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How YOU
can help the
Endowment Fund
An endowment
fund is a permanent
fund that acts like a
savings account for
the Friends of Elsie
Quirk Library. The
earnings from our
endowment fund
can be used to support our daily operations, provide special
programs & services,
or serve as emergency funds. Your
contributions to this permanent
fund can help us meet our mission
for many years to come.
Contributions may be: Gifts of
cash or stock in memory or honor
of a loved one, an endowment
fund in your will or charitable trust,
a paid-up life insurance policy, or
a new policy. The Gulf Coast Community Foundation of Venice’s
professional donor services staff can
provide confidential assistance to
you, your attorney, or your financial
advisor. Call them at 941-486-4600.
Gifts you make during your lifetime
generally qualify as a charitable gift
for federal income tax purposes.

In our October newsletter, The Friends’ of the
Elsie Quirk Library announced a Golden Garden
timeline. Despite some setbacks involving the
construction of an exterior doorway at the west
rear wall, President Ron Cutsinger and interior
facilities manager, Bill Dunn, feel confident that
the Garden will be completed in time for a proposed garden dedication date in May.
President Cutsinger provided members with
Architect, Greg Hall’s, detailed drawing and a
Garden Materials Wish List during the November
board meeting. Both are available in the Friends
bookstore. Once completed, the Golden Garden
will have a meandering walkway and a tranquil
reading area surrounded by a lush landscape of
Florida friendly plants, shrubs, trees, and flowers.
The garden will serve many purposes. It will
commemorate our 50th anniversary, honor our
founders, and recognize our many past and present library donors. It will also provide a setting
for garden tours, programs, and social gatherings.
To date, plans include retaining a number of

existing queen palms and adding plantings of
crotons, bromeliads, a Simpson’s Stopper Tree,
and Macho Fern. The gazebo, a gift from an
anonymous donor, will provide a perfect focal
point for musical or stage acts.
Erin Alvarez, the University of Florida commercial Horticulture Agent affiliated with the
Sarasota County Extension Institute of Food
and Agricultural Sciences, met with the board in
November. She offered to provide assistance and
master gardeners who would advise us in selecting Florida friendly plantings. Maintaining the
garden will be of utmost importance, and the
Friends welcome the Master Gardeners’ expert
advice and support. Friends’ volunteer gardeners
are also invited to assist in garden maintenance.
Of course, we rely on the help of our many
local library patrons and Friends of the Elsie Quirk
Library. If you are interested in donating items on
our wish list, contact President Ron Cutsinger at
941-475-1132, Treasurer, Velynda Wickerson at
941-484-4980, or any board member.

Plastic Park Bench

Happy
Holiday
Season!
PLAN TO
ATTEND
THE TWELFTH
ANNUAL
LEMON BAY FEST,
ENGLEWOOD
HISTORY
WITH ZEST,
FEBRUARY 1ST
TO 8TH, 2014!

Mulch
Plastic Trash Bin

Accent Lighting

Engraved Park Bench

2’x2’ Stepping Stone

The following wish list items are: Hardscapes: • A 4’ Classic Recycled Plastic Park Bench,
• a 4’ Classic Engraved Park Bench with one engraved board of 22 characters, • a 4’ Classic
Engraved Park Bench with 2 engraved boards with 22 characters, • a 4’ Classic Engraved Park
Bench with 3 engraved boards with 22 characters, • a recycled plastic trash bin, • a 30 gallon
receptacle, • a suncast resin wicker trash hideaway 30-33 gallon receptacle, • 2’ x 2’ stepping
stones, • pavers, • a fencing garden gate, • stone wrapped fence pillars, • accent lighting
• and mulch. Vendors so far include The Bench Factory and Home Depot.
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS:

Friends’ Bookstore is OPEN!

Ron Cutsinger, President
John Dubowik,Vice President
Lyndi Wickerson, Treasurer
Miriam Rullan-Alba, Secretary
Pat Burkey, Programs

DECEMBER, 2013

An overview of the library system was presented by Sarasota Library Director Sarabeth
Kalajian. Information from County partners
included the General Services, Finance, and
Information Technology as well as a presentation by the Library Foundation that included
volunteer information. Elsie Quirk Public
Library Manager Jennifer Perry, welcomed
Friends of the Library members from all
9 County libraries and introduced speakers.

