what they want and need
from their public library, and in helping us provide that to the
community.
The Friends of the Elsie Quirk Library are extremely dedicated
and contribute hugely to the services and programming the
library provides. The group is responsible for funding almost
all Elsie Quirk’s childrens, teen, and adult programs – from
book groups, to art talks, to Lemon Bay Fest programs, Art with
Carolyn, and Teen Lock-Ins. They also fund needed resources
like eBooks, larger tables, and teen furnishings. This year they
also finished the beautiful Golden Reading Garden where
you can relax and read in the shade. It’s a really charming
spot you’ll want to visit over and over. Anyone can join the
Friends of the Library for as little as $10 per year and it’s a
wonderful organization to be involved with. I’ve made some
good friends working with you all and we’re exceedingly
lucky to have Friends like you! I’ll miss working regularly with
you.
I also want to thank all of the regular library patrons who
have stopped by to say goodbye and let me know that I’ve
made a difference.
I hope to continue making a difference for all the Sarasota
Public Libraries and will still be stopping by Elsie Quirk fairly
regularly – so I look forward to seeing you around!

BOOK DISCUSSION SCHEDULE • Fall 2015-Spring 2016
The Great Books Discussion Group
The Great Books Discussion Group meets every First Thursday of each month (except January when we meet the Second
Thursday) at 10:15 a.m. in the Small Meeting Room on the second floor of the library. Our group will be reading selections
from the Great Books Foundation’s Great Conversations 2 and encourage new members to join and former members
to rejoin. A copy of Great Conversations 2 is available at the Reference Desk. You may also buy an inexpensive copy
through Amazon or e-bay. For more information contact Discussion Facilitator, George Mahoney: 941-474-7685 e-mail:
mahoney74@verizon.net
Thurs. Nov. 5

The Nose

Nikolai Gogol

pp. 41-65

Thurs. Dec. 3

Bartleby the Scrivener

Herman Melville

pp. 109-141

Thurs. Jan. 7, 2016

Physics and World Philosophy

Max Planck

pp. 163-179

Thurs. Feb. 4, 2016

The Playboy of the Western World

John M. Synge

pp. 181-247

Thurs. Mar. 3, 2016

Planning and Democracy

Friedrich Hayek

pp. 249-263

Thurs. Apr. 7, 2016

Guests of the Nation

Frank O’Connor

pp. 283-296

The Short Story Group
We meet on the Second Thursday of each month (except January when we meet the Third Thursday) at 10:15 a.m. in
the Small Meeting Room on the second floor of the library. We will continue to read short stories from 50 Great Short Stories
edited by Milton Crane (Bantam Classic). A copy of this book is available in a desk drawer by the reference librarian for
reading in the library, or one can purchase this book very inexpensively through a bookstore or online. We have had a core
group of participants for lively discussions and welcome new members. For more information feel free to contact George
Mahoney: 941-474-7685; e-mail: mahoney74@verizon.net
Thurs. Nov 12
Thurs. Dec. 10
Thurs. Jan. 14, 2016
Thurs. Feb. 11, 2016
Thurs. Mar. 10, 2016
Thurs. Apr. 14, 2016

A Good Man is Hard to Find

Flannery O’Connor

p. 229

The Phoenix

S.T. Warner

p. 418

The Tale

Joseph Conrad

p. 445

The Schartz-Metterklume Method

Saki

p. 395

The Man Who Could Work Miracles

H.G. Wells

p. 524

The Apostate

George Milburn

p. 412

Thawn Janet

R.L. Stevenson

p. 546

The Law

Robert Coates

p. 440

The Girl from Red Lion

H.L. Menchen

p. 463

The Ghosts

Lord Dunsany

p. 482

A String of Beads

w. Somerset Maughan

p. 500

The Foreigner

Francis Steegmuller

p. 542

The Reading Discussion Group
The Reading Discussion Group will be meeting every third Thursday of the
month, November through April at 10:15 a.m. in the upstairs meeting room. Pat
Burkey and Erin Krasnove, co-facilitators, will not be offering a film with the
reading this year, but books will be made available to participants at the Elsie
Quirk Library Circulation Desk in November and December. In January, readers
may check out a library book or purchase one on their own. On November 19
the group will be discussing The Language of Flowers by Vanessa Diffeneaugh.
On December 17, they'll discuss The Light Beneath Oceans by M.L. Stedman,
and on January 21 they'll be discussing The Boys in the Boat by Daniel J. Brown.
For more information contact Pat at 941-460-0022 or Erin at erinkrasnove@
live.com. Books to read for February-April will be listed in the fall newsletter.
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YOUTH DEPARTMENT NEWS

