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2016 FREE PROGRAMS
SPONSORED BY THE FRIENDS OF 

ELSIE QUIRK LIBRARY

Wednesday, Jan.13 Florida Native Gardening in Small 
Spaces presented by Lucy Tobias 10:30 a.m.

Tuesday, Jan.19 Women in Clay: Potters of La Chamba, 
Columbia 10:30 a.m.

Tuesday, Jan.19 Dramatic Reading about Quakers and the 
Slave Migration 2-4 p.m.

Thursday, Jan. 21 The Life of Tiffany presented by Baila 
Miller 2-4 p.m.

Thursday, Jan. 28 Jack Swanton presents Identifying and 
Treating Stress/Depression 10 a.m.

Thursday, Feb. 4 Scamming Seniors presented by Charlotte 
County police detective 10 a.m.

Wednesday Feb. 17 Kevin Manning presents A Grand Tour 
of the Solar System & Beyond! 5:30 p.m.

Thursday, Feb. 18 The Works of Rodin presented by Baila 
Miller 2-4 p.m.

Wednesday, Feb. 24 J. Elke Ertle-From Berlin Airlift to Berlin 
Wall 10:30 

Thursday, March 17 The Works of Dali presented by Baila 
Miller 2-4 p.m.

Thursday, April 21 The Barber of Seville presented by Baila 
Miller 2-4 p.m.

Heidi Holmes recently joined our library 
team as the Elsie Quirk Library Manager. 
Before relocating to Florida, Heidi worked 
as the Manager of the Main Branch of 
the Oconee Public Library in Walhalla, SC 
where she was responsible for the day-to-
day operations of the library. During that 
assignment she wore numerous hats by 

participating in customer assistance, collection development, 
programming and outreach, technology instruction, and 
budgeting.  At the Charlotte Mecklenburg, NC library she was 
active in addressing facilities issues, children’s programming 
and outreach, and coordinating library volunteers. Heidi’s 
previous job experiences in Palm Beach County included 
working as the Volunteer coordinator for Habitat for Humanity 
and recruiting and recognizing volunteers for the Area 
Agency on Aging.  Heidi is enthusiastic about participating 
in community organizations, festivals, and special events. 
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HENRY B. ROBERTS JR. (HAL), one of our most revered 
board members and benefactors, passed away peacefully 
on December 11. A service will be held this summer in the 
Adirondacks, a place he loved dearly and visited every year 
of his life, according to his daughter, Laura, who described 
her father as a man with a “devilish sense of humor and a 
big heart who loved people.”  

Before joining the Elsie Quirk Library Friends Board in 2009, 
Hal and his wife, Sis, seasonal residents and the parents of 
six children, actively participated in three book discussion 
groups.  They continued to support Elsie Quirk Library over the 
years by hosting a workshop in their home and contributing 
to a variety of library projects. 

After Sis passed away, Hal installed a gazebo, an impressive 
focal point of our Golden Reading Garden, in her honor.  
Friends’ President, John Dubowik, speaking for the board, 
wrote the following tribute to the Roberts’ family:  “We are 
shocked and saddened to learn of Hal’s passing. His depth 
of knowledge, easy manner, and deep concern for our 
library will be missed and irreplaceable.” 

Donations in Hal’s name may be sent to: Tidewell Venice 
Hospice House of Venice, the Elsie Quirk Library, or the 
Charlotte County Homeless Coalition

Lemon Bay Fest - February 6-13
The 14th Annual Lemon Bay Fest is coming soon, and as 

always, the Friends will be sponsoring many free programs. 
A brochure listing events and times can be found at the 
library or on line at www.lemonbayfest.com. Lemon Bay 
Fest also coincides with February’s “Love Your Library Month” 
so it’s a perfect time to renew your Friends’ membership or 
encourage more people to join. For renewing or joining the 
Friends, program attendees will be offered a $5.00 Bookstore 
Voucher as a special thank-you gift. Call 941-861-5000 for 
more information.
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The holidays are over.  The decorations are stored for 
another year.  The New Year 2016 is here.  Many of us 

have once again made resolutions.  Oh, we want to get 
in shape, lose a few pounds, take better care of ourselves, 
and kick the bad habits.  By the middle of February, our 
best intentions will be long forgotten as we slip back into 
our comfortable ways.  There is a resolution you can keep 
that will prolong your life and make you feel better about 
yourself – decide to volunteer in your community.  You will not 
be alone.  According to the US Department of Labor Statistics, 
you will join 62.8 million people in the United States who are 
volunteers.