Christine Kourapis, Newsletter
Tom Swepston, Library Alliance
Representative
Hal Roberts, Finance
Ruth Jameson, Membership Chairman
Dr. Robert Potter
Barbara Buchanan Seed
Marilyn Cobb
Flannery McIntyre,
Teen Representative

LIBRARY MANAGEMENT:
Jennifer Perry, Library Manager

FRIENDS BOOKSTORE:
Camille Thinnes, Manager

If you would like to share your
news with us, just call Chris at
475-6592 and we’ll do the rest.
Walter Wardell: Newsletter layout

New Board Member

Marilyn Cobb

New Friends of Elsie Quirk
Library Board Member, Marilyn
Cobb, has been an active bookstore
volunteer for four years. Marilyn is
from Ohio where she worked as an
educator and realtor before relocating to Englewood full time. She
owned and operated a clothing
consignment in Englewood for two
years. Her hobbies and interests
include reading, traveling (she has
toured all seven continents), and
taking care of her two “worthless”
cats. Marilyn, who has a grown
son, enjoys processing bookstore
materials three days a week.

Bookstore Volunteers Joyce Carpenter,
Linda Ricke, Marilyn Cobb, and Camille
Thinnes point with pride to the new
“OPEN” sign, a gift from Tom and Annette
Dignam, in the bookstore window.

When Tom Dignam decided to donate bookstore furnishings in honor of his wife Annette’s
birthday in 2012, he didn’t just end it there. His
recent donation, a flashing OPEN sign, has been
installed that is sure to draw attention to the
bookstore and its treasures.
Volunteers are extremely grateful for this gift,
as the bookstore is the Friends’ number one
source of income. Bookstore Manager Camille
Thinnes wants everyone to know that there are
very special signed books for sale including
some by Nora Roberts, Lee Edwards, Carl Hiassen,
Harlon Coben, and a host of others - around 50
signed books in all that are priced to sell.
Now, as the holidays approach, customers are
looking for special gifts such as large “coffee
table” art books, cook books in great condition,
travel guides, garden books, and children’s
books. Also selling fast are hard cover novels
and works of nonfiction that are like new. A
wonderful donor recently brought in hundreds
of VHS tapes of old favorites that may someday
become collectors’ items, and customers will
also enjoy choosing from a wide array of CD’s
and books on tape. The Friends’ bookstore is
located at the entrance to Elsie Quirk Library,
100 West Dearborn Street. Visit the Friends’
website at http://Friendsofelsiequirk.org to learn
more about the Friends and the bookstore,
or call 941-861-1216.

Miriam Alba, seated at left, with John
Dubowik, and Camille Thinnes attended
the 8:30 a.m.-12 noon Library Board
Orientation meeting at Sarasota’s Twin
Lakes Park Green Building on Nov. 6th.

Halloween “Safewalk”
Harry Potter, aka Elsie Quirk Library
Manager, Jennifer Perry; Allison Cutsinger,
EQ Circulation Desk employee and wife of
Friends’ President Ron Cutsinger; and Friends’
member, Nancy Rabias, greeted Halloween
revelers at Safewalk. The annual Halloween

Library Board Orientation
Friends of the Elsie Quirk Library Board
members Barbara Seed, Chris Kourapis, Miriam
Alba, John Dubowik, Tom Swepston, Pat Burkey,
and Library Bookstore Manager Camille Thinnes
attended a November 6th Friends of the Library
Board Orientation meeting for nonprofit board
members that was presented by the Community
Foundation of Sarasota County at the Twin
Lakes Park Green Building on Clark Road in
Sarasota.

event takes place each year on Dearborn
Street. Over 2000 children with families and
many pets in costume received compliments
and candy treats between 5-7 o’clock. OEVA
(Olde Englewood Village Association) and the
Englewood CRA sponsor Safewalk, and 40-45
businesses and organizations participate. The
Friends of Elsie Quirk Library provide candy
treats for Safewalk each year.