A non-profit 501(c) tax exempt organization
Visit our Website at:

www.friendsofelsiequirk.org
FRIENDS OF ELSIE QUIRK LIBRARY
BOARD OF DIRECTORS

John Dubowik, President

Tom Swepston, Vice President
Velynda Wickerson, Treasurer
Becky Dubowik, Secretary
Pat Burkey, Program Chairman

Every second Saturday of the month
all year long art instructor, Carolyn
Johnston,
volunteers
to
teach
youngsters 5-11 basic art techniques
at Elsie Quirk Library. On June 13, in
keeping with the Sarasota County
Library System's theme "Every Hero
has a Story", participants learned to
paint pictures of their own personal
heroes.

Christine Kourapis, Newsletter Editor
Tom Swepston, Sarasota County Library
Alliance Representative

On June 11, a Superhero Training
Academy for babies and preschoolers
took place in the Elsie Quirk Library
Upstairs Meeting Room. The Sarasota
County Summer Reading Program
theme this summer was "Every Hero
Has a Story". Youth Librarian, Cris
Walton, helped the group practice their
reading skills with a mixture of stories,
activities, and crafts. She was assisted
by Teen Volunteers: Journey Roeder,
Julianna McIntyre, and Flannery
McIntyre who assisted the toddlers as
they created capes and masks and
performed in a sing along chorus.

Hal Roberts, Board Member
Ruth Jameson, Board Member
Barbara Buchanan Seed, Project Director
Anjali Sharma, Teen Representative
Anthony Sands, Website Manager

LIBRARY MANAGEMENT
Michele Strickland, Asst. Library Manager

FRIENDS BOOKSTORE
Camille Thinnes, Manager

At left, Skyler Fitzcharles paints a
picture of her great-grandparents, her
own personal heroes, during a June
13th "Art with Carolyn" session at Elsie
Quirk Library. Kaiden Williams, visiting
with his grandmother in Englewood,
chose to paint a picture of his
grandmother and mother, his personal
heroes.

Bonnie Stanbro, Newsletter Layout

Triplets, L-R Ashtyn, Corlynn, and Brynn
were brought into the Upstairs Meeting
room on a red wagon to attend the
Super Hero Training Academy Program.

If you would like to share your news
with us, call Chris at 941 475-6592.

ELSIE QUIRK LIBRARY
100 West Dearborn Street
Englewood, FL 34223

941 861-1200
www.friendsofelsiequirk.org
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Art teacher, Carolyn Johnston, is
assisted by volunteers Seine Davids
and Josie Gould during a June 13th
session of Art with Carolyn. Some art
materials are provided by the Friends
of the Elsie Quirk Library.

New Library Staff Member,
Tony Nord. Customer Service and
Youth Department

YOUNG ADULT NEWS

Adult Summer Reading Program
at Elsie Quirk Library

TEEN VOLUNTEER FLANNERY MCINTYRE AWARDED THE
FRIENDS' SCHOLARSHIP

E

ach year the Friends of the Elsie Quirk Library awards
a scholarship to a candidate who has exhibited high
quality academic achievement and outstanding
community service experience at Elsie Quirk Library and in the
Englewood community. Home schooled, Flannery McIntyre,
has been awarded a $1,000 scholarship by the Friends in
appreciation for her years of volunteer service. Flannery volunteered in the Youth
Department at Elsie Quirk Library during her four years of high school. In addition,
she served as Teen Representative on the Friends of the Elsie Quirk Library Board
of Directors. An active member of Teen Advisory Board at Elsie Quirk Library,
Flannery also served as Advisory Board Vice President and President. She will be
majoring in Harp and Medieval Studies at Brown University in Rhode Island.

Teen volunteers Journey Roeder, Julianna McIntyre, and Flannery McIntyre,
assist at the Gentle Care Clinic where children brought their stuffed animals for a
check-up on June 25.

Front: Discussion Leader Elsie Quirk
Reference Librarian, Erin Clay, Jody Mason,
Pat Benoit, Jan Heckroth Back: Ann Landry,
Susan Cianflone, Cynthia Maki, Jinny White,
Rosemary Cody

B

ook Discussion selections were
chosen to fit with this year's
summer reading theme, "Escape
the Ordinary," with an emphasis on
real women heroes! On June 24 the
group discussed Sally Ride: America's
first Woman in Space, a biography by
Lynn Sherr. Dust Tracks on a Road by
Zora Neale Hurston will be featured
on July 29. From 1:30-2:30 p.m. on
Wednesday August 26, the group will
discuss The Girls of Atomic City: the
untold story of the women who helped
win WWII by Denise Keirnan. From
1:30-2:30 on Wednesday, September
23, the group will discuss My Beloved
World by Supreme Court Justice, Sonia
Sotomayor. Reference Librarian, Erin
Clay leads the discussions that are
open to all who love book discussions.
During the summer, participants who
registered and submitted book reviews
about books they have read are
entered into weekly drawings for prizes.