The most likely to volunteer are those who range in age from 
35 to 44. It can be noted that those 65 and older give over 90 
hours annually.  Helen Keller said, “I long to accomplish a 
great and noble task, but it is my chief duty to accomplish 
small tasks as if they were great and noble.”  It is the little 
things, like the hour here and there, that can make a big 
difference in your life and your community.  Everyone has 
some time and talent to share to make something happen.  
In return, volunteering can give one a grand sense of 
accomplishment.

I know that when I am working with the Venice, Florida Lions 
Club at their vision and hearing clinic, facilitate a poetry 
group for the Suncoast Writers Guild, calm someone’s fears at 
an ostomy support group meeting, or lector at St. Raphael’s 
church, I feel my life is worthwhile.  The time flies by and I 
leave the activity energized.

Volunteers in Southwest Florida communities mirror the 
work that is done nationally.  That is, they provide their time 
and talent to community service organizations, churches, 
education and youth services, hospitals and health 
organizations.  They are involved in fundraising, coaching, 
tutoring, teaching, general labor, providing information, and 
collecting, distributing, preparing and serving  food.  There 
are so many local activities that can use your assistance.  
Make a call, check the local paper or library for opportunities 
to volunteer.  You’ll help others and feel good about what 
you are doing.  Resolve that in 2016 you will take the first step 
on the path of service. This is a resolution you can keep.

MAKE A RESOLUTION YOU CAN ACTUALLY KEEP
				     Ann Favreau

Ann Favreau is the past president of the Suncoast Writers Guild 
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Elsie Quirk Library

100 West Dearborn Street
Englewood • FL 34223

GREAT DECISIONS DISCUSSION GROUP

Hours: Monday • 10 a.m.- 8 p.m.
            Tuesday • 10 a.m.- 5 p.m.

            Wednesday • 10 a.m.- 8 p.m.
            Thursday • 10 a.m.- 5 p.m.

            Friday • 10 a.m.- 5 p.m.
            Saturday • 10 a.m.- 5 p.m.

Become a member of the Friends 
of the Elsie Quirk Library in 2016! 
Join, and support the efforts of 

the Friends to provide books, technical 
equipment, furnishings and community 
programs for all ages. Our annual 
Volunteer Luncheon is given to show 
appreciation for all our wonderful 
Library Volunteers and Library staff. Our 
membership form is on page 7.  Mail 
it or leave it at the Friend’s Book Store 
along with your check. THANK YOU!

JOIN THE FRIENDS 
TODAY!

Help support our
elsie quirk library

The Great Decisions Discussion Group meets Monday 
mornings in the Upstairs Meeting Room from 10:15 
a.m.to noon with a break for refreshments.  Contact 

Tom Swepston at 941-474-2214 or sukiandtom@comcast.
net for information or to volunteer to as a moderator. The 
2016 Great Decisions Books are available for purchase at 
the Friends’ Bookstore located at the library entrance. The 
discounted cost is $22. 

Topics include: Middle East Alliances by Augustus Richard Norton, The Rise of 
ISIS by Gregory Johnsen, The Future of Kurdistan by Jenna Krajeski, Migration 
by Joseph Chamie, The Koreas by Scott Snyder, The United Nations by Stephen 
Browne and Thomas Weiss, Climate Change By William Sweet, Cuba and the U.S. 
by Michael Shifter and Ben Raderstorf.

Discussion dates are as follows: January 25; February 1, 22 and 29; March 7,14, 
21 and 28; April 4 (if needed)

THE WORLD'S GREATEST GEOLOGICAL WONDERS, 36 Lectures by Dr. Michael 
E. Wysession of Washington University, St. Louis, MO will take place this January 
with Tom Swepston as Moderator every Friday afternoon in the Upstairs Meeting 
Room. Mark your calendar for the 2016 season. Lectures will start with Antarctica 
and continue with Fjordland National Park, Bay of Fundy, Yellowstone, Iceland, The 
Dead Sea, The Namib and Kalahari Deserts, Auroras, and end with A Montage of 
Geologic Mini-Wonders and Planetary Wonders-Out of This World.

Jan. 15 Lectures 19, 20
Jan. 22 Lectures 21, 22
Jan. 29 Lectures 23, 24
Feb. 5 Lectures 25, 26
Feb. 19 Lectures 27, 28

March 4 Lectures 31, 32
March 11 Lectures 33, 34
March 18 Lectures 35 & 36.
On March 25, 2016 there will be a 

final session reviewing all the topics.

Over the years, Book Shop Volunteer 
Tina Tullo has earned thousands of 

dollars for the Friends from an Exxon/
Mobil retiree program that matched 
her volunteer hours with grant funds. 
Due to recent health issues, Tina is 
taking a break from her volunteer work. 
We wish her a speedy recovery, and 
hope to see her back soon
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