FRIENDS OF THE ELSIE QUIRK LIBRARY

3

DECEMBER, 2013

Pat Burkey
Program
Chairman

Baila Miller to feature
four multi-media
programs in 2014

Thurs. January 30th, 2014

Each program will be in
the Upstairs Meeting
Room at the Elsie Quirk
Library at 2:00 p.m.

Thurs. January 23rd, 2014
The Armory Show: Introducing
America to Modern Art

Betty Jean Steinshouer

Thurs. February 20th, 2014
Women and the Armory Show:
The Gender of Modernism

Betty Jean Steinshouer shares images,
stories, and poems that could not be
included in the book, Running South in
Agitation, for copyright reasons. The program includes never-published material
about Stowe, Woolson, Jewett, Wilder,
Douglas, Rawlings, Millay, Lane, Bishop,
and Lindbergh.
Scheduled for Thursday, January 30th,
2014 at 2:00 p.m. in the upstairs meeting room at the Elsie Quirk Library.

Weds. February 19th, 2014
Peter Fletcher,
Guitar
From Classical
to Contemporary

will be scheduled for
Wednesday evening,
February 19th, 2014
at 6:00 p.m. in the
upstairs meeting
room at the Elsie
Quirk Library.

Thurs. March 20th, 2014
History of Photography:
The Eloquent Eye

Thurs. February 27th, 2014
The 2014
“One Book One
Community” book
discussion, “Muck
City: Winning and
Losing in Football’s
Forgotten Town”
will be scheduled
for Thursday,
February 27th, at
10:15 a.m. in the
upstairs conference
room at the Elsie
Quirk Library.

Weds. March 12th, 2014

18 years in Saudi Arabia/part 1
Tom & Suki Swepston
2:00 p.m. in the upstairs meeting room
at the Elsie Quirk Library.

Weds. March 26th, 2014

Thurs. February 27th, 2014
18 years in Saudi Arabia/part 2

Thurs. April 17th, 2014

Tom & Suki Swepston

Photojournalism: Getting the Story
“Where
did I put my
glasses?”

How to improve your memory!
Jack Swanton will present his program
Thursday, February 27th, at 10:15 a.m.
in the upstairs meeting room at
the Elsie Quirk Library.

2:00 p.m. in the upstairs meeting room
at the Elsie Quirk Library.

See page 6 for the
“Great Decisions” Discussion
Schedule for 2014 and
“The World Was Never The Same:
Events That Changed History”
Lectures.

Home-schooled students and their parents are welcome to attend all Elsie Quirk Library Adult Programs.
All programs are sponsored by the Friends of the Elsie Quirk Library and are offered free of charge.

FRIENDS OF THE ELSIE QUIRK LIBRARY

4
Cris Walton

DECEMBER, 2013

Reader’s Theater performance

Senior Librarian,
Youth Services

We had a really nice performance
on Saturday, November 23rd as a result
of the children who participated in the
Reader’s Theater workshop facilitated
by teaching artist Gladys Varga. The
kids had a lot of fun and lots of
laughs. Thanks to the Friends of the
Library for providing funding for the
workshop.
REVIEWED BY
VICTOR LORAND,
INFORMATION
RESOURCES LIBRARIAN,
ELSIE QUIRK LIBRARY

In his book, Common Wealth, Jeffrey
Sachs estimates that for a small cost
(2.4% GDP of developed nations) it is
possible to address global warming,
species extinction, overpopulation,
poverty, and sustainability for the
entire world. Sachs gives a lucid state
of the world report and shows that
solving these problems requires coordination of the world’s research universities, NGOs, and governments.
High population growth results in
“youth bulges”, insufficient numbers
of elders resulting in societies prone
to violence and revolution. The developed countries have essentially
achieved zpg (zero-populationgrowth). The addition of 5 billion
people, now 7 billion, since 1950
occurred almost completely in the
developing nations, the places that
can least afford it.
The main greenhouse gas, CO2, is
increasing steadily in the atmosphere.
Now at 396 ppm (parts per million),
and it has been increasing since 1820
(280ppm) when fossil fuel use began
in the Industrial revolution. Even if
CO2 increase were stopped now, there
is a multi-year lag in ocean warming.
An additional problem is a multiplier
effect – how the Ice Ages happened
so rapidly. Once the ice melts, the
earth warms more quickly as sunlight
is no longer being reflected back.
The oceans and tundra contain
methane and warming increases the
release of methane which is also a
greenhouse gas.