Students from Memorial Elementary School in Arcadia receiving books from the
Elsie Quirk Library Bookstore donated by the BYR Foundation, headed by Anjali
Sharma, our Friends Board Teen Representative

YOUNG ADULT SUMMER PROGRAMS

Y

oung Adult Summer Programs, led by Youth Librarian Deirdre Morrow for
ages 12 and up, started on June 1 with a Teen Volunteer Orientation. Programs
to follow will include: Game Night, Teen Movies, a Jedi/Light Saber Training, a
Program about Egypt presented by Paul Stonebridge, a Live Action Anime Clue
Program, an Apples to Apples game of comparisons, a Silent Library Program,
and an end of the summer Teen Lock-In where teens stay overnight in the library,
playing video games, and watching movies.

Bonnie Stanbro, editor of "Between
Friends", the newsletter of the Friends of
the Frances T. Bourne Jacaranda Public
Library, received the Friends Newsletter
of the Year Award from the Florida Library
Association at the annual conference
in Orlando. Bonnie is also the much
appreciated Layout Designer for our
Friends of the Elsie Quirk Newsletter.
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OUR “GOLDEN”
READING GARDEN

BOOKSTORE NEWS
1/2 PRICE BARGAINS GALORE AT THE
FRIENDS' OF THE LIBRARY BOOKSTORE

N

ow is the time to catch up on summer reading, and the
Friends' Bookstore, located at the Elsie Quirk Library
entrance, is offering dozens of gently read used
books for sale. From July 6 through August 29 every single
hard and soft cover book in the store will be marked down
to HALF the listed price. Art books, travel guides, gardening
books, recipe books, "how to" manuals, novels, biographies,
dictionaries, foreign and English language dictionaries,
and illustrated children's books make wonderful birthday or
holiday gifts. Low priced jigsaw puzzles, magazines, CD's and
DVD's are also available for sale. Proceeds allow the Friends
to provide enhancements for youth and adult programs and
pay for library equipment or materials not funded by the
County.

BOOKSTORE VOLUNTEERS
Marilyn Cobb

Lois Overton

Fran Consolazio

Linda Ricke

Dorothy Goulter

Miriam Rullan-Alba

Gloria Gayer

Beth Sarles

Peggy Johnson

Jim Snelgrove

Odie Kourapis

Camille Thinnes (Manager)

Vera Landi

Tuna Tullo

Ann Landry

Helen Wikoff

T

he Friends' new Golden Garden is beautiful thanks to
Master Gardiner, Jim Pollard, Camille Thinnes, Pat
Burkey and several volunteers from the Lemon Bay
Garden Club who have helped pull out invasive plants, trim,
weed, sweep the walkway, clean benches, and lend their
advice whenever possible. Because this is a Friends' garden,
it's our responsibility, not the County's to maintain it. The lush
foliage, tall trees, and beautiful gazebo provide shade even
on the hottest summer days, and it is our hope that library
patrons will enjoy the garden throughout the entire year.
Recently, Master Gardener Jim Pollard's request to head a
maintenance committee was approved by the Sarasota
County Library System and Elisha Cash, the Twin Lakes Park
Master Gardiners' Association Coordinator. Volunteers are
welcome to join Jim and the others as they meet to work
on garden projects on a monthly basis. Call him at 941-4731360 or email him at jimpollard721@yahoo.com.

Louise Little

Bookstore volunteer, Beth Sarles, has been assisting the
Friends of the Elsie Quirk Library since 2007. She was drawn
to the library after attending a variety of programs during
Lemon Bay Fest in 2006. In addition to working as a Bookstore
volunteer, Beth has served on the Friends' Board and on the
Sarasota County Library Advisory Board.
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We also have a new Golden Garden Wish List. Please
consider sponsoring a garden bench, much needed trash
bins, or an outdoor table with attached chairs that could be
used for club meetings. Engraved pavers, costing $75, may
be ordered in the Friends' Bookstore located at the library
entrance. Pavers may be engraved with three lines to honor
or memorialize a loved one. Call 941-861-1216 or contact
John Dubowik at john.becky@comcast.net for more
information.