Increasing ocean acidification via
CO2 is stunting the growth of and
killing coral, shellfish, and plankton
with unknown ramifications for the
future of life in the oceans. Additionally, there is no known/proven
method for removing the CO2 that
may stay in the atmosphere for 1,000
years. Some scientists recommend
avoiding at all costs any increase
above 450 ppm. At the current
increase rate of 2ppm per year, that
leaves only 27 years or less to halt increasing
fossil fuel use, deforestation, and clean-up of
industrial processes.
Sachs believes that a population of 8 billion
people is sustainable. To ensure that it does
not increase above 8 billion he states that
developed countries must honor their commitments and address the UN Millenium
Development Goals by supplying the promised 2.4% of GDP funds. Only by decreasing
the child mortality rate by supplying needed
contraceptive methods and knowledge can
we hope to decrease their birthrate in the
developing world. With increased education,
especially of women, birth rate is further
reduced.
Africa has the highest rate of population
increase and the lowest life expectancy (46
yrs.), the most number of endemic diseases
(Malaria, AIDs, River Blindness…), and the
fewest navigable rivers (hindering transportation). It also has the lowest agricultural productivity, and much of its area is arid. Sach’s
answer to Africa’s “poverty trap” problem is
the Millenium Development Villages. In the
Villages, the multiple problems mentioned
are addressed in a coordinated way rather
than separately. For AIDs vaccines to work,
people need to eat well and have clean water.
Improved seeds, fertilizer, and watering methods need to be implemented, and access to
family planning and maternal health services
are necessary. Millenium Villages, placed in
different regions, may address a region’s

unique problems. If successful they can be scaled up to
take care of bigger regions
and possibly reduce the
number of young militants.
Sachs devotes an entire
chapter to alleviating
drought. The poorest of the
poor live in areas of low
water availability and extracting water from underground
aquifers is exceeding sustainable limits.
Dry lands are becoming drier and
droughts are occurring more often.
In Sachs points out that relieving water
stress in Darfur or Sudan would offer
an effective peacemaking solution.
Sachs suggests that an international
association may help by coordinating
individual efforts. The UN Convention
to Combat Desertification may be a
starting point. Global cooperation is
needed. At the national level he praises
the achievements of the homogenous
social welfare states: Sweden Denmark,
Norway, and Finland. These countries
have the lowest levels of poverty, least
inequality of income, and least gender
inequality. In spite of their high social
insurance spending, they have higher
per capita income than free market
economies and better health and
prosperity. They also support higher
levels of research and development
and contributing global aid.
Sachs observes that unfortunately,
due to prejudice, people in places with
many ethnicities and cultures do not
approve high social insurance spending.
Additionally, the pessimism injected by
the Bush administration against global
development aid needs to be reversed.
Chapter 14, “The Power of One” includes a hope for the increased effectiveness of the UN, & a call for Corporate
and individual social responsibility.
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Flannery
McIntyre
Teen Advisory Board
President

“Lock-In”
Have you ever wondered what happens in the library
after it closes? The Saturday after Halloween, the teens at
the Elsie Quirk Library participated in an all-night lock-in.
Twenty-five teens enjoyed games, food, and socializing
from 8 p.m. until 7 a.m. The night started out with a
skeletal scavenger hunt through the library; if you found a
skeleton, you won a book! The rest of the night was spent
playing board games, watching movies, and eating pizza.
By morning, all the teens were tired and happy, looking
forward to future fun at the library.

Hannah Gurland, Dominic Moore, Tori Hamrick,
Linsdsey Scalley, Journey Roeder, Flannery McIntyre,
Elsie Quirk Library Young Adult President.

DECEMBER, 2013

“Muck City” by Bryan Mealer
“One Book, One Community”
For its 10th anniversary year, the
Sarasota County Libraries’ “One Book,
One Community” program has chosen
“Muck City: Winning and Losing in
Football’s Forgotten Town” by Bryan Mealer
Published in 2012, the book is about a
high school football program in Belle
Glade, Florida. This nonfiction selection
is about high school football, the sugar
cane migrant worker history of Belle
Glade, and the inspirational stories of
young men who make it out of the muck
to become recognized football stars.
According to Barb McDonald, outreach coordinator for Sarasota
libraries, the committee chose to feature a book that related to
Florida history. Among the top contenders this year were the
Pulitzer Prize-winning “Devil in the Grove”, “Thurgood Marshall”,
The “Groveland Boys”, and “The Dawn of a New America” by
Gilbert King. “Muck City” was ultimately deemed to be a more
accessible choice, with a variety of themes that may be explored
through discussion groups and programs. An author visit by
Mealer is being planned for late February. For more information
on the “One Book,One Community” program and how to
participate, visit www.onebooksarasota.com.
One Book, One Community is a read-together, annual
program that is supported by all nine Sarasota County Public
Libraries, New College of Florida, University of South Florida
Sarasota-Manatee, The Ringling Museum of Art, The Herald
Tribune, Ringling College of Art & Design, Sarasota County
Schools District, State College of Florida-Venice, the Friends of
the libraries, and The Library Foundation for Sarasota County.
The goal of the program is to bring people together to discuss
a book shared in common.

“Write on Englewood” Contest

Joe Geisler, Rebecca Burke, Lindsey Scalley, Hannah Gurland,
Journey Roeder, Sienna Davids, Josh Juell, Nick Parker,
Steven Monroe.

Sky Winder, Robert Vaura, YA Librarian from Gulf Gate
Library, Seine Davids, Kevin Jonsen, Max Hamel.

The 2014 Dearborn Street Book Festival committee has
announced its fifth annual writers competition. To enter,
short stories must be at least 500-800 words of unpublished work and poetry must be at least 50-250 words of
unpublished work. Handwritten copies will not be accepted. Writers may submit multiple entries. Three copies of
each entry must be submitted, each with a cover page
with your name, address, phone number and email.
Entries must be mailed between Dec. 1 and Jan. 16,
2014. The fee is $5 per entry, to be included with mailed
entry, checks only, payable to: Friends of the Elsie Quirk
Library, 11 Pebble Beach Road, Rotonda West, FL 33947.
Cash prizes will be awarded for first, second and third
place. Judges are professional writers. Winners will be
announced at the book festival on Feb. 15, 2014 in
Pioneer Park on West Dearborn Street in Englewood. You
do not have to be present to win. For more information,
email dianaharris@comcast.net.
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“GREAT DECISIONS” Discussion Schedule for 2014
The Great Decisions Discussion Group will continue to meet on Monday mornings in the upstairs meeting room.
Elsie Quirk Library opens at 10 a.m. and all sessions start as soon thereafter as possible and last until noon or so. For
more information contact Tom Swepston at 474-2214 or sukiandtom@comcast.net. There will be no Great Decisions
on February 3rd and February 17th. 2014 Great Decisions books will be in the Friend’s Bookstore at the Library in
early January, 2014. The price is $15 payable in cash or check made out to “Englewood Great Decisions”.
Mon., Jan. 27

ENERGY INDEPENDENCE Energy independence, by taking the bargaining chip of oil dependence off the table,
would be good for American foreign policy. But the very technological advances that make independence possible
have created a dilemma for lawmakers.Should the U.S. encourage more traditional fuel production or invest in the
young technology of renewable resources?

Moderator
Tom Swepston

Mon., Feb. 10

ISRAEL AND THE U.S.