WHAT IS
BOOKS-BY-MAIL?

FUTURE FREE PROGRAMS

PRESENTED BY THE FRIENDS OF
ELSIE QUIRK LIBRARY
January 19 at 10 a.m. “Scamming Seniors” presented by
a Charlotte County Detective
January 19 from 2-4 p.m. a Dramatic Reading about
Quakers and the Slave Migration
January 21 from 2-4 p.m. “The Life of Tiffany” presented by
Baila Miller
February 17 at 5:30 p.m. “A Grand Tour of the Solar
System” presented by Kevin Manning
February 18 from 3:30-5 P.M. “The Works of Rodin”
presented by Baila Miller
March 17 from 2-4 p.m. “The Works of Dali” presented by
Baila Miller
April 21 from 2-4 p.m. “The Barber of Seville” presented by
Baila Miller

I

t's a convenient service to send library materials to people
who are unable to visit the library due to temporary or
long-term physical or visual disability. Available materials
are large-print books, audiobooks, and descriptive video
recordings DVD and VHS. The rich collections of the Sarasota
County Library System are as close as your mailbox through
Books-by Mail.
Who may receive this service? Any Sarasota County
resident who cannot visit one of the libraries due to a
physical or visual disability may apply. Call 941-861-2503 for
information. Books-by-Mail sends materials through the mail
in zippered bags to registered users. When materials are due
for return, the borrower removes the address label from the
pocket on the bag, reinserts it to show the library address,
and seals it with a provided plastic tie. Borrowers may also
return the materials and mailbags to any Sarasota County
public library. Library users who have access to the Internet
may also make requests by reserving items on SUNCAT, the
Sarasota County Library System catalog at www.scgov.net/
Library.
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GREAT DECISIONS DISCUSSION GROUP

A

ll are welcome to attend the Great Decisions
Discussion Group, the largest in Florida, that meets
Monday mornings in the upstairs meeting room
from 10:15 a.m. - noon (with a break for refreshments)
starting in January and ending in April. Contact Tom
Swepston at 941 474-2214 or sukiandtom@comcast.
net for information or if you would like to volunteer as a
moderator. Topics will be listed in the Friends of the Elsie
Facilitator, Tom Swepston Quirk Fall newsletter.
Board members were saddened to learn that a loyal member of the Friends
of the Elsie Quirk Library and a Founder of our Great Decisions group, Lou Eger,
passed away last January.
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Antarctica
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THE WORLD'S GREATEST GEOLOGICAL WONDERS, 36 Lectures by Dr. Michael
E. Wysession of Washington University, St. Louis, MO will take place this January
with Tom Swepston as Moderator every Friday afternoon in the Upstairs Meeting
Room. Mark your calendar for the 2016 season. Lectures will start with Antarctica
and continue with Fiordland National Park, Bay of Fundy, Yellowstone, Iceland, The
Dead Sea, The Namib and Kalahari Deserts, Auroras, and end with A Montage of
Geologic Mini-Wonders and Planetary Wonders-Out of This World.

SUNCOAST WRITERS GUILD

T

he Suncoast Writers Guild meets every first Saturday of the month in the
Upstairs Meeting Room at Elsie Quirk Library. A Sub Group, “Poetry Pod”,
meets every second Friday, and on the third Saturday of every month, a
workshop brings together persons interested in the art of writing. Fellow writers
exchange ideas and provide a support system. Three additional sub groups are:
The Long Writers, Little Band of Writers, and The Suncoast Players group. The Guild
is a member of The Friends of the Elsie Quirk Library. For information, call 941-9189737 or visit their website www.suncoastwriters.com
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JOIN THE FRIENDS TODAY!
Help support our
elsie quirk library

B

ecome a member of the Friends of the Elsie Quirk Library in 2015! Join, and
support the efforts of the Friends to provide books, technical equipment,
furnishings and community programs for all ages. Our annual Volunteer
Luncheon is given to show appreciation for all our wonderful Library Volunteers and
Library staff. Our membership form is on page 7. Mail it or leave it at the Friend’s
Book Store along with your check.
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Elsie Quirk Library
Hours: Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday
Saturday

•
•
•
•
•
•

10
10
10
10
10
10

a.m.a.m.a.m.a.m.a.m.a.m.-

8
5
8
5
5
5

p.m.
p.m.
p.m.
p.m.
p.m.
p.m.

100 West Dearborn Street
Englewood • FL 34223