Modern Israel’s struggles with the Palestinians have turned what was meant as a safe haven
for Jews into the center of a decades-long conflict. The Arab Spring, Iran’s nuclear ambitions, failed peace talks, and
Israel’s own decision to give Washington the cold shoulder have put new strains on the 65-year-old “special relationship” between Israel and the U.S.

Moderator
Frank Vorlicek

Mon., Feb. 24

TURKEY’S CHALLENGES Turkey: a nation at a crossroads, a bridge over an ever-growing chasm between the East
and West. Turkey’s first Prime Minister Kemal Ataturk envisioned a modern, democratic nation-state built on the
ashes of the Ottoman Empire with strong ties to Europe, not the Middle East. But as the clashes between secular and
religious groups show, the soul of Turkey is still very much up for grabs.

Moderator
Frank Vorlicek

Mon., Mar. 3

ISLAMIC AWAKENING

The aftermath of the Arab Spring has resulted in unforeseen changes in the political
landscape in many countries, especially regarding the role of Islam and democracy. How have the countries in the
Maghreb reacted, including Tunisia, where the Arab Spring began? Is U.S. foreign policy adapting successfully to all
of the changes in the region?

Moderator
Ahmed Elrefai

Mon., Mar. 10

FOOD AND CLIMATE

Even as a sixth of the world’s population suffers from chronic hunger, a changing climate
threatens to wreak havoc on already insecure and vulnerable populations. As food and water become scarce and once
fertile land becomes barren, the U.S. finds itself faced with new challenges in securing the globe. The U.S. is getting
ready, but can it lead the way to climate reform?

Moderator
Paul Hyatt

Mon., Mar. 17

CHINA’S FOREIGN POLICY

China has gone to great lengths to emphasize the “peaceful” nature of its meteoric rise.
Yet few dispute that China is the dominant regional power in Asia – and in recent years Beijing has begun to flex its
muscles regionally in order to advance its strategic interests. What does the rapid rise of this new superpower mean for
other countries in the region, and are there potential points of conflict with the U.S. as it “pivots” to Asia?

Moderator
Betty Bullock

Mon., Mar. 24

U.S. TRADE POLICY

America’s foreign policy tools are not limited to sanctions, treaties or military campaigns –
they also include the sales pitch. The logic behind this “economic statecraft,” is simple: promote the benefits of
democracy and the free market. In so doing, the U.S. will gain valuable and stable partners, both in business and in
diplomacy in a climate where China and other emerging nations battle the U.S. for global influence.

Moderator
John Regan

Mon., Mar. 31

DEFENSE TECHNOLOGY From robotic planes to cyberweapons to 3D printing and human enhancement, new
“game-changing” technologies are moving from science fiction to battlefield reality – all during an age of fiscal austerity.
What are the “killer applications” of the 21st century battlefield, and in turn, what are the issues that the U.S. must
navigate in adapting to them?

Moderator
Jack Shearer

The World Was Never the Same: Events That Changed History
A series of lectures by Rufus Fears, a professor of classics at the University of Oklahoma.

On MOST FRIDAYS starting in January, 2014, Tom Swepston will continue hosting the “Great Courses Discussion Group.”

1/17/14
1/24/14
1/31/14
2/14/14
2/21/14

THE DEFEAT OF THE SPANISH ARMADA (1588)
THE BATTLE OF VIENNA (1683)
THE BATTLE OF LEXINGTON (1775)
GENERAL PICKETT LEADS A CHARGE (1863)
ADAM SMITH (1776) VERSUS KARL MARX (1867)
CHARLES DARWIN TAKES AN OCEAN VOYAGE (1831)
LOUIS PASTEUR CURES A CHILD (1885)
TWO BROTHERS TAKE A FLIGHT (1903)
THE ARCHDUKE MAKES A STATE VISIT (1914)
ONE NIGHT IN PETROGRAD (1917)

Book
Discussion
Schedules:
FALL, 2013 &
SPRING, 2014

2/28/14
3/7/14
3/14/14
3/21/14

THE DAY THE STOCK MARKET CRASHED(1929)
HITLER BECOMES CHANCELLOR OF GERMANY (1933)
FRANKLIN ROOSEVELT BECOMES PRESIDENT (1933)
MAO ZEDONG BEGINS HIS LONG MARCH (1934)
THE ATOMIC BOMB IS DROPPED (1945)
JOHN F. KENNEDY IS ASSASSINATED (1963)
DR. KING LEADS A MARCH (1963)
SEPTEMBER 11, 2001 (2001)

Each program starts at 2 p.m. and lasts to 4 p.m.
Each topic begins with a half hour DVD and follows with a lecture.
This course is free, sponsored by the Friends of the Elsie Quirk Library.

Complete Book Discussion Schedules for 2013 and 2014
are available at the Library Bookstore and in the Library at
the Circulation Desk. It is also available online at our Friends
website at www.friendsofelsiequirk.org. Go to “Programs”
and click on the link for “Book Discussion Schedules: Fall 2013
& Spring 2014”. If you have a printer you can print a copy in
color. It is also online in the October newsletter on page 3.
Note: If you have a printed black and white October newsletter some of the
dates are incorrect.

Home-schooled students and their parents are welcome to attend all Elsie Quirk Library Adult Programs.
All programs are sponsored by the Friends of the Elsie Quirk Library and are offered free of charge.
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Don’t forget to check out the “Golden Garden” Donations
painting at the library entrance. Artist and Friends’ Secretary,
Miriam Rullan-Alba, has designed a beautiful tree, much like the
Cassia tree donated to the Friends by the Lemon Bay Garden
Club. Golden blossoms are expected to be added as we strive to
reach our goal of $60,000. The panel to the left of the painting,
much like a thermometer, will be updated monthly, and the
construction timeline to the right will indicate the progress
of the construction. The Friends welcome donations of any
amount. Stop by the Friends’ Bookstore to see a drawing
of the proposed “Golden Garden” and a garden “wish list”.

DECEMBER, 2013

The Friends of Elsie Quirk Library hosted the Sarasota
Library Friends Alliance meeting on October 1st in the
upstairs meeting room. Tom Swepston, the Elsie Quirk
Friends' representative, presided over the meeting which was
attended by representatives from the Friends of the other
Sarasota County libraries. Sarasota County Libraries General
Manager, Sarabeth Kalajian, and Shannon Staub, President of
the Library Foundation of Sarasota County, brought Alliance
members up to date on Library projects scheduled for 2014.

Sarabeth Kalajian, at left, explained library plans to Library
Friends Alliance members during their October meeting at
Elsie Quirk Library. Among those attending were Pattie
Lanier, representing North Port Library and Judy Evenson
representing Venice Library.

M E M B E R S H I P

F O R M

Name:________________________________________________________

Address:______________________________________________________

100 West Dearborn Street
Englewood, FL 34223
Phone: 941-861-5000

www.friendsofelsiequirk.org

VOLUNTEER INTERESTS
At Bookstore
Membership
Newsletter
Programs
Fund Raising
Website

I WOULD LIKE TO MAKE
A MEMORIAL OR TRIBUTE

Name:________________________________
Address:______________________________
City:_________________________________
State:_____________Zip:_________________
Phone:________________________________

Please enclose your check
with this form and mail to:
Friends of the Elsie Quirk Library
100 West Dearborn Street
Englewood, FL 34223

City:__________________________State:______Zip:_________________

Phone:____________________________________ Ext:_______________

E-mail:_______________________________________________________

Date:________________________

Do you wish to remain anonymous?
$5 Child under 12
$10 Individual

New Member

Yes

$20 Family
$30 Contributor

Renewal
No

$50 Sponsor
$100 and up Benefactor

Please make checks payable to: Friends of Elsie Quirk Library

A non-profit 501(c)3 tax exempt organization. We receive 100% of your dues or donation. Reg.#SC-00182

IN MEMORY OF:

IN HONOR OF:

Tribute to (name):______________________________________________
Occasion:_______________________________ Amount: $____________

Send Notice of Tribute to:_______________________________________
Address:______________________________________________________
City:_________________________________State:_______Zip:_________
The Friends of the Elsie Quirk Library receive 100% of all contributions made to our organization.
We are a non-profit corporation, and contributions are deductible to the extent allowed by law.
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L I B R A R Y

M A N A G E R ’ S

Jennifer Perry
Elsie Quirk
Library Manager

The Elsie Quirk Library offers lots
of programs, services, and resources
for folks of all ages! For the reader,
there are three Book Discussion
groups sponsored by the Friends of
the Elsie Quirk Library.
The Great Books Discussion
Group meets on the first Thursday
of every month November through
April, at 10:15 a.m. A list of readings
can be picked up at the library, and
all the readings are found in the
“Great Conversations” published by
the Great Books Foundation. A copy
is available at the Information
Services Desk.
The Short Story Group meets on
the second Thursday of each month
at 10:15 a.m. They discuss short stories by a variety of authors chosen
from “50 Great Short Stories” edited
by Milton Crane. A list of the chosen stories is available at the library
and in the Friends of Elsie Quirk
newsletter.
The Reading Discussion Group
discusses newer prose on the third
Thursday of each month at 10:15
a.m. December’s discussion title is
“Ella Minnow Pea” by Mark Dunn.
All are welcome to attend these
book discussions. (See page 6)

R E P O R T

Readers might also wish to participate in the “One Book, One
Community” book discussions and
programming. The title selected for
2014 is “Muck City” by Bryan Mealer.
It’s all about a town deep in the Florida
Everglades where high school football
is the only escape. There a haunted
quarterback, a returning hero, and a
scholar struggle against terrible odds.
For more on the One Book visit
www.onebooksarasota.com.
Elsie Quirk Library also offers a
whole lot of other programming for
those of all ages interested in a variety
of topics. For kids, there is the Forty
Carrots Partners in Play on Tuesdays at
10:15 a.m., the Family Story Time on
Thursdays at 11 a.m., and LEGO
Builders Club on the first Wednesday of
the month, and the third Saturday of
the month. For teens, special after
hours programs, as well as the Teen
Advisory Board, and Game Night on
the third Wednesday at 6:00 p.m. For
grown-ups we have world affairs discussion groups, multi-media presentations
on famous artists, Betty Jean
Steinshouer in January, and classical
guitarist Peter Fletcher in February.
Need help with your Florida gardening
and landscaping, we have master
gardeners to answer your questions.
The library has something of interest
to everyone! Stop by and pick up a
schedule of events, read about the
weekly happenings in the Englewood
Sun, sign up for the weekly email
newsletter, or listen to an update on
local radio WENG on Thursdays at 8:10
a.m. You won’t want to miss a thing!

Come on Englewood writers;
jump right in and give it a try!

The Suncoast Writers Guild invites you
to participate in a writing contest with a
theme of the olden days of Englewood.
Just follow these steps below to realize a
goal of winning prizes and seeing your
work in print! Follow these simple rules:
1. Story must be typed, single spaced
with one inch margins.
2. The story must not exceed 500 words.
3. Cover sheet should list author’s name,
address, email, phone, title of story and
word count.
4. Make four copies without author's
name to include with cover sheet.

DECEMBER, 2013

5. Deadline for submissions is
January 11, 2014.
Mail your story to:
Ann Favreau,
President of the Suncoast Writers Guild
249 East Seminole Drive,
Venice, Florida 34293.
Cash prizes will be awarded February 1,
2014 at the Guild's meeting in the conference room at Elsie Quirk Library, located
at 100 West Dearborn St, in Englewood.
The meeting begins at 10:30 am and you
must be present to win.

Visit our new website at

www.friendsofelsiequirk.org
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Attention all area
high school students!!!

The Suncoast Writers Guild is offering
free membership to 5 high school students in the Englewood area. A letter of
application and writing sample should be
submitted to
The Suncoast Writers Guild, Inc.
P.O. Box 221,
Englewood, FL. 34295
This is an opportunity to show your skills
and pursue a writing talent.